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Abstract 

This thesis maps the public, collective memory of slavery in Liverpool from the beginning of the 

nineteenth century to the present day. Using a discourse-analytic approach, the study draws 

ƻƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ΨǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƎŜƴǊŜǎΩ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

written histories, guidebooks, commemorative occasions and anniversaries, newspapers, 

internet forums, black history organisations and events, tours, museums, galleries and the 

built environment. By drawing on a range of material across a longue durée, the study 

contributes to a more nuanced ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ΨǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ 

has remembered its exceptional involvement in transatlantic slavery across a two hundred 

year period. 

This thesis demonstrates Ƙƻǿ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ evolved through a 

chronological mapping (Chapter Two) which places memory in local, national and global 

context(s). The mapping of memory across source areas is reflected within the structure of the 

thesis, beginning with ΨaŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ¢ŜǊǊŀƛƴΩ (Part One), which demonstrates the 

influence and intertextuality of identity narratives, anecdotes, metaphors and debates over 

time and genre; ΨaƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ aŜƳƻǊȅΩ (Part Two), where public commemorative occasions, 

anniversariŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΩ accentuate ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

the negotiation of a dissonant pastΤ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ aŜƳƻǊȅΩ (Part Three), where debate and 

discourse around particular places ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ have forged multiple 

lieux de memoire όǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅύ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƳȅǘƘǎΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ and contestations over 

race and representation.  

Through its approach, structure and methods of analysis, this thesis argues that 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ varying uses of the past alongside 

contemporary circumstance and context. However, and as the long durée approach has 

demonstrated, ongoing engagements with this history continue to impact and influence 

subsequent commemorations, creating mnemonic legacies across time. Additionally, the 

memory of slavery in Liverpool has been further complicated by the ongoing memory of 

context; the ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻmic, political, and, 

especially racial history. The discourse-analytic approach, moreover, demonstrates ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩǎ 

active and interactive dynamics, which incorporate broader societal discourses, and reveal the 

social processes of collective memory.   
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CHAPTER ONE 

~ 

Introduction  

 

Liverpool has no public memorial to transatlantic slavery. For a port city once deemed the 

ΨǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

in enslaved African people, this may seem surprising.1 Given the creation of a number of other 

public memorials in former slave ports in Britain in recent years (tŜǊƻΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ in Bristol, 1999; 

Captured Africans memorial in Lancaster, 2005; Gilt of Cain monument in London, 2008), as 

well as Liverpool being home to the oldest settled and continuous black community in the 

country, this anomaly becomes all the more striking. However, whilst there may be no tangible 

official public memorial to commemorate its role in transatlantic slavery, or the effects of this 

on African and African descended people, there have been numerous other lieux de memoire, 

official or otherwise, in the public domain over the last two hundred years.2  

Stating that Liverpool has no memorial to slavery does of course require a particular 

definition of what a memorial might be. Liverpool does have, on the one hand, a museum 

dedicated to transatlantic slavery (the International Slavery Museum), slavery walking tours of 

the city, and an annual commemorative ceremony, Slavery Remembrance Day (23rd August). 

On the other hand, however, there is no physical, tangible, and crucially permanent 

ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 

slavery into the public sphere. But perhaps this is no bad thing. As James Young suggests in 

relation to Holocaust memory, memorials can have restrictive consequences: 

 
For it may be the finished monument that completes memory itself, puts a cap on 
memory-work, and draws a bottom line underneath an era that must always haunt 

                                                           
1
 Seymour Drescher, "The Slaving Capital of the World: Liverpool and National Opinion in the Age of 
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Germany. Better a thousand years of Holocaust memorial competitions in Germany 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ άŦƛƴŀƭ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ3 

 

Not only does this raise interesting questions over what memorials should be and do, but  

relates directly to broader questions over the nature of collective memory itself, and the 

ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ǉŀǎǘ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΦ  

 

Memory 

 
This thesis is concerned with the public, collective memory of slavery in Liverpool.4 Memory is, 

as Andreas Huyssen suggestǎΣ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƻ Ǉƛƴ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψŀǎ soon as we try to define 

it, it starts slipping and slidinƎΣ ŜƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƎǊŀǎǇ ƛǘΩΦ5 In some ways this may also be no 

ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎΣ 

constructing too rigid a definition of memory might similarly restrict its usefulness. Moreover, 

ƛǘǎ ΨǇŀǊǘƛŀƭΣ ŀƭƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜΣ 

ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŀǇŜǳǘƛŎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƘŀƻǘƛŎ ǘƛƳŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘh century, when the term gained 

considerable scholarly attention and debates over the relationship between history and 

memory flourished.6 Lǘǎ ΨƛƳǇǊŜŎƛǎŜΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
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ŦƭǳƛŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ψappropriated by unexpected hands, to connect 

apparently unrelated topics, to explain anew old problems.Ω7 

Given its ambiguity, it is in some ways easier to begin by outlining what I am not 

including in my definition of the term. This thesis is not primarily concerned with the 

psychological or psychoanalytical study of memory, or indeed the memory of individuals in 

isolation (though the actions and agency of individuals is considered where relevant to the 

shaping of collective memory). This project is not an ethnography of black (or white) 

Liverpudlians, private and individual trans-generational or familial memory and its 

dissemination, though this is addressed where it emerges publicly. The focus of this study is on 

collective memory in public discourseΣ ƛƴ ΨǘŜȄǘǎΩΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 

memory work in the public domain, from both authoritative projections and contesting voices, 

and indeed the spaces in between.  

I met memory through heritage. Having studied Cultural Heritage Management, I was 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ-day process, as a verb, which is 

used within contemporary identity construction and meaning-making, standing in contrast to 

ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛŎΣ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘhrough generations.8 

Heritage, therefore, is situated very much in the present ς it is what we do with the past; in 

museums, historic sites, festivals, re-enactments, traditions, art, literature and much more. 

{ǳŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ to some of those surrounding memory, 

particularly in relation to interpretations concerning its relationship with identity. Here, it is 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩΦ9 Cattell and 

/ƭƛƳƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƴƻ ǎŜƭŦΣ ƴƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜƴ ǘƻ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǿŀȅΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƳƴŜǎƛŀǎΩΦ10 Similarly, Anthony Smith states that memory is essential to any kind 

of human identity and that in the case oŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ψcarry shared memories of 
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what tƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ άǘƘŜƛǊέ ǇŀǎǘΩΦ11 These more recent discussions of memory and 

identity follow on from the foundational work of French Durkheimian sociologist Maurice 

Halbwachs, noted for pioneering the idea that memory, far from being a process of isolated 

recollection undertaken by the individual mind, was first and foremost a collective process 

which was influenced by the dynamics of group membership, and inherently bound up in the 

changing nature of society itself.12 

At points this relationship has been considered with some scepticism, in part as a 

result of the prolific use of both terms simultaneously in academic discourse, peppering the 

introductions of monographs and articles, without being developed much further.13 Such 

ǘŜǊƳǎ Ŏŀƴ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜΣ ŀǎ WƻƘƴ Dƛƭƭƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ΨŦǊŜŜ-ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀΩΣ ŘŜǾƻƛŘ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

or conceptual context.14 Gillis nonetheless emphasises the significance of this relationship 

through the co-dependence of memory and identity: 

 

The parallel lives of these two terms alert us to the fact that the notion of identity 
depends on the idea of memory, and vice versa. The core meaning of any individual or 
group identity, namely, a sense of sameness over time and space, is sustained by 
remembering; and what is remembered is defined by the assumed identity.15 
 

However, neither term refers to fixed phenomena or indeed easily definable categories. Too 

often, Alan Megill suggests, identity is viewed as largely unproblematic and pre-fabricated, 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ƛƴ ΨǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǇǊŜ-existing identities 

forward.16 This is a criticism he extends to Halbwachs, who viewed social identities as existing 

prior to the collective memories they construct ς ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ precedes ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΦ17 

Alternatively the relationship between memory and identity is more appropriately understood 
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as constantly undergoing revision, ever in-flux, as peǊƘŀǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ 

tŜǘŜǊ bƻǾƛŎƪ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ 

expression and maintenance (or contestation).18 !ǎ WƻƘƴ Dƛƭƭƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ψconstantly 

revising our memories to suit ouǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ {ǘǳŀǊǘ Iŀƭƭ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

ΨŜǾŜǊ ǳƴ-ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ19 wƛŎƘŀǊŘ IŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ΨǿƘƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΩ 

ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛǾŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ψincludes many voices and varying degrees of 

understandƛƴƎ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣΩ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ 

about conflict and contestation and miscommunication as construction and dialogue.20 

[ƛƪŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩΣ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ-

situated ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ IŜƴŎŜ DŜƻŦŦǊŜȅ /ǳōƛǘǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŀǎΥ  

 

Χthe process (or processes) through which a knowledge or awareness of past events 
or conditions is developed and sustained within human societies, and through which, 
therefore, individuals within those societies are given the sense of a past that extends 
beyond what they themselves personally rememberΩΦ21 

 
 
These processes, which are enacted in the present, may well include choices about 

representation, but, as Peter Novick suggests, these are limited and questions should be raised 

concerning ΨǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ.22 Further, such choices have a social impact, if 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ΨǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

subjective ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǇƻǿŜǊΦΩ23  

¢ƘŜ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭΩ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ /ǳōƛǘǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŘƛŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΦΩ24 

Culture, as Stuarǘ Iŀƭƭ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎΣ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎΩΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 

things and the production and re-production of meaning through available signs and 
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symbols.25 Situating memory in a cultural context therefore highlights the potentials and 

limitations of representation within the realms of what is communicable at a given moment. 

What is communicable, however, is itself restrictive ς Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ΨǿƘƻǎŜ 

ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀǎ bƻǾƛŎƪ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƻƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ varying 

access to cultural resources.26  

[ƛƪŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ 

is a theoretical perspective which is similar to that of cultural heritage. However, whilst the 

study of heritage necessarily prioritises the contemporary context in which this process takes 

place; examining the political, social and cultural factors deemed influential in its construction, 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩǎ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ 

eƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜΣ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŀ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 

moment in time, (considering the socio-political context that the creation of a museum 

exhibition in the early twentieth century sits within, for example), to limit memory to such 

ΨƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭƭȅΩ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ-restricted case studies may well be missing the more dynamic and 

ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩǎ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ǾŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ 

mysterious workings.  

In part this relates to how we understand the past-to-present relationship. Recent 

scholarship generally foregrounds the present-day perspective of collective memory, where 

Ψŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ώƛǎϐ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΩΦ27 This understanding, 

Alon Confino argues, should not be one that surprises most historians, familiar as they are to 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ΨǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜΦ28 However, as Arjun 

Appadurai argues, this does not mean that the past is infinitely malleable - there are 

ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ΨŘŜōŀǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩΣ ƻǊ ŀǎ LǊǿƛƴ-Zarecka succinctly puts it, the process of memory is 

Ψƴƻǘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜ-for-ŀƭƭΩΦ29 Whilst this necessarily relates to the cultural parameters within 
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ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘόǎύΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ remembered, 

ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ΨǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴŀȅ 

ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΩΦ30 /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ ȅŜǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨǳǎŜǎΩ 

of the past in the present. It touches questions concerning ΨǿƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǳǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ΨŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ31  

[ŀǳǊŀƧŀƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ32 Whilst, 

as will be discussed below, I advocate a discourse analytic approach within the study of 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ-ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ restricts the ways in 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΣ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ŀǎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ 

term for many diverging engagements with the past, moves beyond, around and through such 

rigid structural parameters in frequently surprising ways. What I consider here is a segment of 

an engagement with a particular past, considering the evolving memory-ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ 

with and representing the past and not others. Further, in focusing too narrowly on largely 

political features as more structural considerations of discourse might, much of the fuller 

texture of memory is missed, particularly in relation to more social and cultural concerns, and 

significantly, in the realms of reception. Reception, an area considered largely absent in 

memory studies,33 can be partly addressed through discourse analysis and in particular the 

analysis of debates over memory. 

 

Memory and Discourse 

 

Ψ{ǇŜŜŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴΧ IŜƴŎŜ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦΩ34 

- Maurice Halbwachs 
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To map an evolving public memory of slavery across time, this study takes as its 

methodological guide, a discourse-analytic approach. As the above quotation illustrates, 

language and discursive structures have long been considered central to the construction of 

collective memory. However, few scholars have adopted discourse analysis as a tool for 

studying memory, particularly as a methodological framework for addressing change over 

timeΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ŀǎ IŀƭōǿŀŎƘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ Ψώƴϐƻ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪs used by 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ 

ƳŀŘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ΨǾŜǊōŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ35 If such conventions are 

central to the construction of collective memory, it follows that one of the ways in which 

collective memory can be studied is through the analysis of such structures.  

 HereΣ ΨƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΩ is understood from a sociological perspective as the medium through 

which meaning is produced and shared, as a signifying process where signs and symbols 

(particular words, noises, colours etc.) are used to stand for (represent) some particular 

element, i.e. a concept, instruction or emotion.36 ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊƳ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΩ ƻŦ 

certain subjects. As Stuart Hall explains: 

 

Discourses are ways of referring to or constructing knowledge about a particular topic 
or practice: a cluster (or formation) of ideas, images and practices, which provide ways 
of talking about, forms of knowledge and conduct associated with, a particular topic, 
social activity or institutional site in society.37 

 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ of a particular topic, here Liverpool 

ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ όƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅύ Ƙŀǎ 

been constructeŘ όǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΩ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

engagements and negotiations (and restrict others) with the subject.  

 Wŀƴ !ǎǎƳŀƴƴΩǎ Moses the Egyptian, a mnemohistory of Egypt in European memory, 

ǿŀǎΣ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ŀ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ !ǎǎƳŀƴƴ ǿŀǎΣ 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ Ψa concatenation of texts which are 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ƻǊ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΩ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

approach was to place suŎƘ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ Ψŀ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΦ38 This meant, Assmann 

ŀŘƳƛǘǎΣ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǇǇŜŘ ŀ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ōǳǘ 
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ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƭŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭΩ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭΩ setting was the focus the term had 

come to encompass following the theoretical shifts emanating from the work of Michel 

Foucault from the 1960s.39 Ψ5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ CƻǳŎŀǳƭǘΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ is a system of 

representation which produces and re-ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ΨƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ40  

Foucault ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩΣ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ Ψǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎΣ 

as Gary Gutting suggests, also largely what many historians are concerned with.41 Historic 

ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΩ ƛƴ CƻǳŎŀǳƭǘΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ enable or constrain ways of writing, speaking or even thinking 

about a particular topic at a particular point in time.42 Whilst historic specificity was central to 

CƻǳŎŀǳƭǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ όƛndeed focused on) the possibility of 

change ς that one discursive field could undergo structural re-organisation, thus changing the 

knowledge of that subject.43 This historicization of discourse meant knowledge could differ 

radically at different times, poiƴǘƛƴƎ CƻǳŎŀǳƭǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǿƛƭŘ ŘƛǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǘǊŀƴǎƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ44 In this way, Foucault was 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ǎǎƳŀƴƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

study, concerned as it is with an evolving memory-discourse of slavery in Liverpool over two 

hundred years meets these two methodologies at their central temporal axis. It is concerned 

with both directions, placing points of a broader (longer) discourse analysis within specific 

historic contexts. 

 aŜƳƻǊȅΣ ƭƛƪŜ ΨƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΩΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ representation which is discursively 

constructed.45 A discourse-analytic approach to the study of memory tracks not only changes 
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ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎΩ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ 
Foucault embraced a broader definition of what could be included as part of discourse, including 
images, institutions, laws, physical actions as well as text (words written or spoken) ς all of which 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ΨōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ. A. W. McHoul and Wendy Grace, A 
Foucault Primer: Discourse, Power and the Subject  (London: UCL Press, 1993), 26. 

40
 Stuart Hall, "The Work of Representation," in Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying 

Practices, ed. Stuart Hall (London: Sage in association with the Open University, 1997), 43. 

41
 Gary Gutting, "Introduction - Michel Foucault: A User's Manual," in The Cambridge Companion to 

Foucault, ed. Gary Gutting (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), 10. 

42
 McHoul and Grace, A Foucault Primer: Discourse, Power and the Subject, 31. 

43
 Joseph Rouse, "Power/Knowledge," in The Cambridge Companion to Foucault, ed. Gary Gutting 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), 93. 

44
 Hall, "The Work of Representation," 46-47. 

45
 Foucault speaks of language as representation where ΨΧǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όlangage) 

always refers back to something else; objects are designated by it; meaning is intended by it; the subject 
is referred back to it by a number of signs even if he is not himself present in them. Language always 
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in discursive structures or the components of whŀǘ ŀ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ƻŦ ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ 

in Liverpool might be, but crucially asks what this might mean in relation to broader social 

contexts and issues. It considers the contested production and re-production of power 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΣ ŀ position which relates to understandings of collective memory 

ŀǎ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ 

ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ŀƴƴƛƘƛƭŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ46 The discursive approach is concerned with the 

consequences of this process, of the social impact that creating particular meanings and 

knowledge can have.47  

The scholarship on discourse analysis, whilst expansive, holds little in the way of a 

unified methodology. That said, there are general themes within the social-constructionist 

approach that are useful for establishing a framework for a memory-discourse study. At the 

heart of this approach is the understanding that language is not a neutral reflection of the 

social world, but creates and changes it.48 Recent work in heritage studies has advocated for 

the use of Critical Discourse Analysis as a methodology for understanding the discursive 

ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ49 Developed through 

a network of scholars across sociology and critical linguistics,50 CDA places particular focus on 

ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ 

it is expressed, signalled, constituted, legitimised and so on by language use (or in 

ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜύΦΩ51 However, beyond this approaches to CDA also vary.  

                                                                                                                                                                          
ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴǘΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦΩ John Gillis 
ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ōƻǘƘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ 
Andreas Huyssen suggests that we should think about memory as a form of re-presentation in that 
ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōǎŜƴǘΦΩ ! ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ 
made by Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, trans. Alan M. Sheridan Smith (London: 
Tavistock Publications, 1972), 111; Gillis, "Introduction," 5; Huyssen, "Present Pasts," 3-4. 

46
 Gillis, "Introduction," 5. 

47
 This is in contrast to the semiotic approach as taken by Swiss Linguist Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-

1913). For a discussion of the semiotic approach to discourse see Hall, "The Work of Representation," 
31-36. 

48
 Marianne Jørgensen and Louise Phillips, Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method  (London: SAGE, 

2002), 1. 

49
 See Emma Waterton, Laurajane Smith, and Gary Campbell, "The Utility of Discourse Analysis to 

Heritage Studies: The Burra Charter and Social Inclusion," International Journal of Heritage Studies 12, 
no. 4 (2006). 

50
 This CDA network of scholars initially included Ruth Wodak, Normal Fairclough, Teun van Dijk, 

Gunther Kress and Theo van Leeuwen.  

51
 Ruth Wodak, "What CDA is About - A Summary of its History, Important Concepts and its 

Development," in Methods of Critical Discourse Analysis, ed. Ruth Wodak and Michael Meyer (London: 
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 Two major figures in CDA, Norman Fairclough and Teun van Dijk, demonstrate some of 

this variance. Norman Fairclough has perhaps gone furthest to develop a form of theory and 

methodology for ΨŘƻƛƴƎΩ /5!Φ52 He ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀǎ Ψŀƴ ƛǊǊŜŘǳŎƛōƭŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΩΣ 

meaning that any social analysis must take language into account but without viewing social 

ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ΨǊŜŘǳŎŜŘΩ ǘƻ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ53 ¢ƘŜ ΨŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊse in 

ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ CŀƛǊŎƭƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ, in which discourse is also viewed as contributing to 

the construction of social identities, social relations and systems of knowledge and meaning.54 

However, Fairclough acknowledges that discourse analysis alone is not sufficient and 

advocates for the adoption of a range of social and cultural theory to fill non-discursive gaps.55 

Fairclough also focused on interdiscursivity (the way different discourses and genres 

ΨŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜΩ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊύΣ intertextuality (how ΨǘŜȄǘǎΩ ŘǊŀǿ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨǘŜȄǘǎΩύ ŀƴŘ viewed 

discourse(s) as historically situated yet evolving across time.56 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƭƛŀōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ΨŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎΩ 

discourse which differs from CƻǳŎŀǳƭǘΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ time-bound ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎƛǘȅ ƻǊ ΨǊŀŘƛŎŀƭΩ 

change. The intertextuality of discourse relates to the perceived dialogic quality of collective 

memory proposed by Jeffrey Olick, whose ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǘƘ-ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅΩ ƻŦ 

collective memory whilst mapping representations over time. Olick warns against potential 

tunnel visions of (present) context-dependent assessments of memory. As Olick states: 

 

ΧǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
to-past relation after another; images of the past depend not only on the relationship 

                                                                                                                                                                          
SAGE, 2001), 2. ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƻƴ IŀōŜǊƳŀǎΩǎ ǘƘŜƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
ΨŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘΩ ōȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ  

52
 Jørgensen and Phillips, Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method, 60. CŀƛǊƭƻǳƎƘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ 

approach is outlined in Norman Fairclough, Analysing Discourse: Textual Analysis for Social Research  
(London: Routledge, 2003). However, earlier work on which this text builds includes Norman Fairclough, 
Language and Power, 2nd ed. (London: Longman, 2001); Norman Fairclough, Critical Discourse Analysis, 
2nd ed. (London: Longman, 1995); Norman Fairclough, Discourse and Social Change  (Cambridge: Polity 
Press, 1992); Lilie Chouliarki and Norman Fairclough, Discourse in Late Modernity, 2nd ed. (Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh University Press, 1999). 

53
 Fairclough, Analysing Discourse, 2. 

54
 Jørgensen and Phillips, Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method, 67. 

55
 Ibid., 69. 

56
 ΨIn talking about discourses as different ways of representing, we are implying a degree of repetition, 

commonality in the sense that they are shared by groups of people, and stability over time. In any text 
we are likely to find many different representations of aspects of the world, but we would not call each 
separate representation a separate discourse. Discourses transcend such concrete and local 
representations in the ways I have suggested, and also because a particular discourse can, so to speak, 
generate many specific representationsΩ Fairclough, Analysing Discourse, 41, 124. 
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between past and present but also on the accumulation of previous such relationships 
and their ongoing constitution and reconstitution.57 
 

Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǇŀǘƘ-ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅΩΣ Olick draws upon Mikhail 

.ŀƪƘǘƛƴΩǎ ǘƘŜƻǊƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛŀƭƻƎƛǎƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƭƛƪŜ CƻǳŎŀǳƭǘΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǇŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ hƭƛŎƪΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǎƛŘǳŜΩ ƻf previous commemorations and their 

contexts as significant.58 This path-dependency, or dialogism of memory, is also described by 

OƭƛŎƪ ŀǎ Ψŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ which enables speakers to ŘǊŀǿ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ΨƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΩ ŀǘ ŀ 

ƎƛǾŜƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ Ψǘhe result of long developmental processes as well as of 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΩΦ59 

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ CŀƛǊŎƭƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ constituted by the 

social world and as contributing to ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƭǳƛŘ ŀƴŘ ΨƳǳƭǘƛŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ 

approach to discourse which is, perhaps, more suitable to memory studies.60 This 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǎ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ΨƎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜΩΣ ƳƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ 

ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘŜȄǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨǎƘƻǿ ǘǊŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴg discourses and 

ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜΩΦ61 Memory is equally a place of contest, 

forged through conflict, contradiction and debate, and understood in similar discursively active 

and interactive terms as being both constituted by and constituting the social world.  

 Teun van Dijk takes a more socio-cognitive approach to CDA.62 Like other CDA scholars, 

van Dijk advocates for a multidisciplinary approach, yet steers largely away from proposing any 

formal methodology, suggesting instead that CDA benefits from eclectic approaches and 

subject specific frameworks, conforming only to what is relevant for particular projects.63 CDA 

                                                           
57

 J. Olick, "Genre Memories and Memory Genres: A Dialogical Analysis of May 8, 1945 
Commemorations in the Federal Republic of Germany," American Sociological Review 64(1999): 382. 

58
 Olick addresses the varying commemorations of May 8, 1945 in German memory at different points in 

time). Here, ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ мффр Ψǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфурΤ ƛǘ 
was different in reference ǘƻ мфурΩ. Ibid. 

59
 Ibid.: 382-83. 

60
 Michael RotƘōŜǊƎΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ΨƳǳƭǘƛŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ ΨŘƛŀƭƻƎƛŎΩ 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ΨŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜΩ ǘƘŜƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ Michael Rothberg, Multidirectional 
Memory: Remembering the Holocaust in the Age of Decolonization  (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 
2009).  

61
 Wodak, "What CDA is About," 9. 
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 Teun A van Dijk, Discourse and Power  (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2008), 1. 
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ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ς ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎǳō-discipline of 

discourse analysis, ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǿŀƴ 5ƛƧƪ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ άǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜέΩ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 

focus on social problems and attention given to the role of discourse within the production 

and re-production (and resistance) of inequality.64 /5! ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀŎǊƻΩ ƴƻǘion of say, 

ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛŎǊƻΩ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ΨōƻǘǘƻƳ-up and 

top-ŘƻǿƴΩ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǿŀƴ 5ƛƧƪ ǎŜŜǎ 

as particular to CDA.65 CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ /5! ΨǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

dominated groups and is critical of dominant structures, institutions and systems which 

maintain inequality.66  

¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǿƘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǊŜǇƘǊŀǎŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǿƘƻ controls the 

ǇŀǎǘΩΣ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ, moreover, is in control of the collective memory of the past. The familiar 

quotation from George OrwellΩǎ Nineteen Eighty-Four ǘƘŀǘ ΨώƘϐŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ IŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΩ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǳǇƻƴ 

processes of power reproduction within processes of collective memory. The control (or 

challenge) of the memory of a particular history maintains (or contests) systems of power in 

society. As Craig Blatz and Michael Ross suggest, the opposite can also be considered true, that 

he who controls the past, also controls the present.67 Or, as Geoffrey Cubitt elaborates, 

Ψ[p]articular visions of the past can be used either to legitimise present political and social 

arrangements or to supply a standpoint from which these may be criticised or resistedΦΩ68 This 

is a process which takes place through ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨώƧϐust as memory and identity support 

one another, they also sustain certain subjective positions, social boundaries, and, of course, 

ǇƻǿŜǊΦΩ69 However, as the work on CDA suggests, these are contested processes which are 

forged through conflict. One of the sites where these processes can be most obviously 

observed is within debates over memory. 
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Societies Remember  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 3-4. 

69
 Gillis, "Introduction," 4. 



  25 

 

The Debate is the Memorial 

 

Meaning, constructed through discourse, is of course, not only never set in stone, ever in flux, 

ōǳǘΣ ŀǎ {ǘǳŀǊǘ Iŀƭƭ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ΨώƳϐŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ - 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦΩ70 The dialogic mechanisms of 

the representation and contestation of the memory of slavery in Liverpool are considered 

ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ-ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩΦ 

Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ CƻǳŎŀǳƭǘ ǎŀǿ ΨǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎΣ ŀǎ 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ΨŘƻ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ71 Returning to the point made at the beginning of this introduction 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ WŀƳŜǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ work into the lengthy competition for a German 

IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΣ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ΨŘƛŀƭƻƎƛŎΩ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ΨƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΩ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώƛϐƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ 

sculptural or architectural icon for Holocaust memory in Germany, the debate itself ς 

perpetually unresolved amid ever-changing conditions ς ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘΦΩ72 It is this 

ΨŘŜōŀǘŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ  

Focusing on debate, moreover, goes some way to readdress the deficiency of 

ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ΨǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 

between memory and identity, is perhaps best considered as more circular than linear. Like 

CŀƛǊŎƭƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ όŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩύ 

are both constituted by and constitute memory - debates produce and re-produce meaningful 

engagements with the past in ways which influence an overall memory-discourse. In short, the 

debate is the memorial. 

 Arguments, Michael .ƛƭƭƛƎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŀ ΨŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊǳƭŜǎΩΣ 

they are sites of contest and socio-ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΣ 

moreover, is to understand that utterances do not emerge out of nowhere, but frequently 

from the realms of dispute.73 .ƛƭƭƛƎΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
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ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

justification and criticism, as the debates over slavery in Liverpool frequently do.74 Whilst, as 

Bakhtin suggests, all utterances are in a sense dialogic, responding and reacting to other 

utterances, looking at public debates in particular enables a focus on the argumentative 

processes at work ς on the emergence of attitudes, positioning and counter-positioning which 

occur in relation to matters of controversy.75 It is here, Billig suggests, that the existence and 

ongoing effects of historical ideology can be seen and understood, where people draw on 

ΨǘŜǊƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΩΣ ȅŜǘ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ 

contradictions such ideology embodies in an awareness of multiple sides ς Ψ[t]hus, those 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜΦΩ76 [ƛƪŜ /5!Σ .ƛƭƭƛƎΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ 

the rhetorics of argumentation focuses on the need to unpick assumptions and de-code 

ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΩ ōȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨǘŀƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΩ; in what is not said and what is left 

unchallenged.77 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀlly, by 

analysing ΨdebatesΩ surrounding Liverpool and slavery at different historic moments as integral 

constitutive elements to an evolving memory-discourse. ¢ƘŜǎŜ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

negotiations of memory through contested meaning. They support and challenge existing 

structures of discourse whilst forging new elements and ultimately shaping and re-shaping 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘƛƭǎǘΣ ŀǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΣ 

ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜǎΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ public discourse in relation to surviving 

ǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

wide breadth of sources considered by this study. 

