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An Open Letter to the Mayor, Councillors and Chief Executive of 

Liverpool City Council 
 

We are appalled by the decision of Liverpool Planning Committee to approve an application 

for the installation of zipwires across the west facade of St George’s Hall, for the 

construction of gantries and a landing deck on the top of the Central Library and for change 

of use of part of the Central Library so that it can be allocated to the operator of the zipwire 

attraction.  

 

Councillors will be in no doubt of the significance of the location. Views of St George’s Hall, 

St John’s Gardens and the William Brown Street buildings are continually shown, quite 

rightly, in publicity about the City’s cultural assets. In fact St George’s Hall is the very 

exemplar of Victorian municipal Classicism. As you know, a Grade I listed building, a Grade 

II* listed building, a Conservation Area and a World Heritage Site are involved.  

 

We strongly disagree with the Council’s view (stated in their recommendation to the 

Committee) that the level of harm to these heritage assets “will be towards the lower end of 

the less than substantial harm spectrum.” On the contrary we believe that the proposals will 

deal a devastating blow to the complex of buildings and the Gardens, to numerous parts of it, 

and to its overall coherence. 

 

We come from a range of backgrounds, from Liverpool and from far afield, but we are united 

in our love for this extraordinary and wonderful place, and we do not wish to see its 

significance compromised, if not mutilated. 

 

The execution of the proposals will depend on the Council allowing the Central Library to be 

used as the base for the zipwire operation. We strongly urge that they do not proceed with 

this, and that the Approval be allowed to lapse.  
 
The following 181 signatories have come together for no other reason than to jointly express our deep concern about the 

Zipwires proposal. Further information is available on the Engage Liverpool website: www.engageliverpool.com 

 
 

Jennifer Abbene   

Michael Alexander 

 

Graham Arnold 

Conservation Officer, retired, Wirral 

 

Cathy Augustine 

Diana Barnes 

 

Clay Baylor  

Landscape Architect 

 

Anne R Beer 

Professor emeritus, University of Sheffield 

 

Sheena Beevers 

 

John Belchem 

Emeritus Professor of History, University of Liverpool 

 

David Bell 

Karen Bellion 

Lila Bennett 
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Elizabeth Bentley    

School Librarian 

 

Chris Bernard 

Writer and Film Director 

 

Kit Berry 

Author 

 

Tony Birtill 

Irish Language Tutor, Liverpool Irish Centre 

 

Kate Blair   

 

Dr John Bold  

Reader emeritus, University of Westminster, Editor of the  

Transactions of the Ancient Monuments Society 

 

Katie Boyes 

Matthew Boyes 

 

Dr Eva Branscome  

Bartlett School of Architecture, University College London 

 

Lynn Breeze 

Author 

 

Professor Mosette Broderick 

College of Arts and Science, New York University 

 

Charlotte Brookhouse 

Architectural Assistant, alumna of Liverpool School of Architecture 

 

Professor Stephen Brookhouse 

University of Westminster School of Architcture, alumnus of Liverpool School of Architecture 

 

Paul Brooks  

 

Dr Peter Brown 

Senior Lecturer, retired, Vice President of Merseyside Civic Society 

 

Sue Brown 

 

Liz Brownlee 

Poet  

 

John Chandler 

Chair, Liverpool Irish Festival 

 

Sue Clark   

 

Kirsty Clarke 

 

Terry Clarke 

Teacher, Liverpool city centre resident 

 

Val Cobbin 

 

Carol Cody 

 

Sheila Coleman 

Spokesperson for the Hillsborough Justice Campaign 

 

Dee Coombes 

Liza Corkerry 
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Gillian Darley OBE 

President of the Twentieth Century Society 

 

Julie Day 

 

Gavin Davenport MA 

Chair, Merseyside Civic Society 

 

Luci Davin 

 

Narinder Dhami 

Author 

 

Edward Diestelkamp 

Lecturer, NYU in London 

 

Penny Dolan 

Author 

 

Maria Dougan 

Simon Duckett 

Kieran Matthew Dunne    

Claire Edwards    

 

Linda Evans 

Member of the Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals 

 

Annie Everall  OBE   

Librarian  

 

Martin Everett 

 

Peter Farrall 

Architect, Senior Lecturer, Liverpool University School of Architecture 

 

Elena Fateeva 

Landscape Architect 

 

Julian Feary 

Architect 

 

Janice Finn  

Peter Flack 

 

Ronny Ford 

Lecturer, Liverpool University School of Architecture 

 

Adrian Forty 

Professor emeritus of Architectural History, University College London 

 

Professor Murray Fraser 

Bartlett School of Architecture, University College London,  

Chair of the Society of Architectural Historians of Great Britain 

 

Tom Freeman 

Lindsey German 

Lynne Gibbo  

 

Peter Glover   

Joint Branch Secretary Liverpool NEU, in a personal capacity 

 

Dr Thom Gorst 

Architect and architectural historian 

 

Michael Goulden 

Designer and historian 
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Alan Gibbons 

Children’s author and Campaign for the Book 

 

Dr Thom Gorst 

 

Richard Griffiths 

Richard Griffiths Architects 

 

Joanna De Guia 

 

Dr Peter Guillery 

Survey of London, Bartlett School of Architecture 

 

Charlie Hall 

 

