


The Contents of the Talk

1. The MCSOSs commi ssioning of t
of the actual fountain and search for a suitable site.

2. Design of the fountain complex, its completion and opening.
3. A brief history of the fountain after its opening in May 1967.

4. The threat to remove the actual fountain and reasons why it
should not be relocated.

5. Historic Englandds 6 reason

. The overall approach and aims of the renovation.
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7. Restoring the designed appearance of the fountain.
8. Restoring the designed performance of the fountain.
9

. The full list of renovation works required.
10. Why a Feasibility Study/Conservation Plan is first needed.
11. CV of the Conservation Engineer to be commissioned.

12. The Study Programme, the costs to be funded and the
outputs of the work.
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COmmiSSioning Fountain MSC Fountain Sub-Committee 1962-67

- F.J Gamenisch, Solicitor - Chair of the Sub-C.

In July 1962, the Merseyside Civic Society _ Chair of MCS i originally Colin Reay.

proposed commissioning a fountain to - Colin Wilson, ARIBA'i Proposed the Fountain.
commemorate the opening of the Tryweryn scheme - Roy Parker, ARIBA i Proposed Richard Huws.
& set up a Sub-Committee:- - Two Other MCS members

- Representatives of Graeme Shankand
Scheme involved flooding of Tryweryn valley and (Liverpool City Planning Consultant)
village of Capel Celyn in Gwynedd. Protesters
marching through Liverpool >>>>

MSC approached Richard Huws to design the
fountain but as a Welsh nationalist, RH would not be S48
associated with the scheme.

Wanting RH as the designer, the MCS agreed that
the fountain should, instead, simply commemorate
the opening of the precinct for which it was
proposed.




Design of Plazza Fountain

< One of RHOS presentat.

APresented to Sub-Committee, Oct 1962 and to
Graeme Shankland & Walter Bor, City Planning
Officer, January 1963

AProposed 20 tipping stainless-steel hoppers
Y supported on and fed from 7 bronze vertical
N LI pipes.

I " AProposed 14 smaller hoppers each cantilevered
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- .
5;‘,
A

i .

.
e

MBS BN L supported between 2 of the vertical pipes.

- 2“" = AChose to extend vertical supply pipes above the
«== top hoppers, likening the effecttoi k ni t t i r
f needles skewered t hr.ouc



- 1 Search for Suitable Site

. on Planned Pedestrian Network

4. The Goree Plazza

A Site proposed in July 1964, and

- considered ideal by RH, enhancing the
sound effects by being the most
enclosed.



Design of Fountain Complex

ADevel opment s London ar ch
Partners, had proposed a small square pool alone.

ARichard Huws redesigned complex with a design
that complemented the sculptural forms of the
fountain itself, to give:-

- A much larger, circular receiving pool

- An integral cantilevered viewing platform with a
pump room below in the circular base.

- A freestanding cantilevered viewing platform around
a circular ventilation shaft to carpark below.

- Two seating walls forming a separate lower space.

# AVi ewing platforms essent.i
RH6s desi gn o f full plapgyvgtion and enjoyment.



Completion and Opening 1967

A Arts Council Grant of £750 given to MCS to
cover hal f o f Ri chard HU

A Given on recommendation of Hugh Scrutton,
Director of the Walker Art Gallery, who
commentedthatn Ther e 1 s no dou
project is an outstandingly good one a

A7/4/67:-ibuckets are being p
A14/4/67: Modifiedtogivei|l ess vi ol ent

A2 May 1967: Opening ceremony attended by
The Mayor, Chairman of Thames Estates (the
developers), Richard Huws and his youngest
daughter and main members of MCS etc.

AThe opening was widely reported in local,
national and architectural press i as in 1951.



D sy EN

Built as
designed
In 1962
< October
1962 design
May 1967 >
photograph §
RH on right §




A Target for Vandals, 1967-97

A May 1967: Piazza was then a wholly office area, largely
unsupervised at night, in a city that RH claimed was
Anfamous for vandal i smo.

A Temporarily stopped after only 10 days due to people
throwing litter into the hoppers

A Pre January 1968 i Shut down for complete overhaul after
further vandalism, including of original floodlighting.

A After that, hoppers cleaned daily and water changed
weekly, rather than weekly and monthly as originally
planned.

A After 3 years: Bearings showing signs of wear resulting in
iIncreasingly leakages

AEar | y :théughdtd lsave been turned off more or less
permanently.

AL at e 1 Bidpgers found to be left full of bricks and
other rubble.