 

Source Genres 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ tƛŜǊǊŜ bƻǊŀΩǎ мфуп Les 

Lieux de Memoire όƻǊ ΨǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ), was a substantial study into constructions of French 

national identity across ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƻǊ ΨǎƛǘŜǎΩΦ78 Although subsequent scholars 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƪŜ bƻǊŀΩǎ ΨƭƛŜǳȄ ŘŜ ƳŜƳƻƛǊŜΩ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

most commonly to tangible monuments, memorials, museums and physical places,79  the term 

initially had a far broader scope which also included commemorations, historic figures, and 

flags. ²Ƙŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ΨCǊŜƴŎƘƴŜǎǎΩ ƻǾŜǊ 

time, and the ways in which French national identity was constructed through various symbols 

ƻǊ ΨǎƛǘŜǎΩ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ80 In a similarly ambitious interdisciplinary study of Israeli re-shaping of 

Jewish memory, Yael Zerubavel adopts an ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƻŦ ΨŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎΣ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎΣ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

educatƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜȄǘǎΦΩ81 ²Ƙŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

interdisciplinary approach to their analysis demonstrated was not only the broad expanse of 

material that memory can inhabit, but the ways in which particular memories played out 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ΨƎŜƴǊŜǎΩΦ 

This thesis follows an interdisciplinary framework with a discourse-analytic approach 

across a wide range of source areas. ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ψǘŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ 

ǘŜȄǘǎΩ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ reason an analysis of textual sources is one 

gateway into the study of discourse.82 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ΨƎŜƴǊŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ 
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considered. These include art and architecture, public sculpture and imagery, performances 

within commemorative events, museums, ritual and ceremony. Some of these sources have 

received previous scholarly attention, others less so, though no previous study has considered 

this range and quantity of sources together across two-hundred year period. The study has 

focused the following main source areas; written histories of Liverpool and guidebooks to the 

city, anniversaries and commemorative occasions, newspapers, black history organisations and 

events, museums and galleries and the built environment (though the focus here has largely 

remained on the debate and discourse around such sites). Interviews have been undertaken 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 

from the archival research and to compliment these source areas.  

Some of the areas considered by this study might seem more obviously integral to 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

focussing on say, a newspaper debate in 1939 or the evolution of one sculptural figure on a 

public building from the nineteenth century just as much as, for example, the International 

Slavery Museum, centre on a quest for greater understandings of the dynamics of collective 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ !ǎ !ƭƻƴ /ƻƴŦƛƴƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳŜǊƛǘ ƛƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ψwhere it is implied 

rather than ǎŀƛŘΣ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƭŜŀǊΩΦ83 Michael Schudson also criticises much 

contemporary scholarship for ŜƳōƻŘȅƛƴƎ ŀ Ψdrunk-looking-for-his-car-keys under-the-

ƭŀƳǇǇƻǎǘ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 

where such memories are expected to emerge, and therefore missing much of the more 

nuanced and ephemeral interactions between past and present.84 Focusing on pre-meditated 

commemorative events, whilst useful for illuminations on the ways in which the past might be 

ΨǳǎŜŘΩ ŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜse more tangential connections. 

Getting at these more elusive interactions between past and present is, of course, 

methodologically challenging and has relied to a great extent on the serendipity of the 

research process.  

  

The Longue Durée 

  
 
Studies in collective memory which have addressed substantial breadths of time, tracking the 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψlongue duréeΩΣ ƘŀǾŜ 
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placed particular importance on viewing memory work, not only in its context in the 

immediate sense but in its evolving context.85 Crucially, this longer view is itself a 

methodological attempt to counter tendencies to concentrate solely on particular moments of 

historical, or indeed memorial import. Rudy YƻǎƘŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

German past from the late nineteenth century through to the late twentieth (from the point of 

unification to after the Cold War), is an attempt to tackle scholarly gaps created by research 

which has tended to focus on the memory of Nazism in particular.86 {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ WƻƘƴ .ƻŘƴŀǊΩǎ 

study of public memory in America drew on a background analysis of memory across the 

nineteenth century and into the twentieth which subsequently placed memory in an evolving 

context, ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ-ǎǘŀǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ 

control of public discourse.87 Bodnar demonstrated how public memory was frequently a 

reflection of structures of power and efforts against this structure, within particular historical 

moments and the specifics of these, but crucially also across time, drawing conclusions about 

ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

Wŀƴ !ǎǎƳŀƴƴΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ΨduréeΩ ǘƘŀƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ .ƻdnar or Koshar, maps the memory of 

Egypt in Europe through what he terms mnemohistoryΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΩΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ΨaƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ !ƪƘŜƴŀǘŜƴ όмоул-

1334BC) to the twentieth century.88 The analysis of memory across centuries is necessarily 

selective, Assmann admits, though this could equally be applied to other studies of long durées 

(and indeed shorter ones). Assmann suggests that memory is less a storage container of bits of 

the past and more a work of on-ƎƻƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ΨƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΩΦ89 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ !ǎǎƳŀƴƴΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘόǎύΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƴŜw 

identities for each new present within which memory works. 
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This study does not claim to be a comprehensive account of the memory of slavery in Liverpool 

across two hundred years, nor should it be. By focussing on a selection of under-researched 

areas and better known components, and by utilizing a novel approach which draws on a 

discourse-analytic framework across a longue durée, the study contributes to the literatures of 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ and 

constructive ways. Whilst the scholarship on collective memory is well-established, the specific 

area of slavery and memory, particularly in a European context, is relatively new, yet steadily 

growing.  

 

Slavery and Memory 

 

In recent years there has beŜƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ 

involvement in transatlantic slavery. This interest has, by and large, come coupled with a 

memory dimension, led by an awareness of the comparatively sparse attention much of the 

subject has historically received in the public domain. There has been a steady core of modern 

academic scholarship surrounding transatlantic slavery, particularly from the 1970s onwards.90 

The work of economic historians (such as David Richardson) has done much to show the 

financial dimension to transatlantic slavery, and many have argued for the inseparable effects 

ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ό9ǊƛŎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ 9ƭǘƛǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎŜǊƳŀƴύ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ Ψŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΩ 

(James Walvin), though it is only very recently that a more inclusive history of slavery has been 

foregrounded within histories of eighteenth century Britain.91 Much scholarship has involved 

large-scale quantitative studies which have laid the foundations for subsequent databases.92 
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Transatlantic slavery, with its meticulous lists and financial documents, is much suited to 

economic quantitative analyses, and Liverpool, as the centre of this trade, has featured 

regularly within these. In 1999, the publication of the Trans-Atlantic Slavery database CD-ROM 

dramatically changed the scholarly study of the trade.93 This resource was drawn upon by 

many of the scholars in the recent collection Liverpool and Transatlantic Slavery, which was 

published in part to develop and update the significant 1970s collection of essays edited by 

Roger Anstey and Paul Hair.94 

 A growing literature surrounds slavery and memory in Europe, Africa, South and North 

America and the Caribbean. The growth of scholarship on Europe in recent years, particularly 

in Dutch and French memories of slavery, and indeed in relation to specific towns and cities, is 

of great interest to this study.95 Studies addressing the ways in which transatlantic slavery has 

been remembered (or indeed silenced, mis-remembered and forgotten) in the United States 

have discussed the dissonance of the story of enslavement against historical narratives which 

otherwise foreground themes of freedom and liberty in American identity.96 Such studies have, 

particularly in recent years, foregrounded the experiences of African-American people 

historically and in memory.97 Attention has also recently been turned to silences surrounding 
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enslavement in historic properties and plantation houses particularly in the US South and 

critical commentaries have followed attempts to incorporate slavery into the narratives of 

such sites, within the reconstruction of houses of the enslaved.98 Despite criticisms over 

prolonged silences surrounding slavery in the American public sphere, A.V. Seaton has argued 

that the US was ahead of Britain in ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ōȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

a difference he accounts for through a disparity in tangible evidence, black settlement patterns 

ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ŘƛǾŜǊƎƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ΨƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜΩ όor 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ΨǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘΩύ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

easily accommodate the story of slavery.99 

 Scholarship on the memory of slavery in Britain has largely emerged in the wake of (in 

particular) developments in museums from the 1990s onwards.100 John Oldfield has argued 

ǘƘŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀ 

ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎƳΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƻƛŎ 

όǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ǿƘƛǘŜύ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾement in 

transatlantic slavery.101 Similarly, Marcus Wood has suggested that imagery of slavery, 

abolition and emancipation created by Europe and America represents, not slavery itself, but a 

ΨǿƘƛǘŜ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ψworks hard to deny the possibility of gaining knowledge of the 

ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦΩ102  

 tŀǊǘ ƻŦ hƭŘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ Iǳƭƭ ŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ƛƭōŜǊŦƻǊŎŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

famous abolitionist son. Related work by Madge Dresser into the social history of slavery in 

.Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 
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ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ have 

ōŜŜƴ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ΨƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘΦΩ103 5ǊŜǎǎŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ 

Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ΨŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ways in which this has (or has not) been publicly remembered, especially in relation to 

celebrated philanthropic figures who gained wealth from slaving investments, such as Edward 

/ƻƭǎǘƻƴΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ !ƭŀƴ wƛŎŜΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

memory of slavery documented the process of creating a slave trade memorial in 2005, against 

ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƳƴŜǎƛŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǇƻǊǘ ƘŀŘ ΨŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΩ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ 

involvement in slavery through narratives which foregrounded civic pride through mercantile 

endeavour.104 Rice identifies, in relation to Lancaster and other examples of artistic 

intervention across Britain, a resistance to this historical amnesia by African-descended artists 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨDǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ105 Much of the benefit of Rice and 

5ǊŜǎǎŜǊΩǎ ǿork, certainly for this study, has been the interrogation of the memory of slavery in 

a particular locale, which necessarily means encompassing factors of relevance to those places, 

their individual historic and contemporary contexts certainly, but also local demographic 

change, individual people and groups, and broader historic narratives. A large body of 

research, much of it addressing individual places (though largely in respect to individual 

museums and exhibitions) emerged in the wake of 2007, the year in which the Bicentenary of 

the Abolition of the British Slave Trade Act was marked nationally.106 Whilst illustrative of 

some of the nuances of memory and place in relation to a difficult history, this work remains 

necessarily restricted to recent events.107 In addition, a number of large publicly-funded 

projects have developed in recent years including the Legacies of British Slave-Ownership 

Project at University College London now into its second phase; the EUROTAST project, a 

European wide research effort ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƎŜƴŜǘƛŎǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ, and the 1807 

Commemorated Project at the University of York which addressed engagements with and 
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representations of the history of the transatlantic slave trade and its abolition in 2007.108 Of 

great significance, was the commissioning of new research by English Heritage into the 

connections between a number of its properties and transatlantic slavery which culminated in 

the publication of a book.109 

 

Liverpoolõs Memory of Slavery 

 

Whilst a number of scholars already mentioned above have addressed the memory of slavery 

in Liverpool, this has predominantly been in relation to the museums.110 Beyond this, there has 

been a discussion in relation to particular areas such as written histories and guidebooks, or in 

relation to the official apology issued by the city council in 1999.111 Sometimes this is done 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Dŀƛƭ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻƴ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛans and the 

{ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜΩ.112 However, more often the subject is raised in relation to a broader discussion of 
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sources and events, such as John DaviesΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƎǳƛŘŜōƻƻƪǎΣ ƻǊ WƻƘƴ .ŜƭŎƘŜƳΩǎ 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ тллth and 750th charter anniversaries in 1907 

and 1957.113 

! ŦŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ 

(here both the historical event and the memory of this) ƻƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ.114 The 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ΨƭŜƎŀŎȅΩ όǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƴΩ ǘƻ ΨǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ 

ƴƻǿΩύ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ƛƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

history Liverpool and slavery are articulated as part of ongoing racial discrimination against 

LƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ (specifically African descended) population.115 However, Murray Steele 

suggests that the more recent recognition given to the subject, in museums and through the 

Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ мффф ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ Ψŀ long process of 

ǊŜǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {Ƴŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

potential to initiate debate around slavery and its legacies.116 {ǘŜŜƭŜ ƧǳȄǘŀǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŀōǎŜƴŎŜΩ 

of slavery in histories against the presence of ΨǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ slavery within its 

built environment; in imagery on buildings, memorials and artwork, and the debates around 

these.117 This is a topic which recurs frequently. A number of texts have been produced, 

notably by Liverpool-born black historians and educators, which highlight connections of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ to slavery through the names given to streets, imagery on the 

Town Hall and former banks, often presented against the words of Liverpool officials who deny 

such connections.118 
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WŀŎǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ bŀǎǎȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ōƭŀŎƪ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ΨƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜΩ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

involvement in transatlantic slavery was frequently viewed as central to understanding racial 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ όŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ΨǎƛƭŜƴŎƛƴƎΩύΣ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΦ119 

.ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ surrounding constructions of black identity and 

perceptions of racial politics in Liverpool, is necessarily, and understandably given the 

discipline and methodology (primarily social anthropology with a focus on qualitative 

interviews), focused on events in the second half of the twentieth century. The study was not, 

of course, primarily concerned with the memory of slavery in Liverpool, though it is of great 

interest that the subject was frequently raised without prompt, emerging from discussions 

concerning race and place in Liverpool. 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛnformative, has been 

fragmented; addressing particular sources, events, and moments, in ways which link historic 

slavery and contemporary racism often fleetingly, and rarely with reference to broader 

discussions of history and memory in the city or outside of it, or to how such processes might 

have evolved over time. The study of slavery and memory more generally has a growing body 

of literature, as discussed above, to which this study of a particular port city, will contribute.  

 

Argument, Thesis Structure, and Liverpool Exceptionalism 

ΨLŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦΩ120 
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As Olick has argued, the representation of the past is shaped in part by the accumulation of 

previous present to past relationships Ψand their ongoing constitution and reconstitutionΩ.121 

This interactive intertextuality is demonstrated across the genres covered by the three parts of 

ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΦ tŀǊǘ hƴŜΣ ΨaŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ¢ŜǊǊŀƛƴΩ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

discursive devices largely across written histories, guidebooks and other relevant areas of 

public discourse and analyses individual debates in their contexts, introducing an overview of 

the disǘƛƴŎǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ-ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ tŀǊǘ ¢ǿƻΣ ΨaƻƳŜƴǘǎ 

ƻŦ aŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΤ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ тллth, 750th and 800th ΨōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘing centenaries of 

the Abolition Act of 1807 in 1907, 1957 and 2007; the Emancipation Centenary of 1933, Black 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅΦ tŀǊǘ ¢ƘǊŜŜΣ Ψ{ƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ aŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ Ƴemory in museums, memorials, 

buildings, art and architecture and the ways in which these have figured as sites of contest and 

struggle. 

Liverpool has been defined, and indeed has come to define itself, as a place of 

ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 

commented upon. Presented in a framework of romanticised adventure and discovery, Neil 

/ƻǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƛƴ WŜƴƪƛƴǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 

exceptionalism of Liverpool that has constantly been remarked upon. It has always been a city 

ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊΤ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦΩ122 Such framing 

reinforces the idea of Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ, as also demonstrated by historian John 

.ŜƭŎƘŜƳΩǎ edited collection, Merseypride: Essays in Liverpool Exceptionalism and broader 

historic and public discourse which in some respects acts ǘƻ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜŀƭƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊƛǘȅΩ ŀǘ ƻŘŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ123 Indeed, it is interesting how regularly the 

ǿƻǊŘ ΨǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊΩ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ 

ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǎ ŀ ŜǳǇƘŜƳƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ America, 

ΨǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊΩ ƘŜǊŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƭŀŎe.124 Jacqueline Nassy Brown suggests, 
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ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŦϐƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ 

ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΩΦ125 And, I would add, similarly for its rich and tortured memory, Liverpool is an 

equally endlessly fascinating place.  

However, theoretical perils may lie ƛƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ΨǳƴƛǉǳŜΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

9ȄŀŎǘƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ŘƻŜǎ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΚ !ǳǘƘƻǊ 

/ŀǊȅƭ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ ƻƴ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎƻƴŀƴŎŜǎΣ 

notably in relaǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōƻǘƘ ΨǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƭŀǊƛƴƎƭȅ 

ŀōǎŜƴǘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǎȅŎƘŜΥ 

 

A history hitched to tragedy. A train pulls in and I can hear the uncivilised braying of 
football fans readying themselves for a Saturday afternoon of revelry. I am glad that I 
am leaving. It is disquieting to be in a place where history is so physically present, yet 
so glaringly absent from people's consciousness. But where is it any different? Maybe 
this is the modern condition, and Liverpool is merely acting out this reality with an 
honest vigour. If so, this dissonance between the two states seems to have 
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with a view to prevent the negroes from ending their miserȅ ōȅ ǇƭǳƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΩ ƛƴ Gomer 
Williams, History of the Liverpool Privateers and Letters of Marque: With an Account of the Liverpool 
Slave Trade, 1744-1812  (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1897, reprinted 2004). рстΣ руфΤ ΨΧǘƘŜ 
nature of the slave trade was peculiarΩΣ Cecil Parkinson, The Rise of the Port of Liverpool  (Liverool: 
Liverpool University Press, 1952), 92. ¢ƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ƻŦ Ψpeculiar ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ 
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Abolition: Essays to Illustrate Current Knowledge and Research, ed. Roger Anstey and P. E. H. Hair 
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ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƎŀǾŜ peculiar significance to the 
ǾƻƭǳƳŜΩΤ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ peculiarityΩ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛƴ Walter Dixon Scott, 
Liverpool  (London: Adam & Charles Black, 1907), 13. ΨΧthe peculiar character of its trade has placed a 
ǎǘŀƳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩ J. Sandeman Allen, "The Trade and 
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ǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΦΩ D. Caradog Jones, The Social Survey of Merseyside  
(Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1934), 52-3. ΨaŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘΣ ōȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
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ς 1970  (Newton Abbot: David & Charles, 1971), 11. 
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engendered both a cynical wit and a clinical depression in the souls of Liverpool's 
citizens.126 

 

Is Liverpool any different? In this thesis I aǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōƻǘƘ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ [ƛƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

slavery is discursively forged in line with contextual circumstance, contemporary concerns, and 

anxieties, and through the lens of collective identity. The socio-ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ΨŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

at specific points across the two hundred years considered, is indeed unique and specific to 

the city. However, the context of any place is necessarily unique and specific. What makes 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ beyond this is where the process of memory meets 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƘŜƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ƙŀǎ 

ǊŜŎŜŘŜŘΩΦ127 [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ has been unique in ways which 

have continued to impact upon both its memory of this history, ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ 

history. Legacies have been forged through unique timing, dominance and people; not only the 

tensions between slave merchants and abƻƭƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ΨƭŜƎŀŎƛŜǎΩ ς the 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ΨǎƘŜƭƭǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ 

settled black community in the country. The black presence is itself exceptionalised in 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ discourse; in longevity and constitution. So is the Liverpool black 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǳƴƛǉǳŜƭȅ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎΩΦ128 The black 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ 

myrƛŀŘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŎƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ ǘŀƴŘŜƳ 

with national discriminatory discourses of race and Empire shape local contextual 

ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ΨƻǘƘŜǊǎΩΦ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ǿƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ outlines [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻf 

slavery across the longue durée in context, addresses the history of black Liverpool and the 

Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ-born ōƭŀŎƪΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƻ a large degree through discourses of race and racism. As 

Chapter Tǿƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

continues to haunt its memory of slavery. Here, the position of significant moments in 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ racial, history, and indeed the memory of these, 

Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

the twentieth century.  
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CHAPTER TWO 

~ 

History and Memory Across a 
Longue Durée 

 

A Chronological Overview of the Memory of Slavery in Liverpool in Context 

 

The Historic Baseline: Liverpool and Transatlantic Slavery 

 

Iwona Irwin-½ŀǊŜŎƪŀ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜǎΩ ƛƴ ǘhe study of 

collective memory. Here, the term refers in the first instance to an understanding of the 

ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘŜ ΨōƛŀǎŜǎΣ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

ƎŀǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣέΩΦ1 This in itself is not unproblematic 

and requires a degree of paradox, of placing confidence in one particular reconstructed view of 

the past from which to scrutinise others. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ DŜƻŦŦǊŜȅ /ǳōƛǘǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ Ψ[t]he memory 

of an event or of a historical eȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΩΦ2 Here, the 

perceptions and engagements with the historical event or phenomena in question have the 

potential to influence future imaginings through periods of living memory and perhaps 

beyond. LiverpooƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ƛƴ ǎŎŀƭŜΣ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ 

effects and legacies are indeed foundational to its evolving memory-discourse. 

 

Liverpool and Transatlantic Slavery 
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In the eighteenth century, Britain carried more enslaved Africans across the Atlantic than any 

other European country, an estimated 2.5 million of close to 6.5 million enslaved Africans in 

this century alone.3 Of the estimated 12.5 million Africans shipped in the transatlantic slave 

ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭΣ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ 3.3 million shipped from the sixteenth century 

up to the abolition of the slave trade in 1807.4 Of the British ports involved in this trade, none 

transported more enslaved Africans than Liverpool. Recent estimates put the total number of 

enslaved African people taken to the Americas by Liverpool ships to be over 1.1 million and 

between 1750 and 1807 every two out of three enslaved Africans sold on the coast of Africa 

was sold to a Liverpool ship.5 

In the seventeenth century, around 90 percent ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ 

though a burgeoning transatlantic trade was developing.6 By the early 1700s the port was 

supplying credit and indentured servants to the Chesapeake area, and was involved in a trade 

of produce such as beef, pork and butter between Ireland and Jamaica.7 The Royal Africa 

/ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǳǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ мсфуΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ten years 

following the opening up of this trade to private investors, Liverpool sent out only two 

voyages, though the creation of the first wet dock in 1715 opened up the port for trade on a 

grander scale.8 By the middle of the eighteenth century, however, Liverpool had over a 50 
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Thomas, The Slave Trade: The History of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1440-1870  (New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 1997), 246. 

7
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percent share of the British slave trade.9 This continued to increase up to the decade of 

abolition ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŜŀƪŜŘ, owning close to 80 percent ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

trade.10
 

 

Liverpool Exceptionalism 

 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘransatlantic slave trade 

have been put forward. Geographically, Liverpool was well positioned for the reception of 

goods for trade from the manufacturing areas of Lancashire, Yorkshire and the Midlands, and 

the business links between Liverpool and Manchester were of particular significance, aided 

greatly by cheaper communication and trading links following the opening of the Bridgewater 

canal in 1772.11 Similarly, the Isle of Man, which was beyond customs jurisdiction, was a 

frequent drop off point for smuggled East India goods imported from Holland.12 Further, 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ in the north west of England and the route of her slave ships over the 

north of Ireland rendered the port a safe distance from enemy privateers and men-o-war 

which could take ships along the south coast.13 This in turn meant lower insurance costs for 

the comparatively lower risks.14
 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŀlso given 

more human attributes; ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΣ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΦ 

YŜƴƴŜǘƘ aƻǊƎŀƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴǎΩ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀŎǳƳŜƴΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ 

advantage, a feature which saw merchants and traders seeking out new markets for slaves and 

new methods of financial transactions.15 Paul Lovejoy and David Richardson have similarly 

                                                           
9
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demonstrated the particular significance of the close business and trading relationships 

Liverpool merchants established with African traders, and members of the African elite would 

send their sons to Liverpool for education.16 Such relationships of trust with large networks of 

African dealers in particular regions, whilst highly beneficial to the Liverpool slave traders, 

necessarily stood as obstacles to merchants from other ports.17 Similarly, Stephen Behrendt 

has argued that there was such a wealth of available expertise and skilled slave ship labour on 

hand in Liverpool that ships could be fitted out quickly during most months of the year rather 

than in seasons and with more well-trained and experienced mariners than other port cities at 

any given moment.18 This made Liverpool an efficient and attractive prospect to investors who 

might otherwise find it difficult to secure a full shipload of experienced mariners who were 

frequently lost through high mortality and desertion rates.19  

Ship building, an obviously integral facet to slave trading, thrived in the Merseyside 

port where ever larger and sleeker vessels were built in the later eighteenth century, and new 

technologies such as copper sheathing to protect against rot were developed and used.20 The 

ship building industry developed in large part because of an impetus set by increasing activity 

in slave trading, and between 1701 and 1810, 2,120 British slave ships were constructed in 

Liverpool compared to a total of 541 between London and Bristol within the same time 

frame.21 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ΨŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜΩ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ IǳƎƘ 

Thomas suggests that many slave merchants paid their crews far less than those operating out 

of Bristol and LondonΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŎŀǊƎƻŜǎΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 12 percent less for a 

greater profit.22
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The Impact and Involvement of Liverpool People 

 

Jane Longmore has stressed the importance of the slave trade to Liverpool through the 

acknowledgement that one in eight people (and their families) were dependent on the trade 

by 1790, which included roughly 10,000 tradesmen, craftsmen and seamen.23 However, this is 

a controversial area which has been difficuƭǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

involvement in the slave trade, it is perhaps appropriate to question who this might refer to, 

especially given that a number of Lancaster traders operated out of Liverpool. In fact, 

legislation from 1799 was passed which required Lancaster originating slavers to clear from 

Liverpool.24
 

Assessing the profits and wealth gained from the slave trade in general terms has been 

Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ DƻƳŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ 

that slave voyages incurred 30 percent profit), largely unsupported or crudely calculated, have 

been repeated by later historians.25 In 1952, Hyde, Parkinson and Mariner sought to adjust 

these estimates and gave a reduced figure of profit for Liverpool slave traders based on the 

papers of William Davenport (between 1757-84), though it is equally problematic to base 

general assessments on an individual case.26 Kenneth Morgan also queries whether 

commercial prosperity might have arisen through an increase in dock provision rather than 

from the slave trade per se, though here the extent to which the two can be easily separated is 

unclear.27 The use of figures in calculating involvement is similarly difficult, and Jane Longmore 

has highlighted how tonnage figures in particular can be misleading, where relatively low levels 

ƻŦ ΨǘƻƴƴŀƎŜΩ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǊƎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǿ ǘƻƴƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ28 
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David Pope outlines an alternative way of assessing wealth and impact through an analysis of 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǎƭave-trade-derived 

ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ōȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΦ tƻǇŜΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ƘƻǿΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

merchants rarely came from abject poverty, they equally rarely came from aristocracy, with 

families owning some form of property prior to involvement in the trade.29 However, from 

here, the vast majority of the leading slave merchants considered between 1750 and 1799 are 

seen to achieve a degree of social elevation, evidenced within the purchase of grander 

property and estates, relocations to outlying townships like Everton, and marriage to partners 

from families from similar maritime professional backgrounds.30 However, Pope suggests that 

the greater comparative social elevation is more discernable in the following generation, 

noting that the sons of 31 slave merchants in his sample were sent to Cambridge and Oxford.31
 

Banking and Insurance was a significant industry with roots in the transatlantic trade, 

arising from the needs for managing large financial transactions and, significantly for the 

insurance of slave ships and their valuable (human) cargo. In 1752, for example, five out of six 

ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ aŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ .ƻƻƪ ǿŜǊŜ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΩΦ32 

Liverpool was also a crucial importer of slave-produced goods from the Americas, the second 

largest importer of tobacco by 1738, overtaken only by Glasgow by 1776, though regaining its 

second place position by the mid-1790s.33 The value of imported tobacco rose steadily over 

this 100 year period, standing at £1.7 million at the beginning of the eighteenth century and 

rising to £10.4 million in 1790.34 Similarly, sugar imports amounted to 580 metric tons in 1700 

and stood at 25,395 metric tons in 1800, making Liverpool the second principal port for the 

importation of sugar into Britain at the end of the eighteenth century.35
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The port changed dramatically over the eighteenth century and the population rose 

from around 7,000 in 1708 to over 77,000 in 1802, predominantly from in-migration from 

surrounding regions of Lancashire and Cheshire but also from Wales, Ireland and Scotland.36 In 

relation to longer term legacies of such overwhelming investment and involvement, Jane 

[ƻƴƎƳƻǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ trade meant 

that levels of manufacturing skills drop dramatically across the eighteenth century, from 57.8 

percent in 1765-66 to 25-30 percent in 1810. This left Liverpool with a large number of semi-

skilled and un-skilled workers by 1807.37 

 

The Nineteenth Century: From History to Memory 

 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

memory of an event might start with the event itself, the broader cultural context of that 

event is also significant. As Liliane Weissberg suggests, the history of memory is ultimately 

intertwined with the history of history. In the nineteenth century, history came into its own as 

a ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΣ ǎŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-

modern era.38 History in the nineteenth century became viewed as the collective memory of 

ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΣ emerging from progressivist views and in line with 

changing mechanisms for the conservation of the past through increasingly institutionalised 

organisation.39 ¢ƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ŜǊŘƛƳŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

ŎǊƛǎƛǎΩ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǘȅΥ 
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ώΧϐ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ 
became a critical preoccupation in the effort to think through what intellectuals were 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƭƻƴƎ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
self-conception was framed by a disciplined obsession with the past.40 

 

Following the seismic political shifts of the late eighteenth century which saw much dramatic 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƭŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΩ ŀ ǇǊŜ-revolutionary 

ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 

roles in thŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ψworship themselves through 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǎǘǎΩΦ41 Memory came to play an increasingly significant role in the construction and 

ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ΨƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ όǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǳǎed 

term), where a Ψsense of sameness over time and space, is sustained by remembering; and 

what is remembered is defined by the assumed identityΩΦ42 However, memory was also drawn 

ƻƴ ōȅ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ΨƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŜƴŘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ of urban 

ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ΨǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

new environment in the effort to naturalize (sic) ƛǘΩΦ43 This occurred alongside the rise of the 

ΨŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŀǘŜΩΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ44  

 !ǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ǌapid expansion in the eighteenth century meant that 

the port rose to a position of pre-eminence fast, ranking as a substantial global city by 1801.45 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƴŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ мттп Essay towards the History of Leverpool, general histories 

of the town do not appear until the very end of the eighteenth century, emerging with James 