Vanessa Harbour 

Author 

 

Brian Hatton 

Senior Lecturer, Liverpool John Moores University 

 

Sian Hartley 

Jonathan Haydock  

Jacquelyn Haskins 

Nikki Heath 

Rory Heap 

 

Katharine Heron MBE 

Emeritus Professor, University of Westminster School of Architecture 

 

Richard  Hill    

Architect 

 

Professor Rosemary Hill 

Biographer of A W N Pugin 

 

Dr Tanis Hinchcliffe  

Architectural historian 

 

Mary Hoffman 

Nina Houghton 

 

Peter Howell 

Historian 

 

Neil Hutchings 

 

Rod Hutchinson 

Former leader of Liverpool City Centre Planning and Urban Design Team 

 

Tracey Hylton 

Daren Ireland   

 

 

Professor Neil Jackson 

University of Liverpool, President of the Society of Architectural Historians of Great Britain 

 

Nigel James 

 

William Jeffcoate 

Lecturer, retired, University of Liverpool, Department of Education 

 

Ceri Jones 

Liverpool resident 

 

Laurie Jones 

Creative Director, Uniform, Liverpool 



 5 

 

Linda Jeanne Jones 

Retired librarian and lecturer 

 

Simon Jones 

Trevor Joyce  

 

Derek Kassem 

Member of Liverpool Central Library 

 

Frank Kelsall 

Past president of the Society of Architectural Historians of Great Britain 

 

Mike Killian   

Richard Knights 

Ruth Knox  

Kathy Lemaire OBE 

 

Todd Longstaffe-Gowan 

Landscape Architect 

 

Dave Lunn 

Author 

 

Carol Machell 

 

Alison Mackinder 

Architect  

 

Des Mannay 

Lesley Marshall 

Richard Mason 

Mike McCarthy 

 

Dr Robert G MacDonald RIBA 

President emeritus, Liverpool Architectural Society 

 

Barbara MacFarlane 

Architect, founder member of Matrix Feminist Design Co-operative 

 

Jimmy McGovern 

Sceenwriter and producer 

 

Paul McGowan 

 

Roger McGough 

Poet  

 

Neil McKenna 

Scott McKie 

Elspeth McLean 

 

David Massey 

Liverpool Resident 

 

Jackie Melvin 

Wendy Milburn   

John Moorhouse 

Donald Nelson 

 

Professor Elizabeth McKellar 

The Open University 

 

Tony Melling 

Chair, Liverpool History Society 

 

Wendy Milburn 
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Dr Richard Moore 

Merseyside Civic Society 

 

Ken Moth 

Architect 

 

Anyanna Ndukwe 

Women’s Officer, West Derby Constituency Labour Party 

 

Elaine O’Callaghan 

 

Mo O’Hara 

Author 

 

Dan O’Neill 

Architectural historian 

 

Samira Osman 

Author 

 

Clara Paillard 

PCS union Branch Secretary, Liverpool Museums (in a personal capacity) 

 

Korky Paul 

Illustrator 

 

Dr Oriel Prizeman 

Welsh school of Architecture, Cardiff University 

 

Gerry Proctor MBE 

Chair of Engage Liverpool 

 

Dr Ann Robey 

Architectural historian 

 

Kay Robinson  

 

Elizabeth Robinson 

Translator, former editor of The Victorian 

 

Steve Robinson  

 

Tim Ronalds 

Tim Ronalds Architects 

 

Ann Rooney 

Author 

 

Michael Rosen 

Poet and author, former Children’s Laureate 

 

Pauline Rowe 

 

Willy Russell   

Dramatist, lyricist and composer 

 

Francis Ryan 

Rodney Street, Liverpool 

 

Professor Andrew Saint 

Bartlett School of Architecture, University College London 

 

Andy Savage 

 

Alexei Sayle 

Actor, writer and comedian 
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John Scott 

Medical device consultant 

 

Christine Scott 

Landscape designer 

 

Joseph Sharples 

Architectural historian, author of The Pevsner Atchitectural Guide to Liverpool 

 

David Sheridan 

Julie Sloan-Fortune 

 

Emma Smith 

Director, Liverpool Irish Festival 

 

Professor Mark Swenarton 

University of Liverpool 

 

Levi Tafari  

Poet 

 

Yvonne Tennant 

 

Robert Thorne 

Engineering and construction historian 

 

John Tiernan 

Librarian, Liverpool Central Library, 1959-84, assistant director 1984-94, local historian 

 

Theresa Tomlinson 

Author 

 

Maria Toolan 

Brian Tootle 

 

Angela Topping 

Author 

 

Philip Towler 

 

Julian Treuherz 

Director, Walker Art Gallery, 1989-2007 

 

John Tuomey 

Architect, O’Donnell + Tuomey, RIBA Gold Medallists 2015 

 

Mo Ungi 

 

David Watkins 

Architect 

 

Sylvia Waugh 

 

Dr Susie West 

Senior Lecturer in art history and heritage, Open University 

 

John Westmoreland 

Audrey White 

Cathy Wilson 

 

Peter Woods DL 

Merseyside Building Preservation Trust 

 

David Woolrich 

Karen Woolrich 
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Ken Worpole 

Writer and social historian 

 

Paul Worsley 

Alan Wylie 

 
 
 