> By Brock Carmichael, Architects
1997'2000 Restoratlon with BCA Landscape for the

— Beetham Organisation

AAward winning conversion and extension of
Wilberforce House into a mixed use
development with apartments, offices, a
restaurant and bar 1 Beetham Plaza

ARelandscaping of Goree Piazza.
o i (W -..LJL.’C,m-.M i um by - Fountain seating walls removed;

LI lll.l -.IJ Illl J-..II i.'_h.lll_r

RIS AL B WL PN SR < WL - Terrace extended towards Drury Lane and
T NIAGATI A . | paving raised with lightweight void formers.
it "“” “':!‘f".'.'l,“l 1 - Shallow steps replaced with steeper ones.
u','lfl-'.;.fiﬂl.-"jl}.' STSiTRE - Width and height of pool wall increased.
TR - Floor and inner wall of pool re-tiled.
- Water depth reduced from 16 to 4 inches.
- Outer mosaic tiled walls of pool and viewing
_ platforms re-surfaced and repainted.
Hi"il - Actual fountain restored to full working

: diti d lighting installed.
Ground Floor Plan after re-landscaping condition ant hew lighting Instafle
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Fountain Condition 2008-2019, from videos

Year Month No. of |[No. stuck|No. stuck|No. stuck| Extent of| Water Soapy Video
hoppers | down & |upright &| upside | leakage Dyed Water Source
tipping |emptying|emptying| down Blue

2008 February 19 1 Little YouTube
2010 March Nearly all
August
September f

~

* Little apparent leakage but from long filling times the water pressure appears very low




>~ 2019 Threat to the Piazza Fountain.

A \ RO
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¥ je279 > \ 2 \ A Proposal by developers, the Elliot Group, to build a
m@r?éiﬁﬁ?v%?ﬁ?ﬁfk o = 10 storey, 100 bedroomed hotel on the fountain site and
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v | N A gl E relocate the actual fountain elsewhere.

A EIl i ot plaaastveyssdortedby Li ver po
ex Mayor, the LCCO6s Directo
Assistant Director of Highways.

A Subsequently, all 4 arrested by Merseyside Police on
muspicion of bribery and cc

A Would have been a gross over-development in an
already small oOpublicd squa
-L i v er World Hebditage Site.

-The Cityodos Castle Street C
-Pevsner 6s definite Archite
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Development stopped by listing of fountain on 9 Aug
2019 and following arrests and consequent Government
iIntervention in LCC, fountain should now be secure.




Goree Piazza is ideal site; o
Reasons fountain should not A}/(\)/roiltjédliggﬁg.te or severely diminish at least a half of the reasons

be relocated:- A Fountain complex, albeit not the actual fountain, designed
specifically for the Goree Piazza to exploit change in levels and

New ApartHotel limited sunlight reaching the square.

S \
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\

A The first and only surviving art enhanced, purpose built, public
square built for 1965 Shankland Plan

A Appropriately, the closest of the 4 proposed sites to the Mersey
estuary, while still relatively sheltered.

A 1deal site, enhancing the fountain both aurally and visually by
being easily the most enclosed

A Suitability later improved by use of reflective cladding on the
surrounding buildings.

A Further enclosed to NW by recently built apart-hotel.

A Site otherwise quiet, enabling effects to be fully appreciated,
largely devoid of traffic/other distractions.

A The architectural interest is heightened by the fact that it is in an
unexpected, 'hidden' location Visitors intriguingly hear the
fountain first .

©
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5. AAfrican plaque i s e fsfeespetificvel y
memorial to its role in the slave trade.




Hist@it Enhglandts REasapd far hidirgy $- Aréhdeatwrad Interestf o |

1. i listarare and important example of a mid-C20 kinetic water
sculpture designed by the notable artist-engineer Richard Huws,
and is his sole-surviving water sculptureo.

2. 1t he fimprassiaeilangé-scale design successfully
combines aesthetics with engineering, producing a sculpture that
utilises shipbuilding expertise &

3. N i unisjue design incorporating hoppers of differing size set at
differing heights, and which tip unexpectedly, creates a dramatic
visual and acoustic display by replicating the sounds and
movements of a stormy and tempestuous sea; a particularly apt
symbolism in the international port city of Liverpoolo ;

4. Nt he assoewanhgdpl atforms are 1 nt e
design, understanding and appreciation, and play a key aesthetic
role in the composition as well as fulfilling functional roles in
housing the fountainds pump and \

Richard Huws 1902-80. car par ko.




Hist@wit Englands REasapd fa hidirg $- Aréheeatwrald Interestf o |

1. i listarare and important example of a mid-C20 kinetic water
sculpture designed by the notable artist-engineer Richard Huws,
and is his sole-surviving water sculptureo.

2. 1t he fimprassiaeilangé-scale design successfully
combines aesthetics with engineering, producing a sculpture that
utilises shipbuilding expertise &

3. N i unisjue design incorporating hoppers of differing size set at
differing heights, and which tip unexpectedly, creates a dramatic
visual and acoustic display € .