²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ text in 1795. Similarly, guidebooks designed to be carried by visitors, begin to be 

published in significant numbers at the very beginning of the nineteenth century.46 The writing 

ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 

the transatlantic slave trade, and, crucially in the midst of national, public debates surrounding 
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its abolition ς debates in which Liverpool, as EuroǇŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǊǘ, frequently 

found itself at the centre. 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǇŜŀƪŜŘ at the beginning of the nineteenth 

century. Between the years of 1801 and 1807, a total of 790 ships were deployed by the city, 

and figures from 1807 show that the city invested its largest amount of money into the slave 

trade at that time ς a staggering £2.6 million.47 Around this time, frictions were caused by 

Manchester denouncing Liverpool for selling shackles in its shops and similar critical 

dissociations of the city appeared in the Leeds Mercury.48 In reaction to this, Liverpool enacted 

rituals of solidarity by toasting its slave trade at functions and ringing the bells of churches 

following the defeat of the first Abolition Bill in 1791.49 Twelve petitions were sent from 

Liverpool in 1789 against the abolition of the slave trade compared to the solitary ones sent 

from Lancaster, Bristol and Glasgow.50
 

Liverpool MPs, the mercantile, commercial and political elite spent decades arguing for 

the integral importance of the slave trade to the city, providing more detailed evidence against 

abolition than any other slave port between 1787 and 1807.51 However, whilst a large 

ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŜƭƛǘŜ ƘŀŘ ǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 

ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ нр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Lord Mayors between 1700 and 1820 and numerous 

atǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƛƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 

abolition.52 William Roscoe (1753-1851) was a historian, poet and banker in the town.53 He 

wrote poetry which was critical of the slave trade such as The Wrongs of Africa (1787) and 

Mount Pleasant (1777). Roscoe also wrote pamphlets in response to the Reverend Raymond 

Harris, a Spanish Jesuit priest who was awarded £100 by Liverpool Corporation as a positive 
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endorsement for his pro-slavery literature. This exchange has been noted and repeated 

throughout the written histories of post-abolition Liverpool.54
 

In 1806 Roscoe was elected MP for Liverpool and in 1807 he voted in favour of the 

Abolition Act, though this had not featured prominently in his election campaign, and he 

arrived back in Liverpool to threats of violence.55 The exact extent of abolitionist activity in the 

town prior to abolition is debated. The anonymous author of Liverpool and Slavery (1884) 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǎŜǳŘƻƴȅƳ Ψ5ƛŎƪȅ {ŀƳΩ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

names on the membership list of the 1787 Society for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, 

compared to the 10,000 in Manchester. 56 The author enters into a back and forth conversation 

with himself in which he performs his own disbelief, building up to the final dismal figure: 

 

Among the original names, how many belonged to Liverpool? Were there fifty? no; 
thirty? no; well, surely there were twenty? no; well, ten? no, then there could have not 
been less than five? Yes, there were less than five; then there must have been none? 
yes, there were some; well how many then? two!57 

 

Lƴ мтууΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻǎŎƻŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ which now stood at eight.58 Further, there were a number of other Liverpool 

notables who were involved in anti-slavery activities who did not sign the lists such as the 
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wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ό¦ƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ DŀǘŜŀŎǊŜύ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ wǳǎƘǘƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ 

ōƭƛƴŘ ǇƻŜǘΩΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻphthalmia on board a 

slave ship, later founding the Liverpool School for the Blind.59 As ever, this was a complicated 

social picture. As part ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƭƛǘŜΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŎƻŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ 

live and work alongside slave traders and West India merchants.60 It was this potential conflict, 

Brian Howman suggests, that led abolition advocates such as the physician Dr James Currie, to 

conduct so much of their anti-slavery activity anonymously.61  

 The legal abolition of the British transatlantic slave trade in 1807 did not end debates 

over Liverpool and slavery any more than it ended enslavement itself. A far greater level of 

organised abolitionist activity gained pace in the 1820s with the formation of The Liverpool 

Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery in 1822 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ !ƴǘƛ-Slavery 

Association in 1827 who distributed pamphlets nationally.62 James Cropper was a vocal figure 

at the centre of these later campaigns and engaged in a public debate in the Liverpool Mercury 

and Courier with John Gladstone in 1823-24, though Gladstone wrote under the pseudonym 

Mercator.63 Just as enslavement continued in British colonies into the 1830s and in the 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ муслǎΣ ǎƻ ŘƛŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 

goods. The Rathbone family, though staunchly anti-slavery, profited greatly from the trade in 

American slave-grown cotton.64 

Nonetheless, public debate and publishing of the 1820s reflected a marked increase in 

anti-slavery campaigning in Liverpool from members of the Roscoe circle and beyond. The 

Reverend William Shepherd published The True and Wonderful Story of Dick Liver under the 
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pseudonym Timothy Touchstone in 1824. A satirical history of the city, the text follows the life 

ƻŦ Ψ5ƛŎƪ [ƛǾŜǊΩ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΣ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŀŎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

history of slave-ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ΨŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 5ƛŎƪ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜǊΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ 

accustomed to catch black men on the coast of Africa, and sell them by auction to the best 

ōƛŘŘŜǊΩ.65  

By the following decade and the passing of the Emancipation Act (1833-34), sections of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƻŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 

abolitionists. In the 1834 edition of The Picture, the treatment of slavery has lost the defensive 

tone expressed in the 1805 edition and a language which condemns slavery is adopted, with 

much adjectival flourish, although remnants of the complicated defence remains within 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴŜŦŀǊƛƻǳǎΣ ǘƘƻugh profitable traffic in 

ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘƘŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŜǿǎΤ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƛŎƪŜƴǎΧΩΦ66 Following this hearty 

condemnation, the author turns to the celebration of abolition and abolitionists. Although only 

Wilberforce is mentioned by name this may be due to the proximity of his death (1833) to the 

publication of this guide.67 William Roscoe, who died in 1831, though discussed positively in a 

later section of this guide, is not discussed in relation to his anti-slavery activity. He is praised 

here, as elsewhere, largely for his literary and cultural credentials. The contestation over how 

to memorialise William Roscoe following his death (see Chapter Eight) illustrates some of the 

complexities of being anti-ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ 
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 Shepherd is equally critical of the response of the political elite, those with whom members of the 
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shall be cherished by the good of all nations and of all ages, when the fame and remembrance of the 
warrior, who has raised himǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ƴƻǘƻǊƛŜǘȅ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀǊƳǎΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƻōƭƛǾƛƻƴΦΩ Ibid., 
28. This whole section remains word for word within the next edition of the guide three years later 
Anon, The Picture of Liverpool; or, Stranger's Guide  (Liverpool: Thomas Taylor, 1837). 
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Histories of Liverpool, guidebooks and public discourse in pamphlets, literature and 

the local press in the early nineteenth century embody some of the dissonances of the 

concurrent debates over slavery, and Liverpool and slavery more specifically, through the 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

parliamentary discourse.68 Alongside this, however, the inconsistencies implicit in promoting a 

ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƴΩ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ǘƘǊƻugh dissonant discursive 

statements which embody an increasingly contradictory language throughout the years of 

abolition and through emancipation.69 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜΩ 

abolition, the port was still in receipt of large quantities of slave-produced raw materials such 

as cottonΦ LƳǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǿŀǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

commercial and political elite and America in the mid-nineteenth century. 

 

Liverpool and America: Slavery, Cotton and the Confederacy 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦΩ 

 

The above quotation, inscribed on a statue of Christopher Columbus in Sefton Park, Liverpool 

(Figure 1), refers to the lucrative trade between Britain and America, much of which passed 

through the port of Liverpool. Slave-produced goods from American plantations constituted a 

ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ мусмΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

the global supply of raw cotton originated from plantations in the American South and was  
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 In particular seen within James Wallace, "A General and Descriptive History of the Ancient and 
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AAAAYAAJ [accessed November 11 2010]. 
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spun by Lancashire cotton workers. 70 This is largely taken as the reason behind many members 

ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƭƛǘŜ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǾƻŎƛŦŜǊƻǳǎƭy supporting the Southern States 

during the American Civil War. The war between the Confederate South and the Union North 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ΨǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀ ΨǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊΩ ǇƻǊǘ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ 

transatlantic slavery, benefitted from this institution beyond the Abolition Act of 1807 and the 

Emancipation Act of 1833/34. This dependence is evident throughout the region during the 
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 The livelihoods of up to an estimated one-fifth of English people depended on the cotton industry in 
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Figure 1: Statue of Christopher Columbus, Sefton Park, 

Liverpool. !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 
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ΨŎƻǘǘƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƴŜΩΣ when the importation of cotton ceased due to Northern blockades and a 

ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ мусоΦ71  

Liverpool supported the Confederate States at a time when Britain was theoretically 

ΨƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΩ ƻn the matter.72 !ǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 5ǳŘƭŜȅ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ Ψώƴϐƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

city in Britain could with so much cause be accused of unofficially fighting on the side of the 

{ƻǳǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊΦΩ73 However, the American Civil War re-ignited a mid-Victorian debate in 

.Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ ¢ƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

Liberals supported the north and south variously, as did some factions of the working classes, 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀƴǘƛ-slavery sentiments of England appeared to be no bar to pro-

ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘƛŜǎΩΦ74 Interestingly, however, Douglas Lorimer suggests that this reaction 

reflects the strength of anti-slavery sentiment in Britain at this time rather than its weakness, 

suspicious as many were of the intentions of the North, and perhaps too confident that slavery 

would be abolished under an independent Confederacy.75 Liverpool Merchant James Spence 

argued that an independent South would have to improve the conditions of its slaves and that 

gradual abolition wƻǳƭŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ΨŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŜŘ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ 

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦΩ76 Spence was, however, one of the largest subscribers to the Erlanger Confederate 

Cotton Loan (£50,000), and under the employment of The Times, wrote regularly in support of 
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the South.77 Following the Emancipation Proclamation of 1862 under which Lincoln declared 

the abolition of slavery a goal of the Civil War, such support stood on far shakier ground.78 As 

Duncan Campbell argues, slavery meant that English opinion never completely sided with the 

Confederacy and this was further exacerbated by anti-British sentiments expounded by the 

South in the face of continued non-intervention.79  

 !ǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ ƴŀǾŀƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾement of 

Liverpool in the Civil War centred on the construction of ships, including the infamous 

Alabama, as well as armaments.80 Fittingly, perhaps, the first shots of the American Civil War 

were made from a Fawcett and Preston (Fosset) gun produced in Duke Street, Liverpool.81 

Despite a number of other British ports such as Glasgow also being involved in the 

procurement of Confederate ships, the majority sailed from Liverpool where over 1,200 

vessels came into or left Liverpool during 1861 alone.82 Liverpool soon became the centre for 

the provision of blockade runners, a trade which benefitted the port twice over, from the 

initial investment in ship construction to the (albeit limited) return of cotton from the South.83  

Confederate navy officer James Dunwoody Bulloch (1823-1901) of Georgia, was sent 

to Liverpool in 1861 under orders to obtain six commerce destroyer vessels.84 Liverpool 

engineers Fawcett & Preston, W.C. Miller & Son and Laird Brothers were contracted and 

Bulloch continued to have ships built for the Confederacy throughout the Civil War. Bulloch 

also appointed a Liverpool based lawyer, F.S. Hull, to find weaknesses in the Neutrality 
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Proclamation and Foreign Enlistment Act.85 After the war Bulloch settled in Liverpool 

permanently and died in the city in 1901 ς he is buried in Smithdown Road Cemetery. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ IŀƛƴŜǎ 5ǳŘƭŜȅΣ .ǳƭƭƻŎƘΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǿƘƻ 

arrived not long after Bulloch. It is alleged that the two clashed in public places, as Dudley tried 

to halt the construction and procurement of ships for the Confederate cause in Merseyside 

shipyards.86 

¢ƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎΩǎ outspoken support for the Southern States did not pass 

without challenge. As John Belchem and Donald M. MacReild suggest, this support was met 

wiǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ commentators.87 hƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ΨƭƛōŜǊŀƭ 

ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩΣ IǳƎƘ {ƘƛƳƳƛƴ όмумф-1879), editor of the weekly satirical journal Porcupine wrote 

critically about ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴg on 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ88 Pro-Union 

ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƛǾŀƭ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Manchester abolitionists, who had long been concerned the Lancashire Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ 

dependence on slave-produced cotton, declared support for the North under the leadership of 

John Bright.89 At Manchester Free Trade Hall, a meeting was held on 31st December 1862, 

where working men pledged support for the North.90 

Following the American Civil War, around four million formerly enslaved people gained 

their freedom and the nature of global cotton production had been dramatically transformed. 

Through the loss of the production of several million bales of cotton from the US South during 

мусм ǘƻ мусрΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ΨǿƘƛǘŜ ƎƻƭŘΩΣ 
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shifting the focus to new forms of labour and imperial control of Asia and Africa.91 Moreover, 

the absence of the US merchant fleet during the war presented a commercial opportunity for 

Liverpool vessels, and the nineteenth century maritime economy of the city was transformed 

by through the increase in steamship voyages.92  

Interestingly, the last Confederate flag was lowered in Liverpool waters, where the 

southern raider, the CSS Shenandoah surrendered on 6th November 1865.93 However, this did 

ƴƻǘ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ memory. In 

ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ тллth ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƛƴ мфлтΣ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΦ94 [ƻǳƛǎ [ŀŎŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻǳǾŜƴƛǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘǊŀǿǎ 

on a distinct Southern romanticism in discussion of trade, ΨraceΩΣ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨƘŜǊƻƛŎΩ 

contributions to the war: 

 
The cotton trade has ever had the flavour of romance associated with it. One thinks of 
the picturesque South, and the quaint negro life. Then there are stories told in 
[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōȅ ΨŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜǊǎΩ who took part, of daring deeds and successful dashes 
through the Yankee blockade, with supplies, and back with the much-needed cotton. 
¢ƘŜ Ψ!ƭŀōŀƳŀΣΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ aŜǊǎŜȅ-
built ship, with Liverpool men among her crew.95 

 
 
A romanticised involvement in the American Civil War is here approached through living 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ƻŦ ΨŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜǊǎΩ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ Lƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ трлth birthday celebrations, George ChandlŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

history of the city, though absent of any prolonged discussion of slavery or indeed comment 

on the coinciding anniversary of the Abolition Act (1807), begins by illuminating another 

coinciding anniversary. Here, Chandler suggests that siƴŎŜ Ψώǘϐhe discoverer of America was 

ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ώΧϐ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
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350th anniversary of the first permanent English settlement in the same year that Liverpool 

celebrates its 750th anniversaryΦΩ96 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŦǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ 

ƛƳǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ bǳƳōŜǊ мл wǳƳŦƻǊŘ tƭŀŎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ 

Dunwoody Bulloch and was a hive of Southern activity, so much so that it was considered the 

ΨǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ 9Ƴōŀǎǎȅ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦ Lǘǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƴǳƳōŜǊ мн wǳƳŦƻǊŘ 

tƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ǇǊŜ-eminent slave port.97 Now part of the 

University of Liverpool campus, 19 Abercromby Square was the last section of this originally 

residential site to be built. In February 1863 the building was leased by Liverpool Corporation 

to the Mozley family, bankers on behalf of Charles Kuhn Priouleau (1827-1887). Born in South 

Carolina, Priouleau moved to Liverpool in 1854 and was senior partner for Fraser Trenholm & 

Co., Confederate financial agents (housed in offices at 10 Rumford Place). Priouleau 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ мф !ōŜǊŎǊƻƳōȅ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

the Confederate cause. The stonework above the window over the front door bears the 

Ψ.ƻƴƴƛŜ .ƭǳŜΩ ǎǘŀǊ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ψ.ƻƴƴƛŜ .ƭǳŜǎΩ ŀŘƻǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎΦ 

Painted on the ceiling inside the doorway is the cabbage palmetto tree, the state tree of South 

Carolina, with a protective serpent around its base (see Figure 2).98 

These connections and others relating to links between Liverpool and America were 

developed into a themed guidebook by local historian Ron Jones in 1986. Within this Jones 

presented these links as ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

Ŏƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōƻŀǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩΦ99 Like Chandler before 

ƘƛƳΣ WƻƴŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳƻǘŜǎΣ ΨώǘϐƘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

inscription of the Columbus statue and includes an image within the opening section of his 

book. Though happily referenced by historians, this statue has come to symbolise the 

ŘƛǎǎƻƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ as intimately bound with 

colonialism and transatlantic slavery. A Columbus Day (12th October) ceremony had been held 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜŦǘƻƴ tŀǊƪ tŀƭƳƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мфтрΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ Ŏƛǘȅ 

dignitaries, the American Ambassador and American soldiers from Burtonwood military base  
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near Warrington.100 This is thought to be the only ceremony of its kind in Britain, and the only 

statue of Columbus in the country. Thomas Lloyd-Jones has suggested that it is due to its 

value, that the statue is locked away.101 However, Jacqueline Nassy Brown suggests the statue 

is obscured because its celebration has been met with contestation from people who view the 

ceremony as an insult to the memory of the repression and genocide which occurred as a 

consequence of Columbus's voyage.102 In 1991, demonstrations against the ceremony hosted 

by the Anglo-Ibero-American Society were held and the following year Sarah Norman, a Labour 
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councillor for Liverpool, commented that '[h]is voyage heralded genocide, imperialism and 

slavery. It is wrong to continue to commemorate these links in a celebratory way every 

ȅŜŀǊΦΩ103 

 

The Later Nineteenth Century: Slavery, Anti-Slavery, and Social Commentaries 

 
Ψaȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊising. I am often astonished at myself in recalling to mind events, persons, 
and circumstances, that occurred so long ago as to be almost forgotten by everybody elseΦΩ104 

 ς James Stonehouse, 1863 

!ŎǊƻǎǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴt in transatlantic slavery 

remains within the living memory of a number of her citizens. Writing in 1863, James 

Stonehouse raises the subject within his autobiographical Recollections of Old Liverpool, By a 

Nonagenarian. Born around 1769, Stonehouse discusses his eighteenth century memories of 

ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜŜǊǎΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώƛϐǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎǊǳŜƭ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

slave-trade and privateering were visible in the conduct of the lower classes and of society 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΩΦ105 Stonehouse ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

ship, the Mary Ellen: 

 
In her hold were long shelves with ring-bolts in rows in several places. I used to run 
along these shelves, little thinking what dreadful scenes would be enacted upon them. 
The fact is that the Mary Ellen was destined for the African trade, in which she made 
many very successful voyages. In 1779, however, she was converted into a privateer. 
My father, at the present time, would not, perhaps, be thought very respectable; but I 
assure you he was so considered in those days. So many people in Liverpool were, to 
use an old and trite sea-ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άǘŀǊǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōǊǳǎƘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŎŜƭȅΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ 
character. In fact, during the privateering time, there was scarcely a man, woman, or 
child in Liverpool, of any standing, that did not hold a share in one of these ships. 
Although a slave captain, and afterwards a privateer, my father was a kind and just 
man ς a good father, husband, and friend.106 
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¢ƘƻǳƎƘ {ǘƻƴŜƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ǌead with a degree of caution, coming from a man 

ǿƘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ΨǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƴȅ ŎƻƎƴƛȊŀƴŎŜΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

age of six, the above passage illustrates some of the over-riding themes of later nineteenth 

century engagements with slavery which sought to reconcile the inhumanity of the slave trade 

with the memory of individuals. Writing in the 1870s, James Picton blames custom for its 

ΨǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ ōƭƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώƳϐŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ 

engaged in the trade were honourable, kind-ƘŜŀǊǘŜŘΣ ōŜƴŜǾƻƭŜƴǘ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇƘŜǊŜΩΦ107 

IŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 

ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ108  

However, as we move into the last few decades of the nineteenth century and further 

away from its living ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ 

comes to be used within social commentaries critical of particular institutions and social 

conditions in the city, and indeed beyond. A number of commentators at this time are 

concerned that Liverpool face up to its slave trading past and explore more critically the 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ΨǿŜƭƭ-ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΩ ǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ ŜƭƛǘŜΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муу0s, the intertextual 

ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ tƛŎǘƻƴΩǎ Memorials of Liverpool (above), and the coinciding 50 year 

anniversary of the Emancipation Act of 1834 demonstrate how previous memory-work and 

ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ  

Lƴ муупΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘŜƭŘ ƴƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ WǳōƛƭŜŜΩ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

1st. In spite of, or indeed perhaps because of, this absence, the liberal-supporting Liverpool 

Review ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ Ψ{ƭŀǾŜ-hǿƴƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΦ109 Ψ¢ƘŜǊe was no 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƘƛǎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WǳōƛƭŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣΩ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ ΨǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ŀǿŀǊŜΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƻǿŜǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ 
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ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦΩ110 John Davies has argued that the 

articles in the Review were particularly concerned that Liverpool contemporaries should not 

hide behind moral justification of the slave trade.111 Perhaps this is why such graphic details 

are deployed concerning the realities of a frequently euphemistically categorised ΨŎŀǊƎƻΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 

following quotation is a reaction to the passive terms in which changes to transatlantic trading 

are frequently discussed. Frequently, Liverpool is presented as moving naturally into the 

shipment of ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ŎŀǊƎƻŜǎΩ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ΨaŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘǎΩΥ 

 
aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ƛƴŘŜǎŎǊƛōŀōƭŜ 
ŀƎƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣΩ 
which could not by any means be said of the maimed, bruised, wounded, and half 
dead negro men, women and children who had gone through the horrors of the 
ΨƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΩ.112 

 
The discrepancy between perceptions of slave traders during their time and in the 1880s is 

ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ tƛŎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘŜȄǘΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ 

suggests that the memory of these men as individuals has perished with their personal deaths, 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨƳƛƴƎƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ 

ΨώǘϐƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊƛǎƘŜŘΩ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ Ψŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƪŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ōƭƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦΩ113 In discussing one of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƛǎǘ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΣ .Ǌȅŀƴ Blundell, the author hints at the ambiguity of his 

maritime-trading activities: 

 
Perhaps Bryan Blundell was a slave trader, like most of his contemporaries. He lived in 
the slave trading epoch, and it seems difficult to believe that he could have done so 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ άǘŀǊǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōǊǳǎƘέ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
associated and did business.114 
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¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƘŜǊŜ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ΨǘŀǊǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōǊǳǎƘΩ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 

Stonehouse.115 ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ΨƛƴŘŜōǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ƛǊ WŀƳŜǎ tƛŎǘƻƴΩǎ 

άaŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎέΩ ŦƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ tƛŎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎ 

for slave traders past are quoted, with the additional comment that: 

 
Large allowance indeed is necessary for a time when men, women, and children could 
ōŜ ǘƻǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ άōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴΣέ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǿ ƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
imported American cattle.116  

 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ψōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩΣ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǘƘŜƳŜ 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨŜȄǇƻǎŞǎΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ƛƴ 

response to philosophical and moral anxieties of the later nineteenth century. The Liverpool 

slave merchants, now increasingly the focus of criticism, are used alongside the institution of 

slavery as vehicles through which to criticise the church, the bible, and actions of the clergy. 

The [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ wŜǾƛŜǿΩǎ consistently critical tone focuses particular attention on the role of 

organised religion at a high-Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ΨŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

the nineteenth century.117 Whilst it is not possible to ascertain with any certainty the spiritual 

position of the anonymous authors of the 1880s texts considered here, their criticism of the 

role of Christianity within the history of slavery aligns closely with broader secular and 

irreligious discourse. The Liverpool Review suggests Liverpool slave-traders may have felt 
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morally justified in their business endeavours since, ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƭǇƛǘ 

that so far from there being anything wrong in it, it was an admirable institution, which had full 

scriptural sanctions and approvalΦΩ118 The slave-traders held a ΨŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ 

legitimate and honourable; a belief in which they were encouraged by their religious 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦΩ119 The anonymous author of Liverpool and Slavery (1884) also questions the 

apparent hypocrisy of slave-trading activities underǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΩΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ their 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ΨƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ōŀǊōŀǊƻǳǎ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΦΩ120 

However, where the Liverpool Review focuses largely on the clergy, Liverpool and 

SlaveryΩǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ Across the nineteenth century, the Bible held 

a central focus for sceptics and doubters.121 Ψ5ƛŎƪȅ {ŀƳΩ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ Ψǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ 

the Bible, anŘ ǎǘǊŜƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŀŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊ 

ǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŀƴΩΦ ΨIƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΩ ŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŀuthor, 

ΨƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ .ƻƻƪΚΩ122 

Beyond the church itself, however, moral and social conditions and broader interests 

in contemporary politics were also significant reasons to criticise religion.123 Population 

growth, industrialization, urbanisation, and the associated impacts on public health, poverty 

ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǎŀǘ ŀǿƪǿŀǊŘƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ΨDƻŘΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 

natural theology of the eighteenth century had foregrounded.124 Across the nineteenth 
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century, LiverpƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ттΣсро ƛƴ мулм ǘƻ тпсΣпнм ōȅ мфммΦ125 Such rapid 

population increase alongside burgeoning urbanisation brought with it problems and by the 

муплǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ {Ǉƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǊǎŜȅΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛty 

rates and poor living conditions.126 The mass immigration of Irish people in the middle of the 

nineteenth century received prolonged contemporary social commentary in relation to 

ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ LǊƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ in 1841 stood at 

49,639, yet following the famine (1846-47), this increased to 580,000 Irish people passing 

through Liverpool, though many subsequently emigrated to North America.127  

These social conditions and, moreover, the morality of impoverished people living in 

ǘƘŜƳΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ΨǎŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛŎƪΩΦ128 This social responsibility was largely directed at one of the foremost vices of the day - 

alcohol. Arrests for drunkenness were the largest category of crime in Liverpool at the end of 

ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǎƻƻƴ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩΣ 

leading police to launch a campaign against long opening hours for drinking establishments in 

the 1880s and 1890s.129 Drink was a major concern for The Liverpool Review. Anxieties over the 

effects of alcohol were expressed through a satirical take on eighteenth century consumption 

of slave-produced rum, juxtaposed against the hypocrisy of the high social standing of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩs slave-trading elite who: 

 
ώΧϐ imported rum of fine quality from the West Indies, and showed their appreciation 
of its quality by consuming large quantities of it; an indulgence which may have had 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƎŜƴǘƛƭƛǘȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǊǘƳŜƴǘΦΩ130  
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object they would no doubt abstain from rum until the arrival of evening permitted to indulge in it in the 
seductive form of punch, when they would no dƻǳōǘ ƳŀƪŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƳŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŜǘ ŀōǎǘƛƴŜƴŎŜΦΩ 
"History of Liverpool," September 26, 1885. 
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Lƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨŜȄǇƻǎŞΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ ŀƴ 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ψwƻōƛƴ IƻƻŘΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǎŜǳŘƻƴȅƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 

of the greatness and prosperity of thƛǎ ǘƻǿƴΦΩ131 Yet, in a partial defence of slave-traders of the 

eighteenth century the author suggests that: 

 
The fashion and morals of the time make all the difference. To-Řŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŀŎŎǳǊǎŜŘ 
ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎέΤ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŀŎŎǳǊǎŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜέΤ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
hence it will be the accursed ς ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
the Commercial World.132 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ  ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŘǊƛƴƪ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΩΣ 

against a tongue-in-cheek comment concerning other products or lines of trade that 

companies currently advertising in the Commercial World might be criticised for. Put plainly, if 

ŎǊǳŘŜƭȅΣ ΨŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦΩ133 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ 

drink-trafficking might be given the same exposé treatment as he is currently giving the slave 

trade.134 The author completes his criticisms of both trades by questioning the morality of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŜƭƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψώŀϐ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

composed entirely of brewers and distillers would, no doubt, pass some remarkable 

ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ Řŀȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǎΦΩ135 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƭŦ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

realities, the increasingly militant expression of organised Christianity throughout the 

nineteenth century turned many further away from religion.136 However, not everyone joined 
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ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ŀǘƘŜƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ΨŎƻǊŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƴƛƴŜǘeenth century British Empire in ways which were ultimately linked to 

the memory of Emancipation. Despite the lack of any public ceremony in Liverpool, The 

Liverpool Mercury ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мууп ƧǳōƛƭŜŜ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ 

9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴd reported on the national commemorations in London.137 This article 

ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ Ψƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΩ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ 

ŀƴŘ ΨaƻǎƭŜƳ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴǘƛ-

{ƭŀǾŜǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦΩ138 

The memory of emancipation changed shape from 1833 to embody new narratives of 

moral imperial right, and to reflect new contexts, agendas and civilising missions. Narratives 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩǎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ were gradually displaced, and by 

1884 moral narratives came to dominate the commemorative agenda. These foregrounded a 

ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀƴǘƛ-slavery which some have argued reflected and supported rhetorical 

ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǿ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΩ ƻf the late nineteenth century, with the emancipation 

ƧǳōƛƭŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŎǊŀƳōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩΦ139 Richard Huzzey has argued that a 

tighter bond between anti-slavery and imperial expansion existed, suggesting that rather than 

being a mere smokescreen, justification or passive propaganda for the imperial project, anti-

slavery as an ideology, was more of a driving force.140 Such an ideology of emancipation and 

freedom could nonetheless sit comfortably alongside growing nineteenth century racism, 

ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƎǎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅǎΣ ƻǊ 

more unfathomably, the lack of capitalist sense in enslavement.141 ¢ƘŜ ΨƳƻǊŀƭ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΩ ƻŦ ŀ 

post-Emancipation British Empire was a suitable space for the reinforcement of racial 

superiority ς ŀ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŜŀƪΩΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
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its duty the civilisation of such societies, and, crucially, a responsibility to convert subjects to 

Christianity.142  

In 1897, at the peaƪ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ΨIƛƎƘ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΩΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ DƻƳŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ 

published a text which, over 100 years later, remains an important resource for the study of 

Liverpool and slavery.143 ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƭŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

ŦŀŎǘǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ψƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƴΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

Imperial drives: 

 
Though we are on the threshold of the Twentieth Century, with its tremendous 
possibilities, there are indications that white men still exist who would gladly revert to 
the iniquitous system of a bygone age, and enslave the African in his own land. If 
anything in this book should help to awaken the public conscience to jealously watch 
ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴƻ ǎǇŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǇǊŜǘŜȄǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƻŦ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊǎέ ōŜ 
again handed over to the tender mercies of greedy and unscrupulous adventurers, the 
author will rejoice.144 

 
vǳƛǘŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŜƴΩ ŀǊŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƭƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŎǊŀƳōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩ. Like previous authors, Williams repeats comments 

made by James Picton (emphasised) concerning moral context and the perception of Liverpool 

slave-traders. At the end of the nineteenth century, and in the midst of a broader Imperialism 

and British pride wƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ΨŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ 

complexity is most apparent:  

 
However we may detest the trade, and shudder at the horrors which necessarily 
accompanied it, even when most rigorously supervised, and conducted by the most 
humane instruments; though we know that no casuistry can convert wrong into right, 
yet we remember that custom has a wonderful effect in blinding the moral 
perceptionsΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜƴ ƻŦ 
Christianity spreads with power, and that ages, like individuals, are prone to  
 
ά/ƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻΣ 
.ȅ ŘŀƳƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻΣέ145 
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The awkward acknowledgement of slavery and slave-traders in Liverpool history is presented 

against a nineteenth century progressive framework which outlines moral development, 

ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳ 

within the confines of its own rhetoric; the emphasis of the inhumanity of the slave trade 

reflecting Anti-Slavery discourse, yet conflicting with the act of writing a history of this in 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴΦ {ǳŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ Ψǎƭŀving 

ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ contemporary second city of an ΨAnti-Slavery EmpireΩ. 

 

Liverpool Black History and the ôLiverpool-Born Blackõ Experience 

 
ΨtŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΤ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ 
ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦΩ146  

ς Dr Stephen Small  

 
Liverpool has the oldest established black community in Britain, perhaps in Europe, and one 

which in comparison to other British black communities is primarily of West African as 

opposed to Caribbean origin.147 The Liverpool black presence has been dated back to the 

eighteenth century, with accounts of a sizeable number of African school children in and 

around the city, though opinions vary over whether the current black community can be safely 

dated back this far.148 ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΩΣ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

historian Ray Costello, is its continuity; that some families can trace ten generations of 

settlement in the city. wŀȅ /ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

community firmly in the context of the transatlantic slave trade. He states that the Liverpool 
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Race and Racism in Liverpool, 1660-1950, v. 
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ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ΨōƻǘƘ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ψǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ 

ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ΨƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩΦ149 ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ Ψǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻΩΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀ 

were facilitated and people of African descent were coming to Liverpool for multiple reasons; 

free and enslaved, as servants, and as the children of white plantation owners and African 

women. Ian Law has argued that because ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ 

Africa and the Caribbean, on slaves and slave-ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ΨǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

ōƻǳƴŘ ǳǇ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘΦΩ150 An 1860 account by Charles Dickens is 

frequently quoted in Liverpƻƻƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ Ψ5ŀǊƪ WŀŎƪΩ ŀǎ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎŀƛƭƻǊ 

in a Liverpool public house alongside British, Scandinavian, Spanish, Maltese, Finnish Jacks and 

Ψ[ƻŀŦƛƴƎ WŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊƛǇŜǎΩΦ151 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŜǿ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊse of the nineteenth century alongside 

increasingly close trading connections with West Africa through the trade in palm oil, and 

subsequently through the employment of West African Seamen in the Elder Dempster 

Company (founded 1868).152 By 1871, census data shows that Liverpool had the largest 

African-Asian population outside the capital, though this growing community was met with 

increasing contempt.153 [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

of slavery in a myriad of ways; informed and impacted by national discourses of empire and 

ŎƻƭƻƴƛŀƭƛǎƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

engagement with the black Atlantic has led to unique influences on its memory. In 1884Σ Ψ5ƛŎƪȅ 

{ŀƳΩ ǎǘates that he ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ after seeing 

black people in the city: 

 
Not long ago, as I was strolling on Mann Island, in a musing mood, a batch of negroes 
passed by me, this turned my thoughts on niggers, slaves, and Africa, then came the 
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climax: Liverpool and Slavery; or, what part did Liverpool take in those wealth-getting 
times? 154 

 

 ôLiverpool-born Blackõ: Identity and its Contentions 

 

Diane Frost has suggested that Liverpool black identity in the twentieth century was forged as 

a mechanism for showing solidarity against common experiences of racism expressed through 

ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛŎǊƻŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ƻŦ Ψ{ŎƻǳǎŜƴŜǎǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

class.155 The distinct historic composition of the Liverpool-born black community has been 

determined by economic marginalization, geographic separation and the shared experiences 

ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ŀǊŜŀǎΩ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΣ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

social identity.156 [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ 

immigration and settlement, where the area around the South Docks housed different 

elements of the black community as well as a substantial number of white working class, Irish 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΣ {ŎŀƴŘƛƴŀǾƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ΨŀƭƛŜƴǎΩΦ157 Following 

post World War Two slum clearance initiatives, much of the south dock area was cleared and 

ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴōȅκ¢ƻȄǘŜǘƘ όΨ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ уΩύ ŀǊŜŀΦ158  

A particular terminology has evolved in an attempt to confront the specificity of place 

ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ ΨLiverpool-born .ƭŀŎƪΩ ό[..ύΦ159 Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩΣ ŀ [.. 
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man who featured in Caryl Phillips book The Atlantic Sound, stressed the need for unique 

terminology to reflect the uniqueness of Liverpool black people. In response to a question over 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨLiverpool-born bƭŀŎƪΩ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΥ 

 
Well, it became a term simply because again, because Liverpool has this old, this long 
history of Black settlement it became an issue because in the seventies after things like 
the Race Relations Act, er, and the advent of multiculturalism, there was a lot of 
initiatives put into dealing with the people who were obviously non-white and born in 
other places. So in Liverpool we had things like the Igbo Centre, the Nigerian Centre, 
¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ Liverpool-born black 
person, and your family has been living here you know, in my case for 200 years, you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴ 
here, were kind of forgotten about in this rush to try and provide these er, benefits to 
people who come from these other diverse communities, where did the Liverpool-
born black community fit in? 160  

 
  
¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ΨLiverpool-born bƭŀŎƪΩ acts to root people to place, seeking to actively 

reinforce the legitimacy of Liverpool black people. Its use is therefore a distinctly political act. 

However, William Ackah argues that forging such a unique identity can separate as much as it 

ǳƴƛǘŜǎΤ ƛǘ ōƛƴŘǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀǎ Ψ[..Ω ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

outside this identity group. Indeed, in a speech made by activist Eric Lynch in 1980, the term is 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨLiverpool-born 

ōƭŀŎƪǎΣ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻƭŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΩ ǿhilst laying critical 

attention against black people from elsewhere through a slavery metaphor: 

 
ώΧϐ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ-called Black West Indians put in 
places of authority above us. In the same way that 100 years ago the White slave 
owners put Black over-seers over the slaves.161 

 
This is echoed by Jacqueline Brown who suggests LBB people articulate racial exceptionalism 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜ other black people as immigrants by comparison. Stephen 

                                                           
160

 Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩΦ Question and Answer Discussion Between Undergraduate Students and Stephen. 
Liverpool, April 28 2012. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ά{ǘŜǇƘŜƴέΣ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ 
from Caryl Phillips The Atlantic Sound (2001) and University of York second year undergraduate students 
undertaking the Slavery in the Transatlantic: Cultures, Representations, Legacies module as part of the 
BA English and Related Literature. Within The Atlantic Sound, Phillips visits three key places in the 
Atlantic slave trade triangle, Liverpool, Elmina in Ghana and Charleston, US. Phillips is taken around 
[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōȅ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 
racism black people in the city endure. 

161
 Eric Lynch, quoted in Lord Gifford QC (Chair), Brown, and Bundey, Loosen the Shackles, 247. 



  73 

correspondingly recaƭƭŜŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ψ!ŦŦƻΩ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƻǊȅ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

African immigrants.162  

 

The Twentieth Century  

 

Decolonisation and Decline 

 

Andrew LeesΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨIǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ tƻǊǘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǊƭǿƛƴŘ-

like changes, dramas and traumas that have erupted throughout her tumultuous past.163 In the 

twentieth century in particular, this metaphor seems particularly fitting. The first few decades 

were a high point of Imperialism, with the city standing tall as second city of Empire, and 

celebrations of the 700th Anniversary matched these expressions of Edwardian confidence as 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƪȅƭƛƴŜ ǊƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ civic pride. The publication of 

wŀƳǎŀȅ aǳƛǊΩǎ History of Liverpool, John Belchem suggests, was another expression of such 

ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ aǳƛǊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ΨǎƘȅ ŀǿŀȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 

of civic pride led to contradictions and dissonance in his discourse (see Chapter Three).164 The 

motifs of the later nineteenth century are echoed by James Touzeau whose words ring with 

ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƻƳǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƛǾƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΥ 

 
ώΧϐ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ώǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩǎϐ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 
and exercised a meritoriously humanizing influence upon the whole civilised world. 
This one act alone placed Britain in the forefront of all nations, and makes every true 
Englishmen proud of his country.165 
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However, this confidence would not last and following bouts of unemployment and decline 

immediately following the world wars, the loss of the cotton industry and the transference of 

passenger shipping to Southampton after the 1950s, levels of dock-related employment 

dropped from 45,000 in 1945 to just 3000 by 1977.166 Decolonisation, dramatic depopulation, 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ΨǿƻǊƭŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΩ, ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ tŜǘŜǊ !ǳƎƘǘƻƴΣ ΨŘƛŘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿƘŀǘ 

the abolition of the slave trade and a ship canal were unable to do ς ώΧϐ deprived the port of 

ƛǘǎ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΦΩ167 This, coupled with a particular manifestation of inter-war racism, and with 

corresponding paternalistic discourses of imperialism, ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

of 1957 took place in a very different social and economic landscape of post-war devastation 

ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǎŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ 

was discussed at all in the post-war years, was significantly downplayed by historians, 

awkwardly justified, and laced with racialised and racist discourses. 

 

Racism, Riot, and Resistance 

 

¢ƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ΨǊŀŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {Ƴŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀƴ ŀƴƻƳŀƭȅΦΩ168 In contrast to 

ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨŎƻǎƳƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴΩ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎΣ {Ƴŀƭƭ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 

education institutions.169 The evolviƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΤ ǘƘǊƻugh racism, riot 

and resistance - and indeed the memory of this context, continues to and shape interactions in 

memory work well into the twenty-first century. 

The history of black people in Liverpool has been marked by consistent experiences of 

racial discrimination and organised resistance to this. An inquiry into race relations in Liverpool 

8 following riots in 1981, known as the Gifford Report and ƻƳƛƴƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ[ƻƻǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

{ƘŀŎƪƭŜǎΩ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǳƴƛǉǳŜƭȅ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎΩ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭȅ 
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sized cities.170 ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀǎ Ψ! /ƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛǎŜǎ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ΨŦƻǊƎŜǘΩ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ 

damaging.171 

{ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ 

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ΨǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΩΣ ƛƴ the midst of Imperial expansion. Colonialism and Imperialism 

ǎƘŀǇŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǊǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ 

colonieǎΦΩ172 During the First World War black soldiers from the Caribbean joined the British 

war effort and many also worked in Britain, enabling white British men to leave for military 

service and many more black seamen came to Liverpool following the requisition of 

Liverpool/West Africa ships.173 After the war, however, resentment against an increased black 

population grew.174  

It was within this context, in the year of the Ψ!ƭƛŜƴǎ !ŎǘΩ όмфмфύΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǊŀŎŜ ǊƛƻǘǎΩΣ ƻǊ 

ΨǊŀŎƛǎǘ ǊƛƻǘǎΩ ŀǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wƻǿŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǘƘŜƳ, erupted in Liverpool, and elsewhere.175  Post-war 

competition over scarcer jobs between demobilised soldiers and sailors (which included large 

numbers of black men) and apparent Ψsexual jealousyΩ over relationships between black men 

and white women were seen as factors.176 Up to 10,000 white rioters attacked black homes, 
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ŀƴŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ мфмфΣ тлл ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎŜƭƭǎ ΨŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΩΦ177 However, 

this was not the way events were represented in the press, where the events were portrayed 

as a white reacǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨǳƴǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘΩ ōƭŀŎƪ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ178 The riots led to the death of one black 

ǎŀƛƭƻǊΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ²ƻƻǘǘƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŘǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŘƻŎƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘŜƴΦ179 

Whilst one press report at the time emphasised the need to contain the violence so that it did 

ƴƻǘ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩΣ ƛƴŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΣ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ƛǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ΨLƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩΤ racialised discrimination was forged in the ideological rhetoric of 

Empire.180  

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ 

were made for employers to give preference to white seamen who had served in the war, in 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŎƻƭƻǳǊ ōŀǊΩΦ181 The issue of employment was also taken up by the trade 

unions and the passing of the Aliens Order and Coloured Alien Seaman Order was passed in 

мфнл ŀƴŘ мфнр ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ΨŀƭƛŜƴǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ όŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ 

with) proof of identification.182 Between the wars, Liverpool entered a period of economic 

decline; high levels of unemployment, a declining population and an overall fall in trade levels 

by one quarter in 1939 compared to 1914 levels.183   

In 1929 the white, liberal, and paternalistic Association for the Welfare of Half-Caste 

Children sponsored a Report on an Investigation into the Colour Problem in Liverpool and Other 

Ports (1930) conducted by Muriel Fletcher (Fletcher Report).184 ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ 

ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ΨƘŀƭŦ-ŎŀǎǘŜΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ 
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focus on the structuring of British Society.185 The report strengthened pre-existing stereotypes 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŜƴ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻǎŜΩΦ186 Mark Christian has suggested that this report marked the beginning of years 

of furthŜǊ ŎŀǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩΦ187  

¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǿŀǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀǎ 5ƛŀƴŜ CǊƻǎǘ ŀǊƎǳŜǎΣ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ Ψŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΩ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǎŜǳŘƻ-ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎ ƻƴ άǊŀŎŜέ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦΩ188 Reflecting these broader discourses, the 1928 

Book of Liverpool ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǿϐŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ 

ŎŀǊƎƻŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŀǾŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ DƻŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΦΩ189 

The paternalistic and philanthropic credentials of the slave captains are stressed in The Story of 

Liverpool όмфорύΣ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ IŜǊŜΣ IǳƎƘ /ǊƻǿΥ 

 
ΧƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ άŎŀǊƎƻέ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōŀǘƘ daily dosed them with lime-juice to keep off 
scurvy, allowed them a pipe of tobacco, and, if sick, a nip of brandy, and (except in the 
ǿƻǊǎǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊύ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǿŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƪǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
allowed to dance on deck beneath a cover, which was rigged up to give them shelter 
from the blazing sun.190 

 
This sentiment was repeated in 1946, when another author suggested that Hugh Crow earned 

ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩΦ191  
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Labour shortages following the outbreak of the Second World War led to a volunteer 

worker scheme for West Indians initiated by the Ministry of Labour and the Colonial Office, 

and Liverpool was chosen to take these volunteers initially because of its pre-existing black 

population.192 Racial tensions at this time, apparently exacerbated by the presence of 

American soldiers, led to meetings between Dr Harold Moody (League of Coloured Peoples) 

and the Bishop of Liverpool, and a community centre was established (Stanley House).193 Mark 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ IƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀƴ-African Federation 

demonstrates that it was a predominantly black social institution.194 An interesting example of 

war-time exchange of black American culture is demonstrated by one author who states that 

Ψώŀϐǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΣ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŘŀƴŎŜ 

ōŀƴŘΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻƻ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭȅ ŀǾŜƴƎŜŘΦΩ195 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфрлǎΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŘŀƴŎŜ ōŀƴŘΩΣ 

likely refers to British dance band music influenced by American jazz. Jazz, which has its roots 

in African-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ 

(and their descendants) are reaping revenge on British cultural norms.196 Black people in 

Liverpool were influenced by American civil rights movements and the politics of the black 

!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ tŀƴǘƘŜǊǎ όǘƘŜ Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŀƴǘƘŜǊǎΩύ 

was established in Liverpool in the 1960s.197 ! ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ across 

Liverpool and America; in oppression and segregation, and local black people drew on Black 

Atlantic politics to confront oppression they experienced in their own city.198  

Liverpool had suffered greatly during the war. There were 90 bombings on the city 

between 1940 and 1942 and the 1941 May Blitz hit the city hard.199 The city itself did not 
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benefit from levels of post-war West Indian immigration as other towns and cities did, yet 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎ ΨǊŀŎŜΩ ŘƻƳƛnated national 

political agendas in ways which impacted local politics, infiltrating the discourse around 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ трлth Birthday in 1957 (see Chapter Seven).200  

Against the tone of official histories at this time which largely sought to downplay the 

significance of the slave trade to Liverpool,201 ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

local black people who began research. Interviewee Scott has been conducting Slavery Walking 

Tours of Liverpool since the 1970s. He outlines the intimate connection between discoveries of 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƭƻǿΩΣ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƭŘ 

ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ IŜǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ ŀ Ƨƻō ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

commercial centre and his close relationship with an elderly caretaker: 

 
So, this old man used to tell me all kinds of things, and anything about slavery went 
into the back of my head. And when he found out I was really interested, he said to 
me, in the weekend, go to such-and-such a building, and see- ask for Mr so-and-so, 
ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ IŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ !ƴŘ LΩŘ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
that building and the people in it. So ς I built up this history of what was on the 
buildings, why they were there and er, the way in which my mind works, anything 
which regards Africa, slavery, black history, Liverpool, treatment of black people, it just 
goes to the back of my head. I had gathered all this information and did nothing with it 
for years.202 

 
Scott recounts how, after marrying and having children, he would take his family walking 

around the city and recount the history of buildings and the trading history of the city. From 

here word spread and Scott began to conduct tours more regularly, eventually charging a small 

ŦŜŜΦ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ǘƻǳǊǎ would feature as part of race-relations and educational initiatives through 

the city council, local education authorities, the police and prison service, and the museums in 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ΨƘǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜǎΩΣ Ǌƛƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ŀnd 1980s.  
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Emerging from a revolutionary context of 1960s civil rights movements, post-war 

immigration, demographic change and corresponding race-relations organisations, an 

increasingly active and vocal black politics alongside local and national anti-racism movements 

spoke out against restrictive acts of parliament and legislation including immigration and 

nationality acts (see Figure 3), discriminatory policing tactics and the growth of far-right groups 

like the National Front.203 General action in the form of protest was often taken in the face of 

an ignorance surrounding bƭŀŎƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛth 

the slave trade came to be presented alongside other examples of colonial exploitation from 

the standpoint of challenging contemporary racism. One of the Merseyside Anti Racialist 

!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ (1979) stated aims was to counter racist ideology through education, to challenge: 
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Χŀ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ ƻŦ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
exploitation and political and military control exercised by Britain during the periods of 
the slave-trade and colonialism.204  

 
 

 A particular focus of such groups was racism in the media. In 1978, the day before a 

television series aired abouǘ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψhƴ ǘhe Mersey ōŜŀǘΩΣ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ 

published in the BBC background magazine The Listener. Reporter Martin Young outlined that 

ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŦ-ŎŀǎǘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ 

follows: 

 
Many are the product of liaisons between black seamen and white prostitutes in 
Liverpool 8, the red light district. Naturally, they do not grow up with any kind of 
recognisable home life. Worse still, after they have done the round of homes and 
institutions they gradually realise that they are nothing. The Negroes will not accept 
them as blacks, and the whites just assume they are coloured. As a result, the half-
caste community of Merseyside ς or, more particularly, Liverpool ς is well outside 
recognised society.205 

 

 
Young creates a context of temporariness. The children of mixed racial parentage are the 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ΨƭƛŀƛǎƻƴǎΩΣ ōǊƛŜŦ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ than any more permanent forms of 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŜŘΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ .ƭŀŎƪ seamen who 

presumably like other seamen, exist in a seabound life, moving between ports and across 

oceans without settlement. It is a situaǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ΨǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

than the county generally, exceptionalising ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ΨƘŀƭŦ-ŎŀǎǘŜΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩ 

unique to Liverpool, without any recognition of the long underlying historical context which 

would rationalise and indeed legitimise the demographics of the city, and instead placing 

mixed heritage ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨǿŜƭƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΩ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  

A few weeks later, a protest was staged over The Listener article and against the 

Merseyside Police force for their part in supplying the statements. Around 300 people met at 

Stanley House, marching to the offices of BBC Radio Merseyside in the city centre to deliver a 

petition calling for a public apology and investigation into Police Chief Kenneth Oxford and his 

force. One banneǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ Ψплл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜ ƘŀǘǊŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ŜƴŘΚΩ (Figure 

4)Σ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 

slavery and colonialism. 

                                                           
204

 Ben-Tovin and Mufti, First Annual Report of MARA. 

205
 Martin Young, "On the Mersey Beat," The Listener, November 2nd 1978. 



  82 

The Listener incident has gone down as a milestone moment within a chain reaction 

instigated through black protest against racism, which would later culminate in the riots of 

1981. The political action and awareness raised by the response to The Listener article led to 

the formation of the Liverpool Black Organisation the following year, the leaders of which 

went on to forge a number of key political organisations in the 1980s including the Merseyside 

Community Relations Council, Race Relations Liaisons Committee, the Black Caucus and the 

Liverpool 8 Defence Committee.206 

The riots of 1981, ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻȄǘŜǘƘ ǊƛƻǘǎΩ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ occurred mostly in 

¦ǇǇŜǊ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ ΨwƛŀƭǘƻΩ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜ [ŀƴŜΣ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

and political history. Prompted by the arrest of a young black man in Liverpool 8, the riots 

themselves, though ill-ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀǎ ΨǊŀŎŜ ǊƛƻǘǎΩΣ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ 

brutal policing tactics, deprivation as well as institutionalised racism more generally.207 

Speaking after the events of summer 1981, local Councillor Margaret Simey is quoted as saying 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛƻǘŜŘ ǘƻƻΣ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛŀƭǘƻ ŀǊŜŀΦ208 Though other rioting occurred 

around the country in urban areas (Bristol in 1980, Brixton 1981), and previous clashes 
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between black youth and the police had occurred in Liverpool in 1972 and 1975, those in 

Liverpool in 1981 were the largest mainland disturbance in Britain, during which CS-Gas in a 

civilian context was used for the first time.209 The police were heavily criticised for their 

conduct, especially following the death of David Moore, a disabled man, after he was hit by a 

police van.210 Out of the disturbances, however, further black organisations were forged 

including the Liverpool 8 Law Centre and the Immigration Advice Unit.211 

Black organisations would become embroiled in further strain to community relations 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻǿ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿhere the 1980s Militant Labour 

CƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘŀǳƴŎƘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ-blind workerist ideology caused divisions, exacerbated by the 

appointment of London-born Samson Bond as Principal Race Relations Advisor. As someone 

not from the local area and without previous experience or any credentials to his name except 

for his support for Militant, this was considered a purely political appointment which was 

subsequently boycotted and protested against.212 ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ŀƳ .ƻƴŘΩǎ ƴame in 

the first banner in Figure 5 draws deliberate allusions to the bondage of slavery. 

Many of the black organisations mentioned stressed education as a medium through 

which racism and disempowerment could be challenged, and none more so than the black-led 

Charles Wootton College, set up initially in 1974 and named to honour and memorialise the 

black seaman killed during the riots in 1919 (Figure 6).213 ThŜ Ψ/ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ 

known, ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ мффн ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƴƛŜ DǊŀƴǘ at ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ 

first patron in 1997.214  It ran a Black Studies course, whose stated aims included Ψanalysing the 

continuities and changes that have emerged as a result of Africans being torn out of Africa via  
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Figure 5: Front Cover of Black Linx showing demonstration against 
policies of the Militant Labour Council  
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Figure 6: Image of the Charles Wootton College in a twentieth anniversary edition of its 
newsletter (1994). Black Cultural Archives, London 
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ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ά!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ {ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜέΩΦ215 A Black History Workshop was established after 1981 

and which was ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǊŜǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ.216 

Students of the cƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ articles within 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ƴewsletter and beyond, going on to higher education and into academic 

careers.217 It was also a former student of the College who proposed the motion that the city 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ƛƴ мфффΦ However, this 

was also the final year the college would remain open, having suffered significant funding cuts 

and criticisms over its management. As Mark /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψƛn 1999 the City Council 

apologisŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ Řƻǿƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦΩ218 

Black ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

of ways. It emerged within papers released in 2011 that following the riots of 1981 some 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ΨƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ 

ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΩΦ219 However, more pro-active steps were instead taken, and Michael Heseltine was 

ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ΨaƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜΩ, establishing the Merseyside Development Corporation as 

part of a drive for economic regeneration in the city which he considered would go some way 

to alleviating social issues.220 These initiatives included the regeneration of the Albert Dock, 
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The International Garden Festival in 1984 and the Tate Gallery, but were criticised for not 

employing local black people and ultimately not benefitting anyone living in L8.221  

The riots, unrest and organised protest instigated projects of urban regeneration and 

development but, perhaps more significantly, would come to influence the relationship 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ 

memory work in the 1990s and beyond. 

 

The Rise of Museums and Memory in an Age of Globalization   

 

Despite the regeneration initiatives, 1980s Liverpool experienced further dramatic economic 

and demographic decline. Employment and population levels both fell by 23 and 12 percent 

respectively and the city emerged into the 1990s wƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ƻŦ Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ hƴŜ 

{ǘŀǘǳǎΩΦ222 This title has, however, been retrospectively viewed as a turning point for the city. It 

opened new doors to European subsidies, with structural funds of £1.6bn allocated to 

Liverpool between 1994 and 1999.223 /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ WƻƘƴ .ŜƭŎƘŜƳ ƳǳǎŜǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ōŜŜƴ ΨƘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩΦ224 !ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ŀƴŘ мффлǎΣ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ 

number of major cities, particular those in areas of de-industrialisation in the north of 

England.225 Though the rise of cultural tourism and ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ regenerationΩ has attracted 
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criticism from sceptics of a so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩΣ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

institutions would prove central to the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴd. 226  

 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩΣ ƳƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ viewed as part of a 

ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƎǊŜǿ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƭƛŦŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

ƛƴ ǇǎȅŎƘƻŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀlly painful 

ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎΩΦ227 Crucially, ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōƻƻƳΩ across the later twentieth century rises in line 

with broader processes of globalisation. Andreas Huyssen suggests that in this sense, and in 

comparison to nineteenth century memory, the past has become ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΩΦ228 

For a history which is necessarily transatlantic, this might, of course, seem a moot point. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨōƻƻƳǎΩ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ ƳǳǎŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

yet continues to be exceptionalised ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊ 

to this global port city. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулǎ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ - National Museums and 

Galleries on Merseyside (NMGM ς established in 1986), becoming National Museums 

Liverpool (NML) in 2003 - ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ŦŀǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

and slavery whilst ultimately remaining linked, psychologically if not always literally, to 

processes of regeneration in the city. Further, museological developments around this time 

ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ΨōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǳǎƻƭŜǳƳΩΣ ǇƭŀŎing increasing focus on communities and stories, in 

place of traditional focuses on glass cabinets and artefacts.229 Housed within the much lauded 

!ƭōŜǊǘ 5ƻŎƪ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ψŀ ǎŜƭŦ-conscƛƻǳǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ230 the 

Merseyside Maritime Museum became an important site of slavery memory after a decade of 
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silence on the matter. A temporary exhibition called Staying Power: Black Presence in 

Liverpool, developed in partnership with the Liverpool Anti-Racist Community Arts Association 

(LARCAA) ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ όмффмύ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ 

community.231 This exhibition sought to tell the story of the Liverpool black presence from the 

eighteenth centuǊȅ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻƻǘǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǾŜƴƛǊ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΦ232  

Iƴ мффпΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ŧirst permanent museum exhibition on slavery, the Transatlantic 

Slavery Gallery: Against Human Dignity (TSG) was opened in the basement of the Maritime 

Museum (Chapter Twelve). The TSG arose in a context of shifting racial politics in 1990s Britain, 

and at a time when many museums were seeking ways of incorporating new languages of 

diversity and more inclusive ideas of national identity.233 This context was also influenced by a 

new wave of global black politics linked with the African Reparations Movement, major 

conferences for which were held in Nigeria and Birmingham (UK) in 1993.234 Sharon 

aŀŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ƘŀŘ ΨōŜŎƻƳŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻf 

ownership, and consequently stages for history and culture wars.235 However, contestations 

around the museums in Liverpool, including protest from local black people, also reflected 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ Řƛǎǎƻƴŀnce of the 1980s between 
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ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨǳǊōŀƴ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴΩΣ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 

embroiled in the dynamics of the city.236 

The rise of cultural tourism in line with regeneration in the city, however, would 

complicate public history initiatives in the mid-мффлǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩΣ bƛŎƪ tǊƛƻǊ 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƘǊƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ΨƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎΩ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΩΣ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ƎŀȊŜΩΦ237 Although slavery walking tours had previously 

been run privately, it was not until authoritative cultural institutions organised their own that 

they became a matter of public controversy. Following the opening of the TSG in 1994, a series 

of guided tours were organised and funded by NMGM. A national public debate around these 

took place within The Times, in 1996. The most vocal critic of the tours was Fritz Spiegl,238 who 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώǘϐhe city suffers from a negative ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇΦΩ239 Richard Foster, 

Director of NMGM however, states that the tours will instead have positive repercussions, and 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψthe tour guides go out of their way to 

promote the positive aspects of Liverpool, and reflect on the benefits that flowed from the 

prosperity created in part by the slave trade.Ω240An engagement with the public history of 

slavery is here warped by the dominant notion that heritage tourism is a largely positive 

endeavour that primarily promotes place in a public relations capacity.  