Display lost/severely diminished if relocated to a busier/noisier,
less sheltered and/or less enclosed site.

4. fithe associatedvi ewi ng pl atforms are 1 nt e
design, understanding and appreciation, and play a key aesthetic
role in the composition é .
Listed pool and platforms constructed of in-situ reinforced

Listed Fountain Complex concrete, so virtually impossible to relocate.




Hist@it Englands REasaypd far hidirg $- HiRarialstezests  f o |

1. it he devslopgdnand improved upon a Festival of
Britain prototype produced by Huws, which was
di splayed outside Basil Spen

2. it typifies the 1950s/1960s policy of enhancing
cityscapes through the incorporation of artwork in the
public real m. o

Historic England, August 2019.

This first and sole example of an art enhanced
1960s Liverpool public square, lost if fountain
removed or the piazzaredeveloped.

Historically important as the first and one of the

few fully completed sectionsof Shank|l andds
Liverpool City Centre Plan of 1965

- albeit mercifully so!

(Shankland| a b e Ihlee d uittc her of Li

1951 FoB Water Mobile Scupture
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?QQ’ 21 Fascinating Places Listed in
of > 2019

® Published 20 December 2019

England in 2019. As the year draws to a close, we've picked 21 highlights that
have gained protection or been upgraded.

«& Over 500 historic places have been added to the National Heritage List for



A The British system of restoring the historic
Overall Approach and environment focusses on conservation rather

2 a than preservation -fvery often assets can
Aims Of the Renovation accommodate change and alteration without

, causing harm to t heiHistoricn't
England, Nov 2019

A Main aim is to restore the overall appearance and
performance of the Piazza Fountain to what they
were at its opening in May 1967, but

A not necessarily to restore it to exactly as built in
1966/1967.

A Some of the changes made with the 1997-2000 re-
landscaping of the piazza need to be accepted.

A Also it can accommodate engineering advances
and new safety standards introduced since 1967.

A As a result, the Piazza Fountain, when fully
renovated, should be literally better, safer and more
robust than when first opened in May 1967.

.

After opening ceremony i 2 May 1967



Rlchard HuUwsS: Main Inspiration

A Then uncommon mix of Engineer and Artist

< The north-east coast of Anglesey close
to Richard HuwsoOo chil

< Close up of the Piazza fountain pool
after opening ceremony in May 1967

sound and movement e 0
temper ament al seado




Restoring the designed appearance of the fountain
and i t he sound and movement ¢é of the
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Designed appearance with 4@uWrnmne n(tl 6aop) p enaartaenrc ed ewpitthh 1 0 C

A Dramatic wave effects A No real wave effects
A Impact of cascades cushioned by deeper water A No cushioning of cascades on pool floor tiling
A Base of fountain totally concealed A Base of fountain totally exposed

(by grey colour, deeper and largely white water). (made worse by bright blue colour!)



Restoring the designed appearance of the fountain
andit he sound and movement ¢é of the

Broad 40 deg upward
floodlight designed to
highlight hoppers and
cascades and

Narrow downfacing
floodlight designed to
highlight waves in
receiving pool

From an RH drawing >

-

Designed appearance with A4Théfoumaif was designeditd give 2 ch&ipeffdrts:-

A Dramatic wave effects | with lighting designed to highlight both at night.
A Impact of cascades cushioned by deeper water 1. the random cascades from the hoppers, and
A Base of fountain totally concealed 2. the resulting sea like wave effects in the pool.

(by grey colour, deeper and largely white water). Second effect currently lost due to low pool depth.



Restoring the designed appearance of fountain
andnt he sound and

No health & safety concernswith1 6 0 d & p96h!!!
but with increasing recognition of H & S

pool depth reduced to only some 100mm (4 inches) when
fountain restored between 1997 and 2000.

mov e ment e of t h e

Remaining easy accessibility of pool suggests that some
safety measures will be needed if the designed 16 inches
(400mm) of water and consequent better appearance
and performance of the fountain is to be restored.



Restoring the designed appearance of fountain
Possi ble safety measures to enabl

Underwater safety net

New 'safety' coping

ite

T T T T T
p N(—‘-Tw 'S‘afe-‘,ty' (Ijoping‘

Existing void formers

Existing paving

R.C. roof to underground carpark - %

Possible new coping of pool wall and safety net

A New coping prevents inappropriate use of top of wal
A Safety net will prevent children reaching deep water T
A Robust fishing net like safety measure appropriate!




Restoring the designed performance of fountain
(to glve tlpplng frequencies of 15 to 90 seconds)
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Restoring the designed performance of fountain
(to give tipping frequencies of 15 to 90 seconds)

Worn bronze supply pipe  Main leakage point exposed TUFNOL sleeve in hopper