In 1997, an International Day of Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition was 

established by UNESCO. The 23rd August was chosen as the date on which Toussaint 

ƭΩhǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ ƭŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ Iŀƛǘƛ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿ ƻŦ 

the French colonial regime.241 As former curator of Merseyside Maritime Museum Anthony 

Tibbles suggests, whilst the day was marked by only a few countries, Liverpool has been one of 
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the places which has had a continual and repeated series of events (see Chapter Nine).242 

Initiated and led by NMGM with support from representatives and organisations from within 

the local black community, and, later with support from the City Council, the day has been 

marked since 1999. This perhaps also reflects the growth of the scope of museums to engage 

with communities, merge education with leisure and consumption, which Mark Rectanus 

suggests connects museums with an ΨŜǾŜƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ243 

A wave of collective, political apologies for ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ΨǿǊƻƴƎǎΩ ŀƭǎƻ ǊƻǎŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

the turn of the millennium. These have been viewed variously as a consequence of post-

ŘŜŎƻƭƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ΨǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛŎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ 

consequence of the decline of the nation.244 Michel-Rolph Trouillot has argued that apologies 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜǊŀ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǾŜΩ ƻŦ 

apologies from the 1980s onwards, he suggests that the transference of attributes of the 

liberal self to collectives, as well as changes in historical perception and the existence of a 

ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ǎǘŀƎŜΩ have been influential.245 ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀƴ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ is, however, 

also important for framing apologies, the idea being that such performances aǊŜ ΨǿŀǘŎƘŜŘΩ ōȅ 

a global audience.246 [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭΩ Ŏƛǘȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ 

always felt the whole world was, or should be, looking its way. When the City Council 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ role in the transatlantic slave trade 

in 1999 (see Chapter Six), transnational links were sought with America (through the guise of 

celebrity, invitations extended to Jesse Jackson and President Bill Clinton) and Africa (through 
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the guise of global tourism, a twinning call made with a West African port).247 As Chapter Six 

will show, the timing of the apology alongside the turn of the millennium was stressed as 

significant for critics and supporters. However, the timing of the apology was also meaningful 

in other ways, taking place concurrently with the publication of the MacPherson Report into 

the murder and police investigation of black London teenager Stephen Lawrence, and ten 

years after the publication of the Gifford Report. This point was drawn upon both by members 

of the council to support their choice of timing and by black critics of the apology, that it was 

ΨƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ DƛŦŦƻǊŘ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ōǳǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ƛǎ 

still practised under the noses of Liverpool City CoǳƴŎƛƭΩΦ248 

Slavery Remembrance Day (SRD) emerged linked with the apology, both in terms of 

timing and subsequent ritual performance. The debate and discourse initiated by events of the 

first SRD which including the dedication of a commemorative plaque by the waterfront, 

ƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƻǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 

becoming part of a wider debate over the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ249 In 2000 and 2001, 

second and third stages of the official apology were carried out by the city council to coincide 

with SRD, though these remained separate to the events organised by NML. The framing of 

these commemorative events, particularly {w5Σ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ΨŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ 

part of a global culture of consumption, the events marking the memory of slavery become 

points among many in a busy cultural calendar.250 Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄΩ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ !ƴŘǊŜŀǎ IǳȅǎǎŜƴΣ Ψƛǎ 

that memory discourses themselves partake in the detemporalizing processes that 

characterise a culture of consumption and oōǎƻƭŜǎŎŜƴŎŜΦΩ251 The key temporal dimension to 

{w5 ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ΨǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƴŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ 

relation to cultural events, in place of timely connections to the past. 

At the beginning of the twenty-first centurȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƻǊƭŘ ǎǘŀƎŜΩ ǿŀǎ 

further enhanced by a roll call of transnational accolades. In 2003, the city was awarded the 

title of European Capital of Culture (to be marked in 2008) and the following year it was 
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ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀ ΨaŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭŜ /ƛǘȅΩΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜ ōȅ ¦b9{/hΦ252 Competitions such 

as the Capital of Culture title, are ΨǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ Ŏivic promotion and expansionism,Ω 

and the late 1990s build up included ventures into other, ultimately unsuccessful, bids 

including the 1999 Year of Architecture, the loss of which was discursively framed as a chance 

ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōƛƎƎŜǊΣ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ όǎŜŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ƘǊŜŜύΦ253 

The run up to the Capital of Culture year somewhat dampened the organised 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ψуллth .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩ ƛƴ нллтΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

was perhaps the publication of a new written history of the city.254 2007 was, moreover, also 

the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the British Slave Trade, a commemorative year marked 

nationally and during which the International Slavery Museum opened in Liverpool.255 2007, 

perhaps, more than any year, marks the shifts in memory away from civic localism seen in 

1907 and 1957, in place of transnational titles and commemorative years performed on a 

global stage. Hence, the museum which opened in 2007 was not the Liverpool Slavery 

Museum, but the International Slavery Museum.  
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PART ONE 

~ 

 

Mapping the Discursive Terrain: 
Narrative, Identity, Debate 
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Introduction to Part One 

 

Mapping a discourse entails seeking out patterns, identifying the use of particular phrases, 

narratives and motifs across time. These patterns incorporate narrative frameworks which are 

utilised within the construction of ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ΨǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ In their 1992 book, Liverpool - Capital of 

the Slave Trade, Gail Cameron and Stan Crooke suggest that one of the key obstacles in 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘe is the way in which 

the subject has been handled by historians.1 ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ 

ǘƻ ΨŘŜŦŜƴŘΩ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎΩ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ 

outright denial of the links between the city and the trade.2 Murray Steele similarly points to 

ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƛǊōǊǳǎƘƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

attitude mirrored that directed towards ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ population.3  

Though /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ǊƻƻƪŜΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

influence of those writing history, or, indeed, representing the past in various genres, goes 

ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

interdiscursivity of broader identity narratives of the city, which frame Liverpool as rising 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ΨǊŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƳƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ narrative and complicate representations through contradictions and dissonances of 

phrasing which stand as legacies of constructing civic pride through history (Chapter Three). 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ collective identity more generally, 

centres on its distinctly maritime articulation, historically and contemporarilyΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩs 

identity as a port city, intimately entwined with the River Mersey, the Atlantic Ocean and the 

movement of her ships, is influential within engagements with its history of slavery. However, 

rŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜΩ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘ 

through romanticism and generalisations, and displaced in discursive arrangements. Chapter 

Four will ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ 

maritime themed identity narratives.  
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Mapping discourses concerns to a large extent, mapping repetitions. Here the re-

deployment of motifs over time extends to particulaǊ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΩ 

ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ƻƻƪŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōǊƛŎƪǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ 

ŀ ƴŜƎǊƻΩΦ This anecdote, has been repeated by commentators down the years, and moulded 

and adapted to suit particular standpoints; agreed with and disagreed with in equal measure 

(see Chapter Five). The dissonant history of Liverpool and slavery has, furthermore, been a 

ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜΩ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘǎ 

abolition at the beginning of the nineteenth century, the topic has been debated throughout 

the centuries. Chapter Six explores some of these debates in detail, noting repeated themes 

and argumentative devices, and assessing these in their contexts. Two debates are addressed 

which occur some 60 years apart; The Peacock Debate of 1939 which was largely a debate over 

ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мффф ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ 

remembrance days, memorial plaques, and apologies, had turned their attention to debates 

over ΨmemoryΩ. The chapter ends with a discussion of some of the other argumentative 

contexts that Liverpool and slavery has been used within. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

~ 

Narratives of  Memory 

ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ ƻǊ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦΩ 
ς Chinua Achebe, No Longer At Ease (1961) 

 

 

The use of narrative in the construction of individual identity has been widely attested, 

particularly within the cognitive and cultural psychological literature, where it is generally 

ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨǎǘƻǊȅƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ1 Additionally, James 

²ŜǊǘǎŎƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ Ƙƻǿ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

are used to construct and re-construct iŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

ǘƻƻƭǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΦ2 Further, Louis Mink has described narrative as a 

ΨǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΩΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀǎ 

an article in the constitution of common sense.3 This theorization of narrative aligns closely 

with the processes of discourse, as a mechanism through which semiotic expressions of 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŀōƭŜ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǎŜƴǎŜ-makingΩΦ 

The past is recounted, transferred and engaged with dialogically, through language, 

ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ΨŦǊŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩΦ4 Collective memory, suggests James Wertsch, is 

ΨŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ƛǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

especially significant.5 This is a selective and active process, as Vinitzky-Seroussi surmises:  

                                                           
1
 See Jens Brockmeier and Donal A. Carbaugh, Narrative and Identity: Studies in Autobiography, Self, and 

Culture  (Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Co., 2001); Paul John Eakin, Living Autobiographically: 
How We Create Identity in Narrative  (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008). 

2
 James V. Wertsch, "Narrative Tools of History and Identity," Culture and Psychology 3, no. 1 (1997). 

3
 Louis O. Mink, "Narrative Form as a Cognitive Instrument," in The History and Narrative Reader, ed. 

Geoffrey Roberts (London: Routledge, 2001), 213-14. 

4
 Ron Eyerman, "The Past in the Present: Culture and the Transmission of Memory," Acta Sociologica 47, 

no. 2 (2004): 162. 

5
 James V. Wertsch, "The Narrative Organization of Collective Memory," ETHOS 36, no. 1 (2008): 122. 
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Narratives are never mere lists ς assemblages of dates or facts ς put together without 
logic or motivation. Rather they are selective accounts with beginnings and endings, 
constructed to create meanings, interpret reality, organise events in time, establish 
coherency and continuity, construct identities, enable social action, and to construct 
the world and its moral and social order for its audience.6 

 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƛƳōǳƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ΨǿŜΩ ŀǊŜΦ hƴŜ 

way of achieving this is through the creation of shared foundation narratives. These are 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊ-ŦǊŀƳŜǎΩ ōȅ wƻƴ 9ȅŜǊƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

traditions, in ritual and ceremonial processes.7 Within this process official accounts of the past 

become paramount, having a major impact on subsequent narratives, albeit not necessarily or 

exclusively in the ways intended.8 ¸ŀŜƭ ½ŜǊǳōŀǾŜƭ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊ 

ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΩΣ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊȅƭƛƴŜΣ 

providing members of a shared identity group with a shared past. In this sense, it is important 

ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǿƘƻƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ΨŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦΩ9 

WŀƳŜǎ ²ŜǊǘǎŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ Ψ{ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ organised around individual dates and 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

ΨǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇƭƻǘΩΦ10 Here, 

Wertsch also draws attention to the intertexuality of this process of narrativising the past, 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ψŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ 

influence of this can present itself in interesting ways.11 These schematic narratives, like 

master narratives as understood by Zerubavel, have at their core processes of forgetting as 

ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎΩΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ do 

not fit the narrative integrity of such structures.12  

                                                           
6
 Vered Vinitzky-Seroussi, "Commemorating a Difficult Past: Yitzhak Rabin's Memorials," American 

Sociological Review 67, no. 1 (2002): 34. 

7
 Eyerman, "The Past in the Present," 162. 

8
 Wertsch, "Narrative Tools of History and Identity," 15. 

9
 Zerubavel, Recovered Roots, 6-7. 

10
 James V. Wertsch, "Collective Memory and Narrative Templates," Social Research 75, no. 1 (2008): 

140. 

11
 Wertsch, "The Narrative Organization of Collective Memory," 122. 

12
 Zerubavel, Recovered Roots, 8. 
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[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾƛǎŜŘΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

the transatlantic slave trade, replicates dominant master narratives across the period 

considered which ǎƘŀǇŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ 

ǎŜŜƴ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ΨǊŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŎƻming the 

adversity of abolition, stressing the enterprising spirit of her merchants in relation to slave 

ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŘƛǎǎƻƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƳōƻŘȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

historic discourse exemplifies the unique processes of collective memory through the 

narrativisation of a complicated past. 

 

Foundation Stories: Rags to Riches 

 
As Eviater Zerubavel has suggested, the starting point for any foundational historic narrative 

comes to define what has preceded it as insignificant, ŀǎ ΨǇǊŜ-ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ13 Similarly, Yael 

½ŜǊǳōŀǾŜƭ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ 

ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΩΦ14 [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎΩ ǎǇŀƴ ŀ 

considerable breadth of time within its historic discourse, reflected in the structuring of texts 

and chapters of books. The Story of Liverpool, written initially to coincide with the Festival of 

.Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ мфрмΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ трлth anniversary in 1957, has two sections of 

equal ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǳǇ ǘƻ мфллΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ 

¢ǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΣ ŀƭƭ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ15 [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

progression is one which drags its feet until a sudden spur of activity, turning point(s) or 

ΨǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩΦ16 These markers largely revolve around the activities of the port, 

often taking the beginning of growth from the construction of the Old Dock at the beginning of 

the eighteenth century, and, significantly, the maritime activities which this facilitated.17  

                                                           
13

 Eviatar Zerubavel, "Social Memories: Steps to a Sociology of the Past," Qualitative Sociology 19, no. 3 
(1996): 287. 

14
 Zerubavel, Recovered Roots, 221. 

15
 The first sectioƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊŜ-ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ όƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ мнлтύ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ΨƛƴŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻōǎŎǳǊƛǘȅΩΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ прл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ 
ΨǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǳƴƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǇƻǊǘΩ ǳƴǘƛƭ мссл ǿƘŜƴ Ψƛǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜƴǘ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘŀȅΩΦ F.A. Bailey and R. Millington, The Story of 
Liverpool  (Liverpool: Liverpool Corporation, 1957), 7. 

16
 Zerubavel, Recovered Roots, 9. 

17
 ¢ƘŜ ΨhƭŘ 5ƻŎƪΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǿŜǘ ŘƻŎƪ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ мтмр ŀƴŘ 

the engineer was Mr. Thomas Steers. Muir, History of Liverpool, 176-77. William Farrer & J. Brownbill 
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Histories of Liverpool consistently present the city as having risen quickly - from having been 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΩ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ǘƻ ΨƎǊŜŀǘΩ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ 

This narrative is present within the general histories which emerge in the latter part of the 

ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƴŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ мттп Essay onwards, in which the author states that 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻōǎŎǳǊƛǘȅΩΦ18 This point itself is sometimes 

ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ψƴƻ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΣ ŀǎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ όмтфрύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘǊǳƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŦϐƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ тлл ȅŜŀǊs of history, Liverpool was little more 

ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΦ19 From this point of 

ΨƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ΨƘǳƳōƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩ ǘƻ ΨǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ /ƻǊǊȅΩǎ мумл ǘŜȄǘΦ20  

¢Ƙƛǎ ΨǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ŀ ΨǊŀƎǎ-to-ǊƛŎƘŜǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅƭƛƴŜΣ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ Ǉƭƻǘ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 

ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ .ƻƻƪŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ōŀǎƛŎ Ǉƭƻǘ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ21 This was a well-

establƛǎƘŜŘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

William Shepherd is able to satirise ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ5ƛŎƪ [ƛǾŜǊΩ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǊƛǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ ǘƻ ŀ ΨƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ22 The 

dramatic and extreme nature of this transformation, as shown in the Dick Liver text, is 

frequently articulated through a distinctly maritime categorization of place. Liverpool thereby 

begins as a small fishing village (just as Dick Liver is a ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ΨƳƛƎƘǘȅ 

ǎŜŀǇƻǊǘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ emphasised particularly clearly within public memory work concerned with 

ƛƳōǳƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǇǊƛŘŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ тллth birthday in 

мфлтΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ΨǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ 

ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƘŀƳƭŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘƛŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǳŎŎƛƴŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ 5ŜǊŜƪ ²ƘŀƭŜΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ 

                                                                                                                                                                          
(editors), "Liverpool: The docks," A History of the County of Lancaster: Volume 4, British History Online, 
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1957, Fishing Village to Great Sea Port which, nonetheless, manages to omit discussion of slave 

trading completely.23  

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ 

to stress the significance of the slave trade to Liverpool. In 1907 Ramsay Muir, who as John 

.ŜƭŎƘŜƳ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ΨǎƘȅ ŀǿŀȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ 

ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƭƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώōϐŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ Řƻǳōǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 

Liverpool from a struggling sea port to be one of the richest and most prosperous trading 

ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ24 Similarly, one hundred years earlier John Corry also took this view, 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

population.25 /ƻǊǊȅΩs surmise arises only a few years after Liverpool MP General Banastre 

Tarleton, whose family were slave merchants, had used the rags-to-riches motif to emphasise 

the importance of the slave trade to Liverpool during parliamentary debates over its abolition, 

ƛƴ мулсΦ IŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎΣ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ς a town which from a miserable fishing hamlet of about 150 

huts, had within a century risen to be the second town, in point of commercial wealth and 

consequence, in the British dominions, entirely by the African tradeΦΩ 26  

However, the very familiarity of this narrative also means it can be drawn upon in 

altered or inverted forms for discursive effect. Liverpool historian Mike Boyle, within a debate 

ƛƴ мффс ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώǿϐe have got to face up to 

these things. Liverpool was the leading slave port in Europe in the 18th century, accounting for 

about forty per cent of the trade. Without it, Liverpool would have remained a fishing 

ƘŀƳƭŜǘΦΩ27 .ƻȅƭŜ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘƭȅ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƘŀƳƭŜǘΩ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƪŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ΨǊŀƎǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛƴ ŀ 
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ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘǎ ΨǊƛŎƘŜǎΩΦ28 The 

ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŀƎs to riches transformation are humanised by William Ackah who 

ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜ-eminent standing were African 

people: 

 
Liverpool, however started out as a small fishing village, a tiny place in an insignificant 
ŀǊŜŀΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
brought the city its wealth and pre-eminence in the world.29 

 
 

Overcoming Abolition 

 

¢ƘŜ ǊŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ Ǉƭƻǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ŝōōǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳic 

ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎΣ ǳƴŦƻƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ .ƻƻƪŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ΨǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǇƘŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅƭƛƴŜΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛŎƘŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǎo.30 Lƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨŎǊƛǎŜǎΩ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

disasters such as bomb damage in World War Two, decline in shipping, the end of Empire and 

subsequent de-industrialization and unemploymŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨhǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ !ōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΩ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ ²ŜǊǘǎŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ΨǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ WƻƘƴ .ŜƭŎƘŜƳ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŀǎ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ōŜǎǘ 

when overcoming adǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΦ31 This narrative plays out in relation to a number of key 

ΨŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ {ƘƛǇ 

Canal.32 

 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ .ŜƭŎƘŜƳΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ L ŀǊƎǳŜ that the beginnings of this narrative emerge 

much earlier than the period of Edwardian confidence Belchem suggests, within years of the 
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abolition act having been passed. Furthermore, the use of the ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

in the twentieth century is also drawn upon as a device with which to downplay the 

significance of the slave tǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ς i.e. that the city easily overcame 

abolition simply because the slave trade was not that integral to its commercial workings. 

/ǊǳŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƛǘǎ ƭƛƴƪǎ to 

post-1807 enslavement systems. ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘƻƻƭΩ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ 

narrative is here demonstrated as one which enables displacement and forgetting through an 

emphasis on broader narratives, as James Wertsch puts it: 

 
A past that is imagined through narrative templates is one in which interpretation 
relies heavily on abstract meaning structures not anchored in specific places, times, 
characters, or events. Information ς especially information that contradicts these 
schemas ς is routinely distorted, simplified, and ignored.33 

 

!ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛǎ ŀ 

discursive interpretation which allows other events and activities in relation to slavery (such as 

the trade in slave-produced goods, plantation investment by Liverpool families, or other 

general economic benefits), to be quietly forgotten. However, the suggestion here is not that 

such schematic narratives and their specific manifestations do not reflect actual historic 

happenings or, more accurately, historic attitudes. The importance of the slave trade to the 

city and the economic perils of its abolition dominated public discourse in early nineteenth 

century Liverpool. Following the Abolition Act of 1807, the suggestion that Liverpool had made 

Ψŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ discussing 

the upcoming visit of the Price Regent in 1814.34 

Ten years after this Town Hall meeting, Edward Baines History of Lancashire included 

the overcoming abolition narrative structured in the way it was to be repeated within histories 

well into the twentieth century, with an initial outline of fear and anxiety in line with the 

ΨǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘΩ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻ ƭǳŎǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

extensive a branch of commerce, it was generally supposed would have given a severe shock 

ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘŀǎǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊŀŘŜΣ Ψōut these gloomy forebodings were not realized (sic) ; the foreign trade of the port was 

rooted too deeply to be materially impaired by lopping off one of its least desirable 

                                                           
33

 Wertsch, "Collective Memory and Narrative Templates," 142. 

34
 ΨMr S said it was far from his habits, or his wish, to enter upon unpleasant retrospections ς but thus 

much he might be permitted to say, that the trade in question had some years ago been prohibited by 
the British Legislature ς that, on that occasion, many respectable individuals, and the town of Liverpool 
ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎΧΩ "An Address Read to the Prince Regent," 
Liverpool Mercury, May 13, 1814. ΨaǊ {Ω ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ό1768ς1847). 
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ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΩΦ35 What seems important in this statement is the extent to which this is presented as 

a triumph - that Liverpool prospered significantly in spite of the threat of economic hardship. 

 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ ƳƻǘƛŦ ƛǎ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ 

alongside the significance of the slave trade to Liverpool being downplayed. This new use of 

the narrative continues to be emphasised well into the twenty-first century. One of the major 

ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛǎ ōȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ 

increase in trade after 1807 as evidence of the city prospering in the face of economic 

adversity. For example, in 1910 James Touzeau states: 

 
ώΧϐ the predicted ruin did not follow, although the trade of the port naturally suffered 
for some years, after the year 1807 Liverpool and its dependencies experienced a 
more rapid general commercial improvement and prosperous increase in trade than at 
any former period in its history.36 

 

The omission of any discussion of the details of such trade after 1807, acts to cloak a 

continuing connection with slavery with a rhetorical vagueness. Similarly, in 1946, William 

Tyndale Harries outlines the anti-abolition arguments of the later eighteenth and early 

nineteenth century rehearsed in the city, which included the supposed threat to Liverpool, 

that:  

 
Grass would grow between the stones in Castle Street; the docks would be turned into 
fish ponds; Bootle organs (frogs) would sing in the mansions of the wealthy merchants. 
In a word Liverpool would be ruined.37 

 

Dramatic hyperbolic statements of doom and gloom are presented against the outcome, that 

ΨƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǿǊƻƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴƴŀƎŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΣ Ψƛƴ мумм ƛǘ ƘŀŘ 

ǊƛǎŜƴ ǘƻ сммΣмфлΩΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƴƴŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

a moral advantage as well as an economic one, yet one which would not be complete until the 

муолǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ IŀǊǊƛŜǎΣ ΨƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘŜŘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ муоо ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǘ ŦǊŜŜΦΩ38 An acknowledgement perhaps 
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 Baines, Baines's Lancashire, 188-89. 

36
 Touzeau, Rise and Progress of Liverpool, 744. 

37
 Ψ.ƻƻǘƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴǎΩ ƛǎ ŀ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜ ŎƻƭƭƻǉǳƛŀƭƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƻƎǎΣ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ муопΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨbŀǘǘŜǊƧŀŎƪΩΣ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
toad seen in the Bootle area with a distinctive and loud croak from which the name Bootle Organs is said 
to have derived. Tyndale Harries, Landmarks, 64; Henry Berry, "Letter," The Magazine of Natural 
History, and Journal of Zoology, Botany, Mineralogy, Geology, and Meterology 9 (1834). 

38
 Harries, Landmarks. 
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made in the light of pervasive national celebrations of the centenary of the emancipation act 

in 1933 and 1934.  

 However, explicit links between the increase in tonnage of importation and the origin 

of the goods being imported is rarely incorporated into ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ 

{ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΩ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ 

imported from America is used as proof of Liverpool overcoming abolition: 

 
The abolition of the trade in slaves was thought to preǎŀƎŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊǳƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
10 years her maritime commerce was bigger than ever before. Trade with the East 
Indies and with India had been sought with success by Liverpool merchants and, as early 
as 1811, 250,000 bales of cotton were imported in one year from the West Indies and 
America.39 

 

City Council produced guidebooks in the mid-twentieth century clearly illustrate the 

ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

prospering in the face of adversity. Here, abolition is placed in direct comparison to previous 

economic adversities, such as in 1930 when,  

  
Liverpool was facing a crisis as big as that of 1807, when the British Maritime Slave 
¢ǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ streets. This time 
the changes were international ones. Versailles had created new nations eager to be 
self-sufficient. British tariff policy had altered. The 1929 crash had cut down 
international trade. Everything combined to knock the bottom out of LiverǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘŀǇƭŜ 
industry ς sea transport.40 

 

The juxtaposition of the 1929 crash and the abolition of the slave trade align apparently 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨǎŜŀ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

if Liverpool could overcome abolition, then the city would pull through any crisis facing her in 

the 1930s, or, more significantly, the post-war 1950s in which this guide was produced.41 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ мулт ŀǊŜ 

displaced in a ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ мфус ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ 
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 Liverpool Corporation, Official Handbook (1950), 129. This line of reasoning is also seen within a 
school text book in 1935 in which ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻƭŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳƎŀǊΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƭƻǎǎΩ Lamb and Smallpage, The Story of Liverpool, 46. 

40
 Liverpool Corporation, Official Handbook (1950), 123. 

41
 The motif also appears in discourse around the 750

th
 Anniversary celebrations, where the increased 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǿƘŜƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
!ōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ .ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǎŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƛƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻΣ ƻŦ Ŏourse. 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴΩ 
Thomas Whitford, "Seven Centuries of Mersey Shipping," Liverpool Daily Echo, June 19th 1957. 
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Here, Ron Jones presents Liverpool overcoming abolition, not through the importation of 

goods but through its role in emigration. He states that: 

 
The merchants of Liverpool wrung their hands in despair when the evil but lucrative 
slave trade was brought to an end by Parliament in 1807. The previous year had been a 
good one and the holds of their ships had carried nearly 50,000 slaves. Ruin was 
forecast but they need not have been unduly worried. Soon they would be carrying a 
profitable human cargo of a different kind ς emigrants.42 

 

IŜǊŜΣ WƻƴŜǎ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ŎŀǊƎƻΩ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ.  

Perhaps due to these years of repetition, in 2008 Alexander Tulloch succinctly, if bluntly, 

encapsulates the discursive abuse of the overcoming abolition narrative to downplay the 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿƘŜƴΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŀǊŘƻƴƛŎ ǘƻƴŜΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǎϐƭŀǾŜǊȅ 

ended in 1807 and Liverpool did not faƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘΦΩ43 

The focus given over the past one hundred years to Liverpool overcoming abolition is 

indeed, as John Belchem has identified, part of a broader discourse of Merseypride in which 

Liverpool defines itself as being at its best when succeeding in the face of economic challenge 

and hardship. What is significant also is the extent to which this narrative works to both instil 

hope from a display of resilience alongside minimising the significance of the slave trade to 

Liverpool at a time when, as the above writers have noted, Empires were falling and shipping 

was faltering.  

 

Narrative and Identity 

 
Seymour Drescher has outlined some of the discursive complexities present in Liverpool 

histories at the end of the eighteenth century which were affected by the pro and anti-

abolition debates so publically fought in and often aimed at the city.44 He suggests that James 

²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǘŜȄǘΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мтфр ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǊ 

ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ΨǊŀƛǎƻƴ ŘŜǘǊŜΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ 

emphasis of this dominance through fractions.45  
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 Jones, The American Connection, 69. 

43
 Alexander Tulloch, The Story of Liverpool  (Stroud: History Press, 2008), 68. 

44
 Drescher, "The Slaving Capital of the World." 

45
 ΨCƛǊǎǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƻƴŜ-fourth of the ships belonging to the port of Liverpool are employed in the African 

trade Second. That is has five-eights of the African trade of Great Britain Third. That it has three-
sevenths of the African trade of all Europe. Fourth. That is navigates one-twelfth part of all the shipping 
of Great Britain. Fifth. That is has one-fourth part in all foreign trade of Great Britain. Sixth. That is has 
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The negotiation of slavery within written histories at this time maintains residues of 

pro-slavery debates by stressing the importance of the trade to Liverpool alongside imbuing a 

sense of civic pride. This process began and continued with a positive endorsement of 

maritime ƳŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭŜ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ seafaring expertise which 

flourished through ǘƘŜ ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ her people demonstrated in relation to slave 

tradingΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜǊ ΨǊƛǾŀƭΩ ǇƻǊǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ. Throughout the 

nineteenth century, however, these identity narratives are awkwardly reworked against an 

increasingly prominent national anti-slavery discourse, a process which has left discursive 

legacies in contradictory statements, and the ghosts of an enterprising spirit haunting a 

dissonant past.  

 

Scouse Boasting, Enterprising Spirits and Competitive Tones 

 
Whilst conducting ethnographic research in Liverpool, Jacqueline Nassy Brown came into 

contact with a now stereotyped attribute of Liverpool identity. She asked her black 

[ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻn the other UK port cities involved in the slave 

trade ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ Ψώȅϐƻǳ ǎŜŜ WŀŎƪƛŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇǎȅŎƘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ōƻŀǎǘƛƴƎΦΩ46 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ .ŜƭŎƘŜƳΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ΨaŜǊǎŜȅǇǊƛŘŜΩ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ47 

Whilst Ramsay MuirΩǎ History of Liverpool in 1907 epitomises several aspects of the 

ΨaŜǊǎŜȅǇǊƛŘŜΩ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǎ .ŜƭŎƘŜƳ ŀǊƎǳŜǎΣ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 

publication also exhibit articulations of a particular civic pride within a well-rehearsed 

ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƳƻǘƛŦ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ ΨǊŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΩ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 

port across the eighteenth century. 

WŀƳŜǎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨŀǾƛŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƎŀŎƛǘȅΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ IŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΩǎ ΨǎƘƻǊǘ-

ǎƛƎƘǘŜŘΩΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ψǘƻƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΩ ƛƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ 

                                                                                                                                                                          
one-half the trade of the city of London. Seventh. That it has one-sixth part of the general commerce of 
DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦ 9ƛƎƘǘƘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ руп ǎƘƛǇǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ōǳǊǘƘŜƴ ƛǎ фнлфу ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻƴǎΦΩ 
Wallace, "A General and Descriptive History of the Ancient and Present State of the town of Liverpool." 
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rivals but London.48 This competitive and indeed derisory tone persists throughout following 

histories in relation to Liverpool and Bristol.49 WƻƘƴ /ƻǊǊȅΩǎ мумл ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ 

ǘŜƭƭǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƘŀǘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊƻǳǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 

West India IslandsΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΥ 

 
ΧǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ōȅ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΣ ǘƛƭƭ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΣ 
population, and enterprize (sic), endeavoured to participate in a species of commerce, 
which however repugnant to the feelings of humanity, was productive of opulence.50 

 
Liverpool is presented as clearly beating Bristol in competition for this trade, due to its 

enterprise, however the inclusion of the end clause reflects the problematic nature of deriving 

ǇǊƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎΣ meaning that the author brushes aside moral arguments 

against it, instead falling back onto unquestionable amounts of wealth. Similarly, in 1824, 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ .ŀƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƳƻǘƛŦ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŀƎǎ-to-riches narrative 

when he suggests thaǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ψƴƻ ǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ 

ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘȅΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛȊŜ (sic) ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΩΦ51  

The frequent deployment of the enterprising spirit motif and competition with Bristol 

and London is, however, later derided through satire in Porcupine (1863). Here, Hugh Shimmin 

outlines how: 

 
In 1720 this traffic had been abandoned by London. The London dog, grasping at the 
shadow which he saw in the depths of the South Sea, let fall the piece of black flesh 
which he had been carrying in his mouth. Bristol would have seized the tempting 
morsel gladly and run away with it; but Liverpool was then, as she is now, energetic 
and enterprising. So she cut in and cut Bristol out; and Bristol has scarcely ever held up 
her head in a decent way since Liverpool carried off the slave trade.52 
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/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǳƴŎƘƭȅ ŀƴǘƛ-

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ {ƘƛƳƳƛƴ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƭƛŎƘŞǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

narrative of slavery for ridicule, presenting her competition with rival ports as the fighting of 

dogs over scraps of meat. This marks a turning point, and the ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƳƻǘƛŦ fades 

somewhat over the rest of the nineteenth century within official histories. 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻǘƛŦ ǊŜŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

700th ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ wŀƳǎŀȅ aǳƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇƻǊǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻƴŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψ.Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōŜŀǘŜƴ in the race, London 

was far behind; and in the second half of the century, Liverpool was beyond all competition 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǊǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ōǳǘ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦΩ53 The spirit of enterprise is once 

again revived alongside the suggestion that LƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

be revered by all:  

 
In the eyes of the Liverpool merchants, and in the eyes of all the world, the success of 
Liverpool was a thing to be envied, the legitimate reward of enterprise which everyone 
would have been delighted to share.54 

 
! мфлт ƎǳƛŘŜōƻƻƪΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƎƛǾŜǎ Ψ{ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΩ 

competition with Bristol seems to be the main point of emphasis:  

 
By far the larger number of the ships were employed in the West Indian trade which 
had grown to importance. Out of this trade sprang the slave trade which was wrested 
from Bristol.55 

 
 
IŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ΨǎǇǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΩ Ŧrom a more generalised West Indian trade 

ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊŀŘŜΩ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΦ The representation of slavery within official guides to 

Liverpool in the twentieth century maintains the precedent set within this commemorative 

guide, and the line concerƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǇǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ΨǿǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΣ 
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is retained into the 1970s.56 In a another commemorative book published to mark the 1928 

/ƛǾƛŎ ²ŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

slave trade, expressed through a competitive line with its rival port city: 

 
It must be remembered that it was our superior skill and industry which beat Bristol 
and London out of the slave trade, then a perfectly legitimate and praiseworthy 
occupation in ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ.57 

 

Similarly, in 1952 one history suggests that the act of slave trading is itself something to be 

proud of. Whilst it is acknowledged that: 

 
Everyone who worked in Lancashire and the Midlands, everyone even who smoked a 
pipe or (being a sailor) chewed tobacco, everyone who took snuff, and everyone using 
sugar in tea, was encouraging the Slave Trade and benefitting from it.58 

 
A reasonable point is here made about the broader cultural and economic benefits of 

transatlantic slavery, however the author then defends the crew aboard slaving vessels by 

stating: 

 
We need not be unduly ashamed of our ancestors who sailed in the Guineamen. They 
were no worse than their neighbours and in one respect they were better; for we 
know at least that they were men.59  

 
Here, the physical act of working aboard a slave ship is presented through a definitively 

gendered masculinity, as better, perhaps through its active as opposed to passive nature, than 

simply consuming slave produced goods from the return journey. Crucially, this is reworked as 

something to take pride in. 

The narratives outlined above are replicated and repeated in different discursive 

contexts. Although outlined largely in regard to written histories, guidebooks and discourse 
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ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŜȄǘǎΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ōŜŀǘƛƴg other port 

cities is reproduced in response to discourse surrounding other memory work. Old habits die 

hard, and, accordingly, within reporting concerning the opening of the Transatlantic Slavery 

DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƛƴ мффп ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōŜŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

.Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅΦΩ60 

 

ôThe Glory and the Shameõ 

 
The complicated nature of expressing a sense of civic pride in slave trading has persisted 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ. Eviatar Zerubavel has suggested that it is the 

ΨsociobiographicalΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎtively identify with the 

ǇŀǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜΣ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƳŜΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΦ61 This sense of 

ΨǇǊƛŘŜΣ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƳŜΩ is captured succinctly within contradictory phrasing which embodies 

oppositional expressions seen throughout LiverpooƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 

These discursive traits emerge out of and alongside expressions of pride in the 

ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 

among its more liberal commentators. However, complications alǎƻ ŀǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

guidebooks. Criticisms of the trade are noted and the complications of acknowledging the 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ The 

Stranger in 1807, a guide in which John Davies identifies a dominantly positive tone, making 

the discussion around slavery all the more complex, emphasis falling instead on its imminent 

abolition: 

 
It is, however, a very considerable abatement of the pleasure which arises from the 
view we have taken, to reflect that so considerable a part of the opulence of this 
flourishing port is to be ascribed to a trade, so degrading to the national character, and 
so much at variance with sound policy, humanity and religion, as the African. This is a 
page in our history upon which benevolence lets fall a tear of pity, and which, were it 
possible, it would expunge. But what is past cannot be recalled; the alleviation is, that 
the time is hastening, when a British invoice shall no longer enumerate as articles of 
comƳŜǊŎŜΣ άslaves and souls ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέϝ62 
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However, this entire section is removed from this series by 1815 and replaced with a section 

on competition with Bristol.63 

In the mid-nineteenth century, Thomas Baines (1806ς1881), the liberal proprietor of 

the Liverpool Times, demonstrates a shift in tone where the civic pride illustrated previously in 

ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ IŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨумпΣллл ƴŜƎǊƻŜǎΣ ŎƻƴǾŜȅed from 

Africa to the West Indies in 11 years, Liverpool had the profit and disgrace of conveying 

плтΣлллΩΦ64 IŜǊŜ ΨǇǊƻŦƛǘΩ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ȅŜǘ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ΨŘƛǎƎǊŀŎŜΩ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ venture. Similarly, in 1853, 

Richard Brooke describes the rise in the number of ships involved in the slave trade from 1775 

ǘƻ мтфф ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΩΦ65  

This conflicting presentation of civic pride has its roots in the development of a civic 

historic narrative which emerged out of debates surrounding slavery and abolition. However, 

ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

trading, becomes increasingly problematic. As discussed in Chapter Two, authors in the 1870s 

and 1880s express a psychologically reflective tone when addressing the subject of slavery and 

are concerned by the effects of this history on consciousness and thought, past and present. 

James Picton considers the psychologically dissonant effect of the slave trade on Liverpool 

people where, 

 
The secret consciousness that the trade would not bear the light either of reason, 
scripture, or humanity, combined with the conviction that the prosperity of the town 
depended upon its retention, produced an uneasy feeling of suspicion and jealousy, 

                                                           
63

 Ψ.Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǊƛǾŀƭ ǇƻǊǘǎΤ ōǳǘ the latter, though she 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƭŀǘŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōǳǘ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǊƛǾŀƭΩΦ Anon, The Stranger in Liverpool or. An 
Historical and Descriptive View of Liverpool and its Environs  (Liverpool: Thomas Kaye, 1815), 28-29. The 
text remains the same in 1825, Anon, The Stranger in Liverpool or. An Historical and Descriptive View of 
Liverpool and its Environs  (Liverpool: Thomas Kaye, 1825). 
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 Baines, History of the Commerce and Town of Liverpool, 719. 

65
 Richard Brooke, Liverpool as it was During the Last Quarter of the Eighteenth Century, 1775-1800 (a 

2003 reprint by Liverpool Libraries and Information Services  (Liverpool: J. Mawdsley and Son, 1853), 
233. Richard Brooke (1791-1861) was a Liverpool born antiquary who also practised as a solicitor and 
notary within the city. He was a founding member of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire and 
joined the Liverpool Literary and Philosophical Society in 1855, later becoming a council member (1860). 
As well as the text discussed presently, he also published Visits to Fields of Battle in England in the 
Fifteenth Century (1857) and The Office and Practice of a Notary in England (1847). See C.W. Sutton, 
"'Brooke, Richard (1791-1861).' Rev. Simon Harrison," in Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, ed. 
H.C.G. Matthew and Brian Harrison (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004). 



  113 

and a dread of all change, which could not but impart a peculiar character at those at 
least connected with the occupation.66 

 
²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ муупΣ Ψ5ƛŎƪȅ {ŀƳΩ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ contemporary Liverpudlians, 

asking: 

 
What are we to think, when we consider that the wealth produced by this iniquitous 
ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎǊƻΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ƳƛǎŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
brim, yet it made many rich and happy, and their society sought and courted.67  

 
The author also makes an interesting link between these riches and charitable work within the 

Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ψŀ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ tƛŎǘƻƴ 

was also alluring to.68   

wŀƳǎŀȅ aǳƛǊΩǎ ΨǳƴŎƻƴŎŜŀƭŜŘ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƛǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭŜ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩ ƻŦ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ 

commercial success leads the author to most succinctly express this discursive dissonance.69 

MuiǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƳŜŦǳƭ ŜƳƛƴŜƴŎŜΩ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀƳŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ 70  

Lƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜōƻƻƪǎΩ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 

against Bristol, a relatively more detailed mention of the slave trade in the history section of an 

1988 guide is made: 

 
The Atlantic trade carried manufactured goods to West Africa, to our shame, slaves to 
the West Indies and sugar, rum and raw cotton to Liverpool again. By 1760 there were 
69 Liverpool ships on this triangular trade.71 
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 Picton, Memorials of Liverpool Vol 1, 226 
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 Anon, Liverpool and Slavery, 14. 

68
 Ibid., 15. 

69
 Belchem, "Liverpool's Story is the World's Glory," 9.  

70
 Muir, History of Liverpool, 184. In a sermon given by the Archbishop of York, Dr Arthur Michael 
wŀƳǎŜȅΣ ŦƛŦǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ трл

th
 /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ Ψώǿϐhat is man? He did 

not shrink from enslaving his African fellow men and transporting them to America. {ƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƘŀƳŜ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ Ǉart and parcel of your history. "Primate: The City's Glory is God's Gift. Shame, 
too, in History," Liverpool Daily Post, June 17th 1957. Interestingly, this section is omitted from the 
official programme of the service and within all other press coverage of the event.  

71
 Liverpool City Liverpool City Council, City of Liverpool Official Guide (Liverpool: British Publishing 

Company Ltd, 1988), 14. !ƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŜǊǘ ŦƻǊ .ŀǊŎƭŀȅǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ΨBarclays in 
[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΥ .ŀƴƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ нлл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ 
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It is interesting that it is within the later 1980s that this addition should occur, following a very 

ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛƻǘǎ ƻŦ мфум ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ 

as protests against institutionalised racism.72 

 

Conclusion 

 
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

discourse, providing frameworks for cognition and interpretation. They are deployed across 

the two centuries considered in varying ways, frequently constituting and constituted by 

broader identity narratives. These are by no means exhaustive, but emerged from the sources 

considered most prominently and consistently across the time period. 

 However, they do not exist in a vacuum. These narratives, motifs and devices exist 

alongside and within other features of this evolving discourse, and come to be used in 

different settings and in various ways. One key example of this is the way in which the focus 

given to Liverpool ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ψovercome abolitionΩ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŜΩ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ the 

movements of Liverpool ships, severing ƭƛƴƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 

export trade, and ongoing enslavement and forced labour in the Americas. The maritimizing of 

slavery in Liverpool, however, is again complicated by broader civic identity narratives which 

present an anomalous picture against the perhaps more straightforward national 

maritimization of slavery. These complexities will be the focus of Chapter Four. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

~ 

Maritime Mercantile City 

 

Lƴ нллмΣ WƻƘƴ .ŜŜŎƘ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

focus on the slave trade rather than enslavement more broadly, a bias which Beech believed 

was demonstrated by a preoccupation with the Middle Passage. Beech saw this as a form of 

distancing, and one which was ΨƳƛǎƭŜŀŘƛƴƎΩΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōȅ 

stating ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ΨƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

be placed in a railway museum simply on the basis that trains were used to transport victims 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǎΩΦ1 Writing in 2008, Beech suggests that despite major exhibition 

redesigns in Liverpool and Bristol, there was still little evaluation of the broader impacts of 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƻƴ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŜŘΩ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ2  

 aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ .ŜŜŎƘΩǎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴt rests on the location of public 

exhibitions and museums addressing slavery, which are situated in port cities; in London, 

Bristol, Hull and Liverpool. How then, does this argument work in relation to the isolated study 

of one of these places? What does tƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƴ ƛƴ 

ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊal historic story is 

ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŜŘΩΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƛǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

port? The maritimization of slavery in Liverpool is a process which is ultimately embroiled 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŦŀǊ 

from rendering the slave trade a therefore inescapable and significant segment of a dominant 

maritime story, the subject is frequently flooded by a discourse of maritime romanticism, 

                                                           
1
 John Beech, G., "The Marketing of Slavery Heritage in the United Kingdom," in Slavery, Contested 

Heritage, and Thanatourism, ed. G.M. Dann and A.V. Seaton (New York: Haworth Hospitality Press, 
2001). 

2
 John Beech, "A Step Forwards or a Step Sideways?: Some Personal Reflections of How the Presentation 

of Slavery Has (and Hasn't) Changed in the Last Few Years,"  
http://www.history.ac.uk/1807commemorated/exhibitions/museums/step.html [accessed August 21, 
2013]. WƻƘƴ hƭŘŦƛŜƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ .ŜŜŎƘΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ Oldfield, Chords of Freedom, 135. 
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ƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ΨǎŜŀ ǘƘŜƳŜŘΩ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƭƻŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƛŦǘ 

focus to other maritime activities. 

 ¢ƘŜ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ Ŏollective identity narratives is not, of course, something so 

exceptional to Liverpool. Geoff Quilley has argued that the image of the sea in eighteenth 

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƛǎƭŀƴŘ 

naǘƛƻƴΩ ƛŘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ΨŀŦŦƛƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŀΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ΨŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳΩΦ3 This occurs, Quilley 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ΨŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ of eighteenth 

century aesthetics interact.4 9ǉǳŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ YŜƴ [ǳƴƴ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ 5ŀȅ ŀǊƎǳŜΣ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛǘȅΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 

significant component of British national identity construction, comparable, perhaps, to 

romantic images of landscape and the rural idyll, and at points emerging combined, where the 

nation is represented as being both maritime and rural. They suggest, however, that maritime 

constructions of identity have not been subjected to as much analysis as their rural and 

landscape counterparts, with commentatoǊǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ Ψǉǳŀǎƛ-biological notion of 

άǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘέΩΦ5 They argue that, ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛǘȅΩ is perceptible in the 

ΨƴŜǿ ƴŀǾŀƭƛǎƳΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ муулǎ ŀƴŘ муфлǎΣ ƛƴ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŀŦŀǊƛƴƎ ΨƘŜǊƻŜǎΩ, narratives of 

maritime achieveƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎΩ ƳƻǘƛŦ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ 

British national identity constructions in the early twentieth century.6  

Authoritative and promotional texts produced in Liverpool at this time embarked on 

this process whole-heartedly, drawing on national romanticism of a maritime past and adding 

their own unique dose of ΨaŜǊǎŜȅǇǊƛŘŜΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄΦ Lƴ 1902, at a high point of imperial pride 

for the city, maritime accomplishment is presented as something Liverpool did first and most 

extensively, that: 

 
It is not without reason that Liverpool, the great Mersey seaport, is generally looked 
upon as one of the first ς if not the first ς maritime ports of the world. Her ships sail on 
every sea, and the produce of every land under the sun finds its way to her Docks.7 
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¢ƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

ŘǊŀǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ мтроΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ΨŎƻǳƭŘ ōƻŀǎǘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

ŘƻŎƪǎΩΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƴǘion here, or in the rest of the text.8  

The associations between local and national maritime identity narratives were 

particularly overtly expressed in promotional literature surrounding the Festival of Britain of 

1951, during which Liverpool staged its owƴ ΨCŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

maritime identity is centraliseŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜŀǇƻǊǘΩ 

holding its own festival: 

 
As soon as it was decided that the Festival of Britain was to be a truly national festival, 
it was apparent that the great seaport of Liverpool had the strongest of claims to be 
considered as one of the provincial Festival centres.9 

 
 
The three week Festival should, argued the Official Handbook, hold the river Mersey at its 

core, as Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣΩ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ global artery too, 

ΨŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΦΩ Ships are also significant actors within this performance of 

ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΣ ΨǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƻŦ ǎƘƛǇs to and from the ports of the 

²ƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΩΦ10  

Maritime romanticism, like that articulated in relation to the Festival of 

Britain/Liverpool is strongly expressed around other promotional events and commemorative 

moments. In 1957, Derek WhŀƭŜΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ΨώƻϐŎŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƭƻǿŜŘ Řƻǿƴ 

ǘƘŜ aŜǊǎŜȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ tƻǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳǘ ŀ ǎƭŜŜǇȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƛƴǘ ǊǳǊŀƭ 

ƛŘȅƭƭ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƪŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƭŜŜǇȅ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩΣ ōǳǘ set 

against more mid-ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΣ ƻŦ ΨƳƛƎƘǘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ 

industrial image of a river capable of holding the flow of oceans.11 The author also imagines 

the ΨōȅƎƻƴŜ ǎŜŀŦŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƎŜΩ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψŀ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŀƛƭΩ ǿƘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 

ΨώǘϐŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ 

ǎƛƭƪǎΣ ŎƻǘǘƻƴΣ ƛǾƻǊȅΣ ƻƛƭΣ ǿƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛŎŜǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
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9
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though not included in this list of foreign treasures.12 This maritime romanticism and pride was 

given a human-heroic incantation by the Lord Mayor in 1957 when, in an interview for the 

../Σ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜŀ ǎƘŀƴǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ōƻǳƴŘ 

ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨώŦϐǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦΩ13 The river Mersey itself receives its fair share of romanticism when it is described 

ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǎ Ψώŀϐ ōǳǎȅΣ ƘŀǊŘ-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳŜǊΩǎ 

highway aǎ ǿŜƭƭΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ {ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ exhibition ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǊǘǎΩΦ14 Within The Song of Liverpool (an actual 

song, written by C.W. Bailey, music by Herbert F. Ellingford) a romantic tone is set for the 

performance through the female personification of the city juxtaposed against her masculine 

sailors and sons, declaring that: 

 
We sing a song of Liverpool, 
A chanty rolling free, 
Of ships and docks and sailormen 
And twinkling lights at sea. 
Of quest, adventure, love and fame, 
Home-coming and farewell, 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳŀƎƛŎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 
As all her sons can tell.15 

 
 
Maritime romanticism has also been at the heart of funding bids for promotional years and 

ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ the Year of Architecture in 1999, stated that 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘŀŘ ΨŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ 

ƘŜŀǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜōōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻǿŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻƴΩΣ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ economic 

fate by drawing on tidal metaphors, Ψthe ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ 

development also had an ebb and flow, ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƛƎƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿǎΦ16  

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎƛǎƳΦ 

This is not to say tƘŀǘ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
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ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ΨǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΣ ǘŀƭŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜΩ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀ ΨMaritime Mercantile CityΩΣ World 

IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜΣ ŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦b9{/h ƛƴ нллпΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ discourse is an important reflection of 

collective civic identity.  

 

A Museum of the Sea: Representing Maritime Identity  

 
For decades before its creation, the Merseyside Maritime Museum existed largely as an idea to 

be raised - an intangible symbol to be debated and proposed at points of civic significance and 

collective commemoration, during which time the importance of Liverpool (of all places) 

having a maritime themed museum was stressed against a lamentation over this absence.  

Initially only a small amount of maritime material was ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎΦ17 

Shipping and maritime themed exhibitions had, however, been organised, notably within 

exhibitions staged for the 1907 and 1957 commemorations. However, there would not be a 

dedicated maritime museum open to the public until 1980.18 In an article written by the 

Director of Liverpool Museums in мфсоΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŜϐǾŜǊȅ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŀǊŜŀΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ΨǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

way of maritime related material until the collection started by Dr Douglas Allan in the 1920s 

which included a substantial collection of model ships.19  

Joseph Sharples suggests that the idea of a maritime museum had been raised as early 

as 1884.20 Equally, whilst maritime historian Robert Gladstone had also initiated a campaign 
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(accessed March 14, 2014).  
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for a permanent maritime gallery in 1924, sustained public discourse around the idea would 

only really come ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфом Ψ{ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ²ŜŜƪΩΣ ƘŜƭŘ in August that year.21 

Liverpool Shipping Week was organised by The Liverpool Organisation, a group of Liverpool 

businesǎƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΨŎƛǾƛŎ ǿŜŜƪǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлǎΩΦ22 These weeks sought 

ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ as an 

endorsement of competency in line with national imperial ambitions. The Shipping Week of 

1931 can be understood as a maritime-specific development of these earlier promotional 

ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ {ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ IŀƭƭΣ film screenings in 

tƛŎǘƻƴ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨtŀƎŜŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀΩ ƛƴ ²ŀǾŜǊǘǊŜŜ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŀ ǎƘŀƴǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

sea ballets performed with water babies and frolicking sea nymphs.23 ! Ψ{Ŝŀ vǳŜŜƴΩ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜŘ 

over events, alongside her maids who embodied ΨloyaltyΩ, ΨbeautyΩ and ΨglamourΩ in a 

feminiseŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŀŦŀǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŘŜΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ vǳŜŜƴ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ǝƻƭden satin, long 

ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎΩ, one ΨƳŀƛŘΩ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ΨǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ 

twenty-two years in the Royal NaǾȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŀ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΩΦ24 

¢ƘŜ {ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 

ƘŜǊƻƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƴŀǳǘƛŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

legitimacy as a port against ŦŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ΨŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ25 Whilst the local press 

claimed ǘƘŜ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ΨƘƛŘŜΩ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ and the organisers intended ǘƻ ΨƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΩ 

detail on items relating to Liverpool and slavery remain conspicuously absent from press 

coverage after the opening of the exhibition, and within official literature.26 The section of the 

official guide concerning the history of the port outlines its physical developments and states 

that Liverpool ǘǊŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
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on the sea. Her place and wealth as a port have been built up over the centuries, and this exhibition, 
which opens on August 29

th
, will, it is hoped educate as well as interestΩΦ "Ships down the ages," 

Liverpool Daily Post & Mercury, August 18, 1931. 
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end of the eighteenth century Liverpool had fairly outstriǇǇŜŘ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΩ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ 

lines of trade.27 One item relating to slavery which was discussed in the local press, however, 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǊƻƴȊŜ ōŜƭƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ΨDǊŀƴŘȅ wƻōƛƴ WƻƘƴΩ ƛƴ hƭŘ /ŀƭŀōŀǊ ƛƴ 

1770 by Thomas Jones, a Bristol merchant. A point is here made that Ψώǘϐhere was great rivalry 

with Bristol. Where every effort was made to rŜǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭǳŎǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

ƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ.28 

Of over 650 items exhibited, only a further four listed items related to slavery.29 

Interestingly, although a lending note claims that a diagram of the Liverpool Slave Ship Brooks, 

now a staple component in museum representations of slavery, had been provided for the 

exhibition, this is not listed in the guide.30 Mention that there was of slavery therefore, was 

separated from the representation of ships and the romanticised histories of sail. 

 It was, from this large, popular and predominantly celebratory exhibition of maritime 

pride, that Robert Gladstone hoped a permanent shipping exhibition would emerge.31 

However, up to his death in 1940, this idea was not realised, though he had left £20,000 in a 

bequest towards the creation of such a museum. In 1946 another maritime historian and 

lecturer, Cecil Northcote Parkinson, a former assistant at the National Maritime Museum at 

Greenwich, argued for a Maritime Museum rather than a Shipping Gallery (which had 

temporarily been housed in the Bluecoat School), suggesting that a separate building would be 

paramount.32 The exhibition held in the Walker Art Gallery for the Festival of Britain in 1951 

ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ Ψ{ǳŎƘ ŀ aǳǎŜǳƳΣΩ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ Official 

Guide ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘing the 
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 LRO, Liverpool, Liverpool Shipping Week 29 August - 5 September 1931, Correspondence in 

Connection with the Organisation etc, 387.2 LIV, List of Items Lent to Liverpool Shipping Week 
ExhibitionΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ǊƻƻƪǎΩ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ǊƻƻƪŜǎΩΣ ōƻǘƘ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ 
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maritime commerce of the nation and the growth of Liverpool as its centre, as the National 

aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǘ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǾŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦΩ33 

Similarly, the Maritime Exhibition held as part of the charter celebrations in 1957, 

sƘƻǿŜŘ ΨŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŀǊ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ώ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ tǳōƭƛŎ 

MuseumsΩϐ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфом {ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ34 The 

Exhibition and the discourse around 1957 generally, put forth a particularly romanticised 

ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǎŀǘ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 

Exhibition, held in the Littlewoods Central Clubroom, received a great deal of coverage within 

the press and was organised by Littlewoods, Liverpool Corporation, The Liverpool Steamship 

hǿƴŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦ hƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŎƘŀǊǘǎΣ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨƎƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ōǊƻƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘo three sections outlining the history of trade, increase in 

port traffic and the history of merchant ships.35 The beginning of the eighteenth century is 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ΨŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛƴ 

slaves in ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ 

successful competition against other port cities is here raised and a brief discussion of the 

slave trade focuses ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ ƳƻǘƛŦΦ36  

This exhibition and the celebrations more generally prompted renewed calls for 

ΨōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ-wished-ŦƻǊ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩΣ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƭŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

the £25,711 left by Robert Gladstone, whilst having increased to £45,000 through accumulated 

interest, was not nearly enough to cover such building costs.37 Similarly, another article states 

ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƻǾŜǊŘǳŜ ǿƘŜƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
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ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 

museum.38 

 Though talked about for decades before, it was not until 1980 that such a museum 

was realised, initially housed within the former Pilotage Building.39 This absence is commented 

ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƴƻ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ the many, 

many articles concerned with centuries of seafaring which belong to the people of 

aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜΦΩ40 However, alongside this older justification of showcasing maritime material, the 

development of a maritime museum at this time arose alongside regeneration initiatives which 

ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ΨŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΩΦ41 The first phase of the museum was structured around the 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ the port, with live demonstrations of maritime skills such as net 

making, ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǇŀǊƪΩ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇǎΦ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

here not just to create a museum in a traditional sense, but to create an attraction which 

would have a broader appeal, 

 
It is important that the Maritime Museum is not just a museum, but a lively place ς as 
ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
developments.42 

 
In discourse surrounding the museumΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ, the particular maritime past being presented 

omits any specific reference to transatlantic slavery, though freely references maritime 

romanticism and individual memory, suggesting that those interested in the museum will 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ΨƳŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǎŜŀΣ and those which 

ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜŀǇƻǊǘΦΩ43 Here the focus is 

ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ΨƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀȅǎƛŘŜ focuses on the tangible 

aspects of the port, rather than its past.  
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 Through initiatives started by Merseyside County Council and seen through by the 

Merseyside Development Corporation, the Maritime Museum became part of the larger re-

development of the Albert Dock area, moving into the Albert Dock in 1984.44 Two years later, 

the Maritime Museum would be made a part of NMGM and within the same year The 

International Congress of Maritime Museums was held in Liverpool.  

¢ƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ brief mention of the slave trade was described as Ψŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΩǎ 

ǇƭŜŀ ŦƻǊ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ in the second chapter of the Gifford Report in 1989 which 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΩ. 45  The report ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀǎ Ψ! /ƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ 

{ƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΤ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ΨŦƻǊƎŜǘΩ ǘƘƛǎ 

history are just as damaging.46 It was within this context that the TSG was developed, as a 

ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ΨaŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŜŘΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

this location. Furthermore, Marcus Wood has argued that the memory of slavery was 

compartmentaliseŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

building: 

 
Slavery ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
and sent down to the basement. The viewer must go through a separate door, down a 
series of staircases, to a set of underground galleries. Slavery is physically separated , as 
if it exists in contradistinction to, and down below, indeed out of sight of, the normal 
growth of the port.47 

 
Even the ISM, a museum in its own right, is currently physically a floor of the larger Maritime 

Museum complex. However, the creation of the ISM aǎ ŀ ΨŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜƭȅΩ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǎϐƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

the Maritime Museum (as it was), not as a free-ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ unease 
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Liverpool ships carried 303,737 slaves. Sailings to Africa represented only 10% of outward bound 
tonnage from Liverpool. On the other hand slaves produced the sugar and tobacco which were 
LiveǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎΦΩ vǳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ Lord Gifford QC (Chair), Brown, and Bundey, Loosen the 
Shackles, 26. 

46
 Ibid.  

47
 Wood, Blind Memory, 297. 
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at any breaking away from the more comfortable ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ48 However, its 

position within the Maritime Museum building was also used as a device to downplay the 

significance of slavery to Liverpool, 

 
In some respects it is quite suitable that the museum is integrated into the wider 
Maritime Museums complex. If ever there was a statement that slavery was not the 
only thing that made the city rich it is that.49 

 
In 2009, on route to an honorary talk marking ƴŜǿ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ L{aΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ²ŀƭƭ 

(one of which was the recently inaugurated President Barack Obama), a conversation between 

strangers in a lift illustrated the possible avoidance and downplaying of slavery through 

museum levels. LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ƭƛŦǘΣ ŀ mother asked her son what he would like 

to see first. The boy did not know, so his mother suggested they start on the fourth floor, the 

top floor, and work their way down. A museum employee ƛƴǘŜǊƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

much to see on the fourth floor these days except for the view, and that the family should 

ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ ΨCƭƻƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΩΣ said Dorothy Kuya, 

veteran LBB activist, local slavery historian and community campaignerΦ ΨhƘ ȅŜǎΚΩ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

mother, to which the employee replied, Ψoh yeaƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǳŦŦΦΩ !ƭƭ ǎƳiled 

awkwardly. After Dorothy had exited onto floor three where the ISM is located, the mother 

ƎŀǎǇŜŘΣ Ψ! ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΗΚΩ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ ΨL ƪƴƻǿΩΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ employee, ΨiǘΩǎ ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚΩ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ŜȄƛǘŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŦƭƻƻǊ 

and although I left these people to go and enjoy the view, their exchange stayed with me 

whilst I sat and listened to talks celebrating progress and equality.  

 

Maritimizing Slavery in a Port City: Concluding Thoughts 

 
Frequently, the ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘƻǊȅ is used to omit slavery from 

discussions ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǊǘ-related 

activities or blur potential references in sea-themed generalisation. This acts to flood the 
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 Liverpolitan, Comment on, "Skyscraper City Forum: International Museum of Slavery thread,"  
September 16, 2007  
http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?s=f3172977c66555ae6da093ef09ab3c20&t=524570 
[accessed July 6, 2008]. 

49
 Buggedboy, Comment on, "Skyscraper City Forum: International Museum of Slavery thread,"  

September 18, 2007 
http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?s=f3172977c66555ae6da093ef09ab3c20&t=524570 
[accessed July 6, 2008]. 
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ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƎǳŜ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎƛǎŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

from the sŜŀΩ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛn more promotional tones an article outlined how 

Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΣ ƻǿŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΦΩ50 This 

generalisation is also used by Peter Aughton to refer to the popularity of the TSG and ISM, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƛǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ΨόŀƴŘΣ indeed, in the immensely 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎύΩ,51 

ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǾŀǊƛŜŘ 

ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΩ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜǊŜōy reducing the significance of the slave trade 

within this more general context. 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ōȅ 

ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘŀƭƪ ǎƘŀped by 

triangles, in the ΨǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŘŜΩΦ52 The use of the triangular device to describe the Atlantic 

routes of the slave trade, familiar to representations of this history nationally, keeps human 

connections between Liverpool and slavery at bay, having ships leave and return with 

inanimate goods only. The triangle also points slave bodies away from Liverpool, used as a 

device to discredit stories of slaves in the city. Following the announcement of the creation of 

the Transatlantic Slavery Gallery, an article in 1991 states that stories of slaves being sold in 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ψƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳȅǘƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 

the city, but were taken straight to America and the Caribbean in the infamous triangular trade 

whicƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ǊƛŎƘΦΩ53 The familiarity of the triangular motif, however, has been used to 

ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ tŜǘŜǊ !ǳƎƘǘƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǇ 
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 RIBA Architectural Tour of Liverpool, July 24, 2011. "After 100 Years - A Museum of the Sea." 

51
 Peter Aughton, Liverpool: A People's History, 3rd Edition  (Lancaster: Carnegie, 2008), 307-8. 

52
Ψ The southern produce imported to the Mersey was largely raised by negro slaves bought in Africa by 

Liverpool traders, and sold to Americans on stage two of that damnable triangular tripΩ Sydney Jeffery, 
"Liverpool Links with America," Liverpool Daily Post, October 15th 1956. ΨBy 1760 there were 69 
Liverpool ships on this triangular tradeΩ Liverpool City Council, City of Liverpool Official Guide, 14. 

53
 Steve Brauner, "Slavery haunts the old docks," Liverpool Daily Post, December 13th 1991. The motif 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŦŀōƭŜΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ 
ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΥ Ψ²ƘƛƭŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ the ships made a triangular 
trip , going out to the African coast with a cargo, loading their slaves there for the Atlantic crossing, and 
ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŎŀǊƎƻ ǿŀǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΦΩ Anon, "A 
Persistent Fable," Liverpool Post and Mercury, November 6 1934. George Chandler also uses it in 1957 to 
discredit this suggestion, Ψώǎϐlaves were not, of course, brought to Liverpool in large numbers, as the 
Liverpool slave trade was only part of a triangular commercial operationΦΩ Chandler, Liverpool, 305. 
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ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭǘƘƻǳǎŜ 5ƻŎƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ Ψŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊtant reminder of the 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ΨǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊΩ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ς ƴƻǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǎŀƭǘΩΦ54  

 [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

counterpart. In Liverpool, slavery has been represented and discussed overwhelmingly as the 

activity of ships and their people, of slavers, slave merchants and slave captains. This places 

transatlantic slavery in a sea-bound context, removing focus on Liverpool people involved in 

ƳƻǊŜ ΨƭŀƴŘ-ōŀǎŜŘΩ aspects of enslavement and the legacies of this. The profits from plantations 

as well as slave-trading, for example, led to the creation of large residences and estates, some 

of which have now become public parks.55 The focus on slave ships and their associated 

captains, crews and controllers, necessarily reflects a focus on maritime history as particular to 

Liverpool, Liverpool is a port therefore the sea-based activities of her historic figures has taken 

precedence in the framing of this history. However, narratives contesting the distancing of 

ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ, most notably through stories 

of slaves in Liverpool ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ψǘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩΦ WŀƳŜǎ tƛŎǘƻƴ references 

slave sales taking place in Liverpool and suggests ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ 

not kept altogether at a distance, but pollutes our own cƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ƘŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΩ.56 The 

ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨǇƻƭƭǳǘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƴƎΣ 

dirtying an otherwise clean and pure place implies that this history is somehow more 

manageable when confined to Africa and America, or to the Atlantic Ocean.  

The maritimization of slavery in Liverpool has synchronised with broader civic historic 

narratives concerning the ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ 

motifs of [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ ΨhǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ мулт ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

slavery confined to the movement of ships. This distancing sought, in large part, to break the 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǳǊōŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

centuries considered, and one which has been the subject of a melodramatic metaphor 

exclaimed by George Frederick Cooke, who is the focus of Chapter Five. 
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CHAPTER FIVE  

~ 

Using Anecdote and Metaphor: 
George Frederick Cooke 

 
What? do you you hiss me? ς hiss George Frederick Cooke? ς you 
contemptible money-getters! You shall never again have the honour of 
hissing me! Farewell! I banish youΗ Χ There is not a brick in your dirty town 
but what is cemented by the blood of a negro! 1 

 
This statement, allegedly made by a drunken actor on the Liverpool stage in response to his 

ōƻƻƛƴƎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ƘŜƛǊƭƻƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

discourse. The above version of the statement is outlined within Anne Mathews in Anecdotes 

of Actors (1844). Mathews describes Cooke (1756? ς1812) as a popular actor in Liverpool and 

well-liked by his audiences. She suggests that there was no reaction to this statement from the 

crowd. In the Annals of the Liverpool Stage, R.J. Broadbent suggests that the incident may have 

occurred on August 18th 1806 when Cooke was performing the lead in Richard III, and cites a 

discussion from the Dublin Evening Post in support of this. However, an interesting inclusion of 

ΨόƛŦ ŜǾŜǊύΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘ-like status this event had obtained in 

Liverpool by 1908.2  

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ƛƭƭƛƎ ŀƴŘ YŀǘƛŜ aŀŎƳƛƭƭŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ 

ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ƛǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΩΣ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨŘŜŀŘŜƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΩΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψƴƻ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎ ƎǳƴǎΩ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ evolution through political discourse from 

                                                           
1
  Anne Jackson Mathews, Anecdotes of Actors: With Other Desultory Recollections  (London: T.C. 
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ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŎƛǘŜǎ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǎ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŎƘƛǘ ŎƘŀǘ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ 5ǳōƭƛƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tƻǎǘΣέ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ сΣ мулсΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŘŀǘŜ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ΨƳƻǎǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎΩ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мулр-06, where he made only fifty 
performances out of a planned 212, ά/ƻƻƪŜΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ όмтрсΚςмумнύΣέ 5ƻƴ .Φ ²ƛƭƳŜǘƘ ƛƴ hȄford 
Dictionary of National Biography, eee ed. H. C. G. Matthew and Brian Harrison (Oxford: OUP, 2004); 
online ed., ed. Lawrence Goldman, January 2008, http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/6164 
(accessed November 11, 2013). 
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Watergate to the Iraq War.3 However, the metaphor can inhabit a number of states between 

ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ΨƛƴŀŎǘƛǾŜΩ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ΨǊŜŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ 

through the use of new or altered metaphorical interpretations which means ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ΨƎƛǾŜƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƪƛǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΦΩ4 Used varyingly as dramatic literary 

decoration, within discussion of the magnitude of this history and impact upon the built 

environment, or to downplay the significance of the slave trade through ridicule and 

hyperbole; DŜƻǊƎŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ 

around slavery in the city. The question stands, however, as to whether, having metaphorically 

ΨŘƛŜŘΩ ƻƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ мулсΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŘƛŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

through usure.5 

¢ƘŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ƻƻƪŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ΨƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ - it is an 

anecdote about a deployment of a metaphor. The metaphor itself holds a discursive power 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ƧŀǊǊƛƴƎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ΨōƭƻƻŘΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ōŀƴŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴ ΨōǊƛŎƪǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΩǎ ΨƭƛŦŜΩΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƛǾŀƭ ǇƻǊǘ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ 

both Eric Williams and Peter Fryer quote sources referring to the statement being made in 

reference to the growth of the south west port as well as to Liverpool.6 Further, as noted by 

Fryer, an early account of the phrasing used by Cooke though here not attributed to him is 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ /ƻǊǊȅΩǎ History of Lancashire in 1825 ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

town may be said to have been marked out by the chains, and the walls of the houses 

ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΗΩΦ7 The very bodily image of slave-blood in the context of 

slavery would not have been uncommon in abolition-era Britain, and the focus given to the 

processes endured by the slave body alongside blood as a Christian symbol of pain, martyrdom 

and redemption, would equally have abounded in other areas of public discourse. However, it 

is specifically the words as attributed to Cooke which are repeated, used and reused, rather 

than any more general statements concerning blood and enslavement. Further, it is the 

                                                           
3
 Michael Billig and Katie MacMƛƭƭŀƴΣ ϦaŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΣ LŘƛƻƳ ŀƴŘ LŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΥ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ CƻǊ Ψbƻ {ƳƻƪƛƴƎ DǳƴǎΩ 

Across Time," Discourse & Society 16, no. 4 (2005): 460. 

4
 Ibid.: 477. 

5
 Usure, meaning wear or usage, is the term used by Jacques Derrida in relation to the death of 

metaphor in philosophical writing. Cited in Ibid.: 461. 

6
 Williams, Capitalism and Slavery, 61; Fryer, Staying Power, 33. Williams also recounts the anecdote in 

reference to Liverpool individually, page 63.  

7
 Corry 1825, quoted in Fryer, Staying Power, 477 (notes). 
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metaphor as particularly applied to Liverpool, rather than any other port, that is a feature of 

its usage over time.  

Lƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛŘƛƻƳΣ ƻǊ ΨŘŜŀŘ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΩ ƻŦ Ψƴƻ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎ ƎǳƴǎΩ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Řƛǎcourse, 

the George Frederick Cooke anecdote is frequently revived through imaginative re-use, 

alteration and elaboration. Cooke is drawn upon within organs of mid-nineteenth century 

liberal political satire where authors were keen for their contemporaries to acknowledge the 

ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦ8 Though sometimes straightforwardly reiterated for dramatic 

effect,9 the Cooke anecdote is also paraphrased with additional embellishments, as the author 

of the Liverpool Review ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ Ψ/ƻƻƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŀǊ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

stage of the old Theatre Royal, in Williamson-square that there was not a brick in Liverpool 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŘŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŜϐvery brick in old Liverpool was cemented with the blood of a 

ǎƭŀǾŜΤ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀǎƘ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅΣΩ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

to the perceived need to acknowledge a past which cannot be wiped from the historic record. 

However, ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ 

metaphor can be extended to, that whilst Bryan Blundell might have been involved in slave 

ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎΣ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ Ŏƻƴǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ōǊƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ /ƻŀǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ or at 

least of the original building, is cemented with the blood of a slave, for it was erected fourteen 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΩΦ10 However, consistently critical of religious 

institutions, the author of the Review happily relates the metaphor to sites of Christian 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ΨώŎϐǳǊƛƻǳǎΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣΩ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƳǳǎŜǎΣ Ψǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ōǳƛƭǘ 

between 1750 and 1800 it might be as truly said, as George Frederick Cooke said of Liverpool, 

every brick or stone was cemented with ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜΦΩ11 

The episode continues to be drawn upon with various interpretations and linguistic 

ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩΣ ΨƴŜƎǊƻΩ ƻǊ ΨǎƭŀǾŜΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜȄǘǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

                                                           
8
 Davies, "Political Satire," 111. 

9
 Ψά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜέ ǎŀƛŘ /ƻƻƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƎŜŘƛŀƴΣ ǎŎƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ŀƴ ǳǇǊƻŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

Liverpool audience ς άǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΗέΩ Hugh Shimmin, "The Comic History of Liverpool: Chapter XVIII," Porcupine, October 31, 1863. 

10
 "History of Liverpool," The Liverpool Review of Politics, Society, Literature and Art, August 30, 1885. 

11
 See Chapter Two for further discussion of The Liverpool Review and criticisms of the church at this 

time. "History of Liverpool," The Liverpool Review of Politics, Society, Literature and Art, August 16, 
1884. 
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ƭŀǘŜǊ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ ΨƴŜƎǊƻΩ ƛƴ ǘǿŜƴǘieth and early twenty-first centuries.12 

Authors continue to add their own embellishments to the Cooke anecdote to infer their own 

position on the topic of Liverpool and slavery. Benjamin Blower, writing in 1878, adds  his own 

clause as a prefix to the anecŘƻǘŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƭŘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƎǊŜǿ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ǳǊǊŀƴΩǎ όsicύ ǎŀǊŎŀǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ 

ǾŜǊȅ ŘƻŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴέΩΦ13 Ψ5ƛŎƪȅ {ŀƳΩ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜǎ 

on the device in 1884, suggesting that it is not known whether Cooke received a reply, perhaps 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƳŜƴǘǎ ΨώǿϐƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ŦŀƭǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀ ƭƛŀǊΚΩΦ14 However, the device can also be coupled with other motifs of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ DƻƳŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ муфт ǘŜȄǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǳǎŜǎ 

ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƪŜ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƘƻƳŜ-

thrust which might have made the daring offender the ƘŜǊƻ ƻŦ ŀƴ ǳƴǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŜŘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΩ ȅŜǘ 

suggests: 

 
The taunt, however, would have been almost as applicable hurled at London, Bristol, 
or certain southern port audiences, whose bricks were more or less cemented in the 
same sanguinary fashion for fully one hundred years before the people of Liverpool 
ever soiled their hands and souls in the African slave trade.15 

 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ǘƻ ΨƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǊǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ όǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ΨǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΩ ƻƴŜǎύΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 

not only discursively spreading the blame, but to sugƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛǘΩΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 
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 Whilst this could be a reflection of imperial racialised discourses of the early twentieth century, this 
cƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ΨŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ 
ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŜǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ ΨΧŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘΗΩ James Aspinall, "Liverpool a Few Years Since,." 
(Liverpool: A. Holden, 1869), https://archive.org/details/liverpoolfewyear00asp (accessed December 5, 
2010)., 172 Ψ άǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƻŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ blood of the AfricanέΩ Benjamin Blower, The 
Mersey, ancient and modern  (Liverpool: Edward Howell, 1878), 60. ΨŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ .ƭƻƻŘΩΣ 
Williams, History of the Liverpool Privateers, 594. Ψ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 
wretches, every brick in whose infernal town is cemented with an AfricaƴΩǎ bloodΦέΩ Lacey, History of 
Liverpool From 1207 to 1907, 50.Τ ΨŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ negroΩ Muir, History of Liverpool, 204. 
ΨŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ NegroesΩ ōƭƻƻŘΩ Tulloch, The story of Liverpool, 70.   

13
 Although Blower attributes this phrase to ŀ Ψ/ǳǊǊŀƴΩ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƪŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƘŜ 

was referring to. Blower, The Mersey, Ancient and Modern, 60. 

14
 5ƛŎƪȅ {ŀƳΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ ΨάL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜǎΣ 

of which every brick in yoǳǊ ƛƴŦŜǊƴŀƭ ǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘΦέΩ Anon, Liverpool and 
Slavery, 16. 

15
 Williams, History of the Liverpool Privateers, 594. Eric Williams also quotes Gomer Williams 

concerning this anecdote in his influential Williams, Capitalism and Slavery. 



  132 

ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ōȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ΨǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǳƴƧǳǎǘƭȅΣ 

Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƻŘƛǳƳ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΦΩ16 

The setting of the Cooke anecdote withiƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ΨǎǘŀƎŜΩ ŦƻǊ 

generating melodrama in discursive elaboration. Ramsay Muir also embellishes the Cooke 

anecdote in 1907 with further description, adding drama to a theatrical encounter, stating 

that: 

 
When George Cooke, the actor, was hissed for appearing drunk on the boards of the 
theatre, he pulled himself together, and said venomously over the footlights that he 
had not come to be insulted by a pack of men every brick in whose detestable town 
was cemented by the blood of a negro.17 

 
Lƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜΣ ƴƻ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 

ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ wŀƳǎŀȅ aǳƛǊΣ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

(and indeed his own) historic liberal heroes, namely Roscoe and his circle, claimed that the 

ŎǊƻǿŘ ŎƘŜŜǊŜŘ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ18 

The potential for melodrama and for discursively increasing the theatricality of the 

performance of this anecdote is one adopted whole-heartedly by the local press at 

commemorative anniversaries. In 1933 the Post and Mercury, reporting on the centenary of 

ǘƘŜ 9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ Ƙƻǿ /ƻƻƪŜΣ ΨƻƴŎŜ ƘƛǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ wƻȅŀƭ ōȅ ŀ 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƘŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ άŀ ƎŀƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜ ςdealers that every black 

brick in this ŀŎŎǳǊǎŜŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜƎǊƻΦέ19 The suggestion that it was 

ΨŜǾŜǊȅ black ōǊƛŎƪΩ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ 

blackened bricks in the city by the early twentieth century.  

Prompted by the publication of Human Livestock ōȅ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ŘΩ!ǾŜǊƴƎŜ ƛƴ мфооΣ ƻƴŜ 

article draws the Cooke anecdote together with another theatrical anecdote from the city: 

 

No wonder a drunken actor, being hissed in a Liverpool theatre, turned upon the 
audience and told them what he thought of the infernal city in which every brick was 
ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ YŜƳōƭŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ 

                                                           
16

 Williams, History of the Liverpool Privateers, 595. 

17
 Muir, History of Liverpool, 204. 

18
 ΨΧƛǘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴŀƴƛƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

coming over their opinions, that he should be cheered fƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ōƛǘǘŜǊ ŘŜŦƛŀƴŎŜΩΦ Ibid. 

19
 "Not Brought Here?," Liverpool Daily Post & Mercury, August 28, 1933. 
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/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ΨhǊƻƴƻƻƪƻΣΩέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
susceptibilities of the local merchants, who were making fortunes out of the slave 
trade.20 

 
 
John Phillip Kemble (1757-1823) made this statement in 1778 to an angry Liverpool theatre-

going crowd on the opening night of an amateur theatre company established by Kemble and 

several other performers.21 Captain Driver was a slave dealer in Oronooko, who captured the 

!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ΨǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ 

the lead character onto his slave ship where he was enslaved.22 Originally written by Aphra 

Behn in 1688 and dramatized by Thomas Southerne in 1695, the play was frequently 

performed in the eighteenth century, and the character would have been a familiar one to a 

theatre-going audience.23 Here, both incidents are used as a form of discursive melodrama 

which seeks to emphasise the impact of slavery on the city, albeit in ways which acknowledge 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǘƘŜŀǘǊƛŎŀƭΩ ǘƻƴŜΦ  

 
Whilst the anecdote can be used for emphasis, acknowledging if not the whole 

ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ Ψŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Cooke anecdote has been used to break links between Liverpool and transatlantic slavery by 

reducing the subject to ridicule. Lenford White highlights the following example this type of 

use, where a text concerning the history of the central docks, published by NMGM, claims the 

only evidence for eighteenth century Liverpool having benefitted from transatlantic slavery is 

the Cooke anecdote:  

 
Χǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ муth century Liverpool is that it was very 
largely funded by the slave trade. Documentary evidence for this view appears to be 
limited to the celebrated utterance of a drunken actor to the effect that every brick of 
the detestable town was cemented by the blood of negroes.24 

                                                           
20

 "'Human Livestock' - And Great Christians: Challenging Books for Merseyside," Liverpool Echo, October 
26, 1933. 

21
 Broadbent, Annals of the Liverpool Stage, 72. Broadbent suggests that following this incident, Kemble 

did not perform in the city again until 1784.  

22
 Thomas Southerne, "Oroonoko: a Tragedy as it is Acted at the Theatre-Royal, by His Majesty's 

Servants." (London: H. Playford, 1696), http://archive.org/details/oroonokotragedya00sout [accessed 
August 30, 2013]. 

23
 See J. R. Oldfield, "The "Ties of Soft Humanity": Slavery and Race in British Drama, 1760-1800," 

Huntingdon Library Quarterly 56, no. 1 (1993). 

24
 !ŘǊƛŜƴ WŀǊǾƛǎΦ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŘƻŎƪǎ 1799-мфлрΩ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ baDa мффмΣ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ White, ed. 

Slavery: An Introduction to the African Holocaust, 58. 
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¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘΩ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǳǇƻƴΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƛǘǎ 

hyperbole as a form of ridicule and to suggest that its (over) use has distorted a historical 

awareness of the time period.25  

 The anecdote itself transcends genre, from histories to guidebooks, newspaper articles 

to academic histories, and recently, to the small screen. In the 2008 Time Team special The 

Lost Dock of Liverpool, local historian Ray Costello uses the George Cooke anecdote to 

introduce connections between the built environment, Liverpool people and transatlantic 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƻƭŘ ŘǊǳƴƪŜƴ ŀŎǘƻǊΣ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀŎǘƻǊΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ 

/ƻƻƪŜΣΩ /ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ΨǿƘƻ was hissed and booed off stage in Liverpool who ran back on 

ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŦŜǊƴŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ 

ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΗέΩ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ¢ƻƴȅ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ŀǎƪǎΣ Ψ{ƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ 

stained with the ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΚΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊƻƳǇǘǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ IŜȅǿƻƻŘΩǎ 

Bank, and the Heywood family and street names. Robinson returns to the anecdote to draw 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ /ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 

proŦƛǘǎΩΦ26 

 There is perhaps something added by attributing these words to a person, and 

moreover, a well-known actor, which marks this out as both more concrete in its attributes 

and yet more elusive in its meaning, or rather in what can be done with its meaƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨǳǎŜΩ 

ƻŦ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ƳŜƭƻŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ȅŜǘ ǎƘǊƻǳŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 

connotations in an air of theatrical mystery and ƻǇŜƴ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘȅΦ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΣ 

strong and dramatic. But their drama and theatricality is hyperbole, open to manipulation and 

ridicule. However, the discursive manipulation, use and reuse of the anecdote has meant that 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨŘŜŀŘΩ George Frederick Cooke the anecdote is better viewed as a twitching 

re-ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŎƻǊǇǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƴƪŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

memory of slavery. 

 

                                                           
25

 ¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴŜ [ƻƴƎƳƻǊŜΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ Ŝǎǎŀȅ 
in which she uses the phrase to challenge the assumption of wealth brought to Liverpool by the slave 
trade Longmore, "'Cemented by the Blood of a Negro?'." 

26
 άTime Team Special: The Lost Dock of LiverpoolέΣ Time Team, Channel 4, April 22, 2008, television 

broadcast. Available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMUQsmAn7hw (accessed September 1, 
2013) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMUQsmAn7hw
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CHAPTER SIX  

~ 

Debates of  Memory 

 

Introduction  

 
The discursive patterns and devices outlined so far have shown how particular ways of 

ΨŦǊŀƳƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 

themes, can influence its representation and interpretation. Frequently this is a part of a 

broader effort by authors and speakers to get across a particular ideological standpoint, to 

emphasise or to downplay the significance of slavery, to criticise or to contextualise the 

institution of slavery, and to breaks links with or indeed emphasise connections to legacies of 

this history in economics, demographics and ongoing racialised discrimination. Whilst the 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ 

ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜΩ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǘive discursive exchanges, the subject has at points 

been subject to more literal debates. This chapter begins with a literal debate over the history 

of transatlantic slavery in Liverpool in 1939, and ends with a discussion of a debate over the 

memory of slavery in Liverpool, contesting remembrance days, commemorative plaques and 

ǘƘŜ ΨǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀŎǘΩ ƻŦ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΦ 

 

1939: History Debates 

 
In Multidirectional Memory, Michael Rothberg points to the sporadic, unpredictable nature of 

collective memory processes, emphasising not only how events can come to the fore long after 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ΨǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜŜƳ 

ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǳƴǎŜŜƳƭȅΩΣ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŜǾŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

memory.1 This is perhaps particularly so in histories which have not received prolonged public 

exposure and are associated with forms of cultural trauma. Marcus Wood has previously 

ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƭuctuating 

                                                           
1
 Rothberg, Multidirectional Memory, 17. 
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memorial nature across time.2 Therefore, whilst it may be unsurprising to find discourse 

concerning Liverpool and slavery at key commemorative dates surrounding major civic 

celebrations which draw on history or centenaries of the passing of Parliamentary acts 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭȅ 

around points in time which appear comparatively inconsequential. Finding such 

ΨǳƴŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛƻǳǎΩ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŜǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀƴ ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜ activity which relies as 

much upon the serendipity of the research process as it does on an informed or methodical 

investigation. Hence, in an un-catalogued file of assorted newspaper clippings held by 

Liverpool Records Office, found by chance, emerged the ΨtŜŀŎƻŎƪ 5ŜōŀǘŜΩ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфофΦ 

On August 9th 1939, Mr. D.C.W. Peacock gave an address at a Liverpool Round Table 

Luncheon which prompted a public press debate consisting of 15 letters to the editor following 

articles in the Evening Express and Daily Post, and which only ceased when the Editor of the 

Post closed correspondence on the subject on 19th August. Mr Peacock, head master of St 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΩǎ tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƻǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ .ƻȅǎ, was ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

trade was the most importŀƴǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ.3 However, controversy stemmed specifically 

from a statement surrounding historic attitudes, expressed through a familiar tone of Liverpool 

exceptionalism, that Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ 

earned their living by means of a trade which even people of their own day looked upon with 

ƘƻǊǊƻǊΩΦ4 This prompted a response from Arthur C. Wardle (Honorary Secretary of the Nautical 

Society) who took exception to the above points in particular. Although the debate largely 

involved Peacock and Wardle, other speakers joined them, including historian Robert 

DƭŀŘǎǘƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ 

discourse alongside more generic argumentative motifs, and some interesting examples of the 

ƛƴǘŜǊǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

exhibitions are drawn upon and influence this particular 1930s exchange. 

 From the outset, the status of Liverpool and slaverȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭΩ 

subject of discussion was raised and commented on. The Post ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ tŜŀŎƻŎƪΩǎ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώƻϐƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

Liverpool, Mr. Peacock said the number must ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭΩ5 a point which 
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reoccurs across the following exchanges. Peacock himself later acknowledges the controversy 

of the subject matter generally and recounts how, following the public discussion initiated by 

his address, he had been ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ Ψŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴǿƛǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴŀǘƘŜƳŀΩΣ ŀ ƪƴƻǿn point of 

controversy.6 He suggests that had he known this, he would not have raised the subject at all, 

and extends a partial apology in a mocking tone, for any offence caused: 

 
I hasten to assure both him and them that no offence was intended. Had I been 
warned in time, I would not have spoken as I did. Least of all did I intend any reflection 
upon his ancestors or theirs. I am prepared to believe that both he and they are the 
descendants of a blameless line of church wardens ς anything he chooses to say.7 

 
tŜŀŎƻŎƪΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛn 

support of slaveryΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ[s]ome people say that negro slaves had a better time in America than 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩΣ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ŘƻǳōǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƻƴ 

the cotton plantations were better off than cotton operatives in this country aǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΩΣ8 

pointing to an area of comparative, and more so in later letters from his critics, competitive, 

historic trauma. Later, letter writer John Chambers used comparisons of Ψsweated child-labour 

and the most hƛŘŜƻǳǎ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘteenth and early nineteenth century British 

ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ Ψcomparison with the conditions of the slave left (say) the Bradford mill-owner 

in the worse positionΩΦ9 Similarly, the use of historic arguments in support of slavery was 

acknowledged. Peacock stated that he wished ²ŀǊŘƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ψŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

methods, suggesting that the same argument was made John C Calhoun, a slave-owner in the 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ мупуΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ΨōŜŜƴ ǘǊƻǘǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
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has ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜΦΩ10 Wardle, in response, suggested ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴ ƛǎ ΨƛƴŀǇǘΩ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-19th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ōȅ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦΩ11  

 The bulk of the debate centred on the importance of the slave trade to Liverpool and 

the ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ 

discourse, articulated through familiar discursive devices which are turned around to suit 

standpoints in these argumentative structures. The importance of the slave trade to Liverpool, 

a point stressed initially by Peacock (or, at least in articles reporting on his address)12 are 

ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ōȅ ²ŀǊŘƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΩ ƳƻǘƛŦ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

significance of the slave trade to tƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƳƻǘƛŦ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ 

Liverpool overcame this adversity: 

 
ώΧϐ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ όƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŜƴŜǊƎȅύ ƳŀŘŜ ƴƻ 
difference to the mercantile and employment progress of the town is sufficient to 
demonstrate that Liverpool ς no more than the manufacturing towns of England ς was 
not dependent upon the slave trade for its livelihood.13 

 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ²ŀǊŘƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

prospered in, John Chambers writes that these developments were only possible through the 

ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩΦ14 Wardle later repeats 

Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

mercanǘƛƭŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǎǇŜƭ ΨǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƭŜƎŜƴŘΩ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛǘ 

ǎŜŜƳǎΣ ΨǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻǿŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊŀŘŜΩΦ15 

 Identity narratives of Liverpool were drawn upon in this line of argument, where P.D. 

McGuffie writes in to stress the importance of the slave trade to Liverpool, saying that in the 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
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ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭǳŎǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ŀƘŜŀŘΩ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

significance through the familiar rags-to-riches narrative of the city.16 However this point was 

disputed by Wardle who challenges the rags-to-riches motif. He suggests that the change was 

ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ мтллΣ Ψlargely due to the discovery of 

rock salt in Cheshire, the importation of Virginia tobacco, and the refining of sugar at 

LiverpoolΩΣ17 none of which is apparently related to transatlantic slavery. 

 Similar discursive devices and motifs were drawn upon by both sides in this debate, 

ǳǎŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ hƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƳƻǘƛŦ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŘŜΩΣ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 

Robert Gladstone to stress and naturalise the significance of the trade: 

 
The slave trade was undoubtedly of great value to Liverpool, especially as it formed 
part of a system of three cornered voyages by means of which colonial produce was 
brought to Liverpool.18 

 
Here importance is gained through accumulation of produce, an inanimate point of 

significance perhaps easier for critics to accept. However the triangular motif was also used by 

George Lascelles both to familiarly point slave bodies away from the physical city, but also to 

ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ōȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

the holds of the ships could have been anything: 

 
The trade being largely three-cornered, hardware from Liverpool to Africa, slaves from 
Africa to America, and raw cotton from America to Liverpool, it could easily be argued 
that Liverpool ships were not slavers, but engaged in the innocent trade of 
manufactured goods outwards, raw material inwards and the intermediate voyage 
being as a passenger boat and merely incidental.19 
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hǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƳƻǘƛŦǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ appeared throughout the debate. Wardle 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǿŀǎ Ψnot because of 

ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƭƛǘŀƴǎΩ ǇǊƻǇŜƴǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƭŀǾƛƴƎΣ but by reason of the enterprise of local merchantsΩΣ20 

ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƳƻǘƛŦΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ 

Peacock, was counter-argued by Wardle who lists other countries, places and industries which 

were involved: 

 
[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǊǘƘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŜŀǇ ǘŜȄǘƛƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƘŜŀǇ ǘǊƛƴƪŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ƛǊƻƴέ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǘŜƴǎƛƭǎ ŦƻǊ 
sale or exchange on the Coast ς ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŦŀǊ ǾŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ άŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦέ21 

 
He also listed ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨBristol, London, Exeter, Lancaster, Hull and 

other ports had ships engaged in the tradeΩΦ22 Wardle also made a point of stressing how the 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ΨŦƻǊŜƛƎƴΩ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ƘŜǊŜ ΨŦƻǊŜƛƎƴΩ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ Ψǿŀǎ ŀƴ άƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅέ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜ ōȅ άŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎέ ŦǊƻƳ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ 

and other declining portsΩΦ23 This point was picked up by John Chambers who suggested that 

this shows how ²ŀǊŘƭŜ ΨǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ drew involvement back further to other countries 

ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ Ψoriginated with the Portuguese at the opening of the sixteenth 

century, and was immediately taken up by the Dutch and the EnglishΩ24, suggesting instead 

ǘƘŀǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ Ψώǘϐƻ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴ ƻǊ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ǘƻ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǾƛŎ άǇŀǎǘέ ƛǎ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΩΦ25 

 This claim for neutrality was made by commentators on various sides. This is a point 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

its controversy and for raising emotive responses. This is frequently achieved through 

positioning contrasts, of facts against fictions (or more frequently against myths, legends, and 

ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƻƴǎύΦ Lƴ ²ŀǊŘƭŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ was ǇƛǘǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tŜŀŎƻŎƪΩǎ 
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ΨŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƻƴΩΤ Ψƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŦŀŎǘΩ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘes.26 He ends his letter with a personal defence again, 

stating that: 

 
L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ 
trade, but any student of local history would be failing in his duty if he permitted to 
pass, unchallenged, the exaggerations which periodically recur in connection with this 
subject.27 

  
¢ƘŜ ΨƭŜƎŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎeptability of the slave trade was a point frequently raised, here both as a 

way to stress the extent of the slave trade in Liverpool by Peacock who suggested Ψƛǘ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ 

ǘƘƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜ 

ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΩ28, and as a method of naturalization by George Lascelles, who wrote ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ψit 

was not considered a wicked or illegal tradeΩ and judging historic acts by modern standards is 

ΨŀōǎǳǊŘΩΦ29 However, the acceptability of the slave trade to contemporaries is argued against 

both through the discussion of abolitionists, but interestingly also through highlighting the 

difficulties of political expression, particularly by lower classes. Herbert Feilden suggested that 

ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǊŜǾǳƭǎƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ Ǌŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩ 

ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƛŦ ǘƻƻ ƻǳǘǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǿƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎΩ, citing the 

Peterloo massacre as an example of this.30  

 The familiar subject of slaves in Liverpool was raised in one of the introductory articles 

and within a further three letters. Peacock initially suggested that the numbers were probably 

small but did not deny that enslaved people may have been brought to Liverpool, whereas 

Wardle counted ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎΩ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

city would dispel. George Lascelles, however, was more firm in his convictions, though blurs 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ΨǎƭŀǾŜΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘΣ ƘŜǊŜ ΨƴƛƎƎŜǊ 

άǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΥ 
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I think it should be made clear that there never was any slave trade in Liverpool. I do 
not mean ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƴƛƎƎŜǊ άǎŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
were not infrequent in certain circles all over the kingdom, but no cargo of slaves was 
ever landed here.31 

 
Lƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ΨŎŀǊƎƻΩ ƻŦ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ to Liverpool from 

Bonny, the author of the following letter interestingly suggested looking for evidence of slaves 

in Liverpool in artwork, rather than in maritime archives: 

 
I have no doubt that if one cargo was landed in Liverpool other cargoes were. Perhaps 
an examination of the Binns Collection of prints and old newspaper cuttings in the 
Picton Reading Rooms might supply adequate proof.32 

 
At points the debate turned to external memory work; previous press discussion, material 

artefacts and museum displays. Of particular interest is the recurring discussion of a bell which 

one author raised ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ΨΧŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ-five years 

ago L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǎƘƛǇǎΩ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ƳŜǘŀƭΣ ŀ 

ōƭŀŎƪŜƴŜŘ ōŜƭƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƻǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΧΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ мттлΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƭ 

was a gift from Thomas Jones.33 

 Museums were also drawn into the 1939 debate, where one author suggested that 

their critics should pay a visit to Wilberforce House, which had opened in 1906 and received a 

good deal of publicity around the Wilberforce and Emancipation Centenary activities in 1933 

and 1934: 

 
Instead of consulting our local historians for the facts, Messers. Wardle and Lascelles 
might have visited an old red brick house, in the ancient gabled Hull High Street, the 
home of Wilberforce. 
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There they would find illustrated and other evidence (or was years ago) that cries out 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ aǊΦ [ŀǎŎŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ 
ƻǊ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜΦΩ34 

 
IŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛŀǎ ƻŦ ΨƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ 

ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳtion is emphasised. Within the same letter, Herbert 

Feilden recalled a press discussion of the subject from the previous year. Fielden wrote into 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ !ǊǘƘǳǊ ²ŀǊŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ bŀǳǘƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

into the Norris Papers, and the 1700 Liverpool slaver the Blessing, a name which the Post 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ΨŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƛǊƻƴƛŎΩΦ35 Here he recounted the story of having met an 

ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǎŜŀƳŀƴ ΨǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǎǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǎŀƛƭƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 

engaged ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ мултΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ΨƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƴŜǊΩ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

himself involved in covert slave-trading.36 This last letter, touching on issues concerning the 

role of museums in memory work, as well as the intriguing lingering ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀ ΨƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ, relate to the following section. At the end of the twentieth century, 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ in the representation and 

engagement with transatlantic slavery. In comparison to 1939, however, the debate that 

ensued in 1999, was more self-ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘǎ 

ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ 

 

1999: Memory Debates 

 
Sixty years later to the month, another slavery debate occurred, initiated by press coverage of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǾŜƛƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƻƴ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴo letters or commentary took exception to the instigation of 

a repeated annual day of remembrance, and criticism focused solely around the more tangible 

memorial artefact of the plaque, its text and the reporting of it. The debate around the plaque, 

encouraged by the Daily Post who asked readers to share their viewǎ ƛƴ Ψŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
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debate ς ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅ ƛƴ ƛǘΩΣ37 soon merged in the following months into the 

debate around the official apology. Issued by the council, the apology was announced and 

reported on in October and delivered in December 1999, which brought the debate up to the 

dawn of a new Millennium, this ominous timing frequently commented on. The differing foci 

of these events illustrate prominent points of contention ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ In 

relation to the memorial plaque, these points of contention centre on the built environment. 

Within responses to the apology, the focus falls on issues of recognition, acknowledgment and 

responsibility, the negotiation of guilt, and use of competitive trauma. These debates took 

place against a broader local political context of fraught community relations ultimately raising 

and perhaps never answering the questƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǿƘƻǎŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΩ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎΤ both in the sense of 

who was making it, who it was for and who, if anyone, was receiving it.  

 

A Memorial Plaque 

 
!ǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ό!ǳƎǳǎǘ ноrd 1999), MP Bernie Grant unveiled a 

commemorative plaque, the text of which read: 

 
Attention, Listen!!! Remember: Do not forget!!! Millions of African people lost their 
ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ aƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ǎǿŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƛƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
cement that gave rise to the great seafaring ports like Liverpool.38 

 
The wording of the plaque read like a performed speech, making an animated command to 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ψƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ 

allusion to the familiar George Frederick Cooke anecdote seen within ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨōƭƻƻŘΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨŎŜƳŜƴǘΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƴƻ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǾŀƎǳŜΣ ΨƳƛƭƭƛƻƴǎΩ 

of slaves were shipped from Liverpool itself, yet much of the following press debate concerned 

the theme of slaves in Liverpool, largely in reaction to press reporting that the plaque was 

ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨƳemory of the slaves who passed through Liverpool on their route to the 

bŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘΦΩ39  
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Most letters set out to dispute the presence of slave bodies. One letter outlines how the 

plaque itself makes no statement of the sort,40 and the following letters go to great lengths to 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ōȅ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘǊƛŀƴƎƭŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ 

ǘǊŀŘŜΩ,41 ƻǊ ΨǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ,42 and by severing connections with the built environment.43  

One author concedes that Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ Ǉort for this loathsome trade for at least 

мрл ȅŜŀǊǎΩ yet immediately disputes that ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜǘ Ŧƻƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ Ψōǳǘ 

to claim that boatloads of slaves came to Liverpool is false history. If you doubt my words visit 

the slavery exhibition at the Maritime Museum or read the Times Atlas of World HistoryΩ44 

here drawing on authoritative institutions and sources. However, most letters dispute the 

significance of the slave trade, minimising its importance through ambiguous interpretations 

of time: 

 
The slave trade was one of the important factors in the development of the port of 
Liverpool for only about 50 years, from about 1750 until William Wilberforce and 
others brought about its abolition in 1807 ς ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ άƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 
ŦƻǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ45 

 
.ȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ Ψƻƴƭȅ 

ŀōƻǳǘ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ψǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 

Bernie Grant. Grant makes this statement in relation to the psychological impact of 

ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώȅϐƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎomething like that happening for so many generations 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΩΦ46  

 African complicity in the slave trade was ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 

European idea, [slavery] was an age-old trade of the African kinƎŘƻƳǎΩΦ47 One author is 
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 ΨL a!59 ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƭŀǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΩ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Canning graving docks mentioned by 
David Charters (Daily Post August 24

th
). The plaque records that the docks were used by slave ships, but 

nowhere does it claim that African slaves were shipped from there because very few slaves even came 
ƴŜŀǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ M.F. Dinsmore, "LETTER: Ships Not Slaves," Liverpool Daily Post, September 1, 1999. 

41
 Ibid. 

42
 M. Young, "LETTER: Trading Facts," Liverpool Daily Post, September 2, 1999.. 

43
 Dinsmore, "LETTER: Ships Not Slaves." 

44
 Ibid. 

45
 Young, "LETTER: Trading Facts." 

46
 Bernie Grant, quoted in /ƘŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ϦtƻǊǘΩǎ {ƘŀƳŜŦǳƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦϦ 

47
 Laurence Keen, "LETTER: Slave Points," Liverpool Daily Post, September 7, 1999. 
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ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ΨŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ at .ŜǊƴƛŜ DǊŀƴǘΩ ŀōƻǳǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ 

and slavery, and suggests that: 

 
He conveniently forgets the part played by tribal leaders in Africa at that time. Without 
their enthusiastic participation (ie selling their own people for gain) the scale of the 
whole sorry business would not have been possible.48 

 
¢ƘŜ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŜƴǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ ƳƻǘƛŦ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ encompassing 

what Stuart Hall terms ŀ Ψbinary ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜǎ two 

opposed extremes.49 Here, the ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜǊΣ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊΦ  

Much of the adverse reaction ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ {w5Σ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƴƛŜ DǊŀƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 

concerned statements Grant is reported to have made about contemporary racism in 

Liverpool. Grant makes a number of positive statements about enjoying coming to Liverpool 

ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ 

that SRD and the plaque act as a form of acknowledgement. 

 
Liverpool is the only place in Britain that I know which is remembering slavery today. 
The plaque shows that people are beginning to recognise that part of Liverpool is tied 
up with African enslavement. But if people acknowledge that, as Liverpool Council has, 
it begins to heal the bad feelings that have been around for generations.50 

 
Grant links this history directly into the context of contemporary racial politics in Liverpool, 

speaking of 1990s racism as a legacy of transatlantic slavery.51 Grant further illustrates the 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƭƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

ǘǊŀŘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ52  

 Bernie Grant, DǳȅŀƴŜǎŜ [ŀōƻǳǊ at ŦƻǊ ¢ƻǘǘŜƴƘŀƳΣ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŜŘ ǊŀƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ōǳƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘǿƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΩΣ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
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 I L Marshall, "LETTER: Sorry Trade," Liverpool Daily Post, September 7, 1999. 

49
 Stuart Hall, "The Spectacle of the Other," in Discourse Theory and Practice: A Reader, ed. Margaret 

Wetherell, S. Taylor, and S.J. Yates (2001), 326. 

50
 Bernie Grant, quoted in /ƘŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ϦtƻǊǘΩǎ {ƘŀƳŜŦǳƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦϦ 
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 ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ great difficulties, like not getting 

jobs even when they are qualified. They are treated as second class citizens and, of course, they 
complain of police harassment. I think the blacks in Liverpool are suffering from that history of 
ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ .ŜǊƴƛŜ DǊŀnt, quoted in David Charters, "Bernie Grant's Message for Merseyside," 
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to policing, having commented that Tottenham youths considered the police had receiveŘ Ψŀ 

ōƭƻƻŘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƘƛŘƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфур Ǌƛƻǘǎ ƛƴ .ǊƻŀŘǿŀǘŜǊ CŀǊƳΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

murdered.53 wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DǊŀƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊ ΨŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΩ 

where none previously existed, presenting the common argument that speaking out against 

ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨƴƛŎŜ ƻŦ .ŜǊƴƛŜ DǊŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘΣ 

ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΣ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǿƘƛǇ ǳǇ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΩΦ54 The history of transatlantic 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ DǊŀƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ψstop bleating on about events 200 or 

ƳƻǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘǳǊƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǿΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ 

ŀƴŀǊŎƘȅ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘǎƘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ¸ŀǊŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘΣ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩΦ55 This position 

DǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ problem ς though Grant was born in Guyana, not 

Jamaica.  

 

Whose Apology? 

 
As its last formal act, at its last formal meeting of this Millennium, the City Council 
acknowledges Liverpool's responsibility for its involvement in three centuries of the 
slave trade, a trade which influenced every aspect of the city's commerce and culture 
and affected the lives of all its citizens. 

Whilst bequeathing the city with a rich diversity of people and cultures, learning, 
architecture and financial wealth it also obscured the human suffering upon which it 
was built. The untold misery which was caused has left a legacy which affects Black 
people in Liverpool today. 

On behalf of the city, the City Council expresses its shame and remorse for the city's 
role in this trade in human misery. The City Council makes an unreserved apology for 
its involvement in the slave trade and the continual effects of slavery on Liverpool's 
Black community. 

The first step towards reconciliation will be the basis upon which the city and all its 
people and institutions can grasp the challenges of the new Millennium with a fresh 
and sustainable commitment to equality and justice in Liverpool.  

The City Council hereby commits itself to work closely with Liverpool communities and 
partners and with peoples of those countries which have carried the burden of the 
slave trade.  
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 Mike Phillips, "Bernie Grant: Passionate Leftwing MP and Tireless Anti-Racism Campaigner," The 
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The Council also commits itself to programmes of action with full participation of 
Liverpool's Black communities which will seek to combat all forms of racism and 
discrimination and will recognise and respond to the city's multi-racial inheritance and 
celebrate the skills and talent of all its people.56 

 
The debate initiated by reporting on SRD and the commemorative plaque ran into early 

October. A mere nine days after the last letter in this line of debate, came the announcement 

ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ 

slave trade. The motion for an official apology was raised by a former student of the Charles 

Wootton College and Liberal Democrat Councillor Mirna Juarez.57 Much has been written 

ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƻƴȅ .ƭŀƛǊΩǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŘŜŜǇ ǎƻǊǊƻǿΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ όнллтύ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

significantly was not an explicit apology, but in reaction to which there was some debate.58 

Tony Tibbles has suggested that the apology in Liverpool in 1999 did not attract a great deal of 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

black community over a perceived lack of consultation.59 Whilst, as Tibbles suggests, perhaps 

the apology did not attract as much of a furore as might have been expected, the reaction 

within the local press unveiled telling if familiar threads of argument through a sustained 

debate.  

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩs slavery memory discourse is particularly 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΣ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ΨǎǇŜŜŎƘ 

ŀŎǘǎΩΦ60 bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ¢ŀǾǳŎƘƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
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it is not enough to be sorry, subjects must say that they are, and Janna Thompson similarly 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ΨŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΩ ƛƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ61 Within council 

meetings, the wording of the official apology was itself a subject of debate. Councillor Alan 

Dean suggesǘŜŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǊŜƳƻǊǎŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǎƘŀƳŜΩΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

both words were included in the final wording (above). These words were perhaps chosen to 

counter the sanitised language of other political apologies, and indeed the frequently 

ŜǳǇƘŜƳƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ΨǘǊŀŘŜΩ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ. Whilst one recommendation was made to include 

ΨŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ [who] actually assisted in bringing about the 

ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ was not included in the apology text.62  

ThŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǿŀǎΣ ƛƴ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ŀ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŘŜōŀǘŜΩΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǊŜ ŀ 

ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŀǊ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦΩ63 

This element of the debate concerned the larger theoretical question of whose apology this 

was, who was or was not involved, and what such an act could or could not accomplish. 

In the United States ideas over slavery apologies gained particular momentum in the 

1950s and 1960s, stimulated by civil rights protests including those arounŘ WŀƳŜǎ CƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ 

1969 The Black Manifesto.64 However, a number of scholars have assessed the rise in 

collective, institutional and political apologies in the later twentieth century.65 Michael 

Cunningham assigns the increase to shifts in identity politics and a self-reflexive political 

ideology seen across the Blair and Clinton administrations in particular.66 Indeed, the council 
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attempted to build on familiar links between Liverpool and America through marketing 

organisation ŀǊƻǳƴŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ. President Clinton and Jesse Jackson were 

ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ aŀȅƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ψƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƛŦ 

not physically.67 WŜǎǎŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǾƻȅ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ 

had recently stopped short of issuing a full apology for slavery in 1998 whilst in Uganda, 

instead expressing regret for the role the United States had played in the slave trade.68  

The timing of the apology in 1999 was frequently remarked upon by supporters and 

critics. It ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлth /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ Ψƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǎǘŀǊǘΩΦ69 Public responses supporting 

ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛŘŜŀΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ aƛƭƭŜƴƴƛum is a good moment 

ŦƻǊ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǘŜΩΦ70 However, reaction against the way the apology was being carried out 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ [.. ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎƛƴŎŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώƛϐŦ 

the millennium had not come around this apology ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ΨŎƭŜŀǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƳƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ71 As Scott also stated: 

 
At the same time, the new millennium was coming in. And at the same time Councillor 
Devaney was leaving as Lord Mayor. So, he wanted to be seen as a sh- as going out in a 
shower of glory but he knew that- he wanted to be part of history! And what better 
way from his point of view than to apologise, yeah.72 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ ŀ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ΨǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ 5ŜǾŀƴŜȅ ŘƛŘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǇŀǊǘ-ownership of the apology idea, suggesting that it was 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ΨŎƻƴǎƛŘŜred for some time and by coincidence Coun[cillor] Juarez has come 
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ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƘƛƴƎΦΩ73 Joe Devaney further placed himself as central to this process 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦ IŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ŜǊƴƛŜ DǊŀƴǘΩǎ 

comments at SRD in August that year were the catalyst which drove the apology forward: 

 
 

Χƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǳƳƴΣ [ƻǊŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ƭǘƻƴΣ ŀ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊΣ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ[ƻƻƪ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜΚΩ {ƻ aȅǊƴŀ WǳŀǊŜȊΣ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
Liberal Democrat Councillor, with my help put down a motion. I fully supported it.74 

 
 
Accusations of seeking personal acclaim are a common trait in debates over apologies.75 Such 

actions are frequently presented as superficial or done for other self-centred, non-authentic 

ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǘƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ΨŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ άŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ industryέ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΩΦ76 

The Millennium played a large part within such conclusioƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊŦƛŎƛŀƭƛǘȅΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǳǎŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ aŀǊƪ .Ǌƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŀǎ ΨǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

as a Millennium Trophy in the shop window to promote an unreal multi-racial corporate image 

ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΦ77 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǿǊƻƴƎǎΩ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ΨǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΩΦ 

However, as Toƴȅ Iŀƭƭ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨIƻǳǎŜ /ƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ фсΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

Congress should apologise to African-Americans whose ancestors were enslaved, whilst no 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ Ψ/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΩ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ 

acted collectively in the past and bears political continuity across time. It is a 

ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛǘȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜǎǇŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ78 Within 
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[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǘŜȄǘΣ ΨǎƘŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǊǎŜΩ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ψƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩΣ 

ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀƎǳŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ΨŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΩ 

itself was restricted to the city council alone, an institution which had supported the slave 

trade.79 aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ōƻǊƴΩ ŀǊgument really comes down 

to a question of responsibility, which an apology necessarily requires.80 This was worded in 

various ways in the Liverpool apology debates, where the Liverpool Daily Post questioned 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ǘo apologise for past actions: 

 
It is surely unconscionable nowadays that we as individuals could feel anything other 
than disgust at the barbarity of the slave trade. But, collectively, have we the right to 
express remorse, or any other emotion, for the actions of shipping owners so many 
generations ago, when the world was an entirely different place, founded on strange 
and primitive principles?81 

 
 
IŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǿǊƻƴƎƴŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘΩǎ position on the issue made clear, an 

apparently sympathetic stage laid on which to criticise the idea of apology. The issue of a 

ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ǘƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ articulated, as Cunningham suggests, as an issue of responsibility, 

which the Post ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ ΨǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎƻΩΦ There is also a 

ƳƻǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ψfounded on strange and primitive 

ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΩΣ ƛƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƳƻǊŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ 

Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƘŜƴΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭineage, no continuity. However, there 

is an internal conflict within this argument since the editors also draw identifying connections 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ΨƻǳǊΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ displays at the 

Maritime Museum provide a permanent reminder of our deplorable record at the end of the 

муǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΦ82 

 Mike Boyle (University of Liverpool) wrote a piece on Liverpool and the transatlantic 

slave trade for the Echo ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘŜŘ 

the ǇƛŜŎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ΨǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƻǊ ŦŜŜƭ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘΧōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ 
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ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇƭŀȅŜŘΦΩ83 This perhaps reflects an awareness of the obstacles facing 

those trying to tell the story of Liverpool and slavery, and of the kind of reactions acts like 

ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŜƭƛŎƛǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ .ƻȅƭŜΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǘ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ 

Whilst supportive of the apology generally, Mark Christƛŀƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ .ƻȅƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ΨǾŜǊȅ ƻŦŦΩΣ 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ ΨώŎϐŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎǊȅ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΚΩ84 

Michel-Rolph Trouillot suggests that what sets apologies apart from other ΨǎǇŜŜŎƘ 

ŀŎǘǎΩΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 

addressee as historical victim, linking the two along temporal planes.85 Thus, speakers sought 

ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΣ 

ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ΨǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΩΦ86 hƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

modern day Liverpool people ς with largely working class origins ς would have had no direct 

connections with slavery and it ƛǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴǘŜŎŜŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦΩ87 

The phrasing here produces an interesting ambiguity of tense and time, since the author is 

placing the class composition of modern-day Liverpool over its eighteenth century history, and 

then ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŀƴǘŜŎŜŘŜƴǘǎΩΦ ! ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ aŀǊƪ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƻǾŜ where 

ΨώǘϐƘe working classes did not share in this wealth, so why should they ς or their descendants ς 

share in the guilt?Ω88 The author then draws focus to another large collective identity group in 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ΨƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ LǊƛǎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΚΩ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛn the city until the 1840s.89 Here, the author, Delia 

hΩIŜƴƴŜǎǎŜȅ focuses on direct personal lineage and genealogy articulated through larger 

collective identity groups. Similarly, competitive trauma is drawn upon to shake links between 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǾƛŎǘƛƳΩΣ where ΨώǇϐŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ an apology 
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for the inhuman treatment of Liverpool seafarers whose death rate in percentage terms for 

ǘƘŀǘ ŜǊŀ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇƭŜǎǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǎΩΦ90 The link is more explicitly 

made by one author between such conditions and slavery itself ǘƘŀǘ Ψώƛϐǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎŜŀŦŀǊŜǊǎ ŦŀǊŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘƭȅΤ ǇǊŜǎǎ-ganged into the Royal Navy (a form of slavery) 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōŀŘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ bŀǾȅΩΦ91 

Alfred Brophy has outlined how, in reactions to a call for apology over Alabama 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƴƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΦ hƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

your owner in Africa sold you to an American rather than to another AfricŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΩΦ92 In Liverpool, the call for apology came from its highest political body, and whilst the 

motion for apology was issued by someone who had been involved in at least one institution 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊΣ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ 

was significant for some.  

 
 

And, there was er- there was also, a Latin American woman there ermΧ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΣ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΣ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ IŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
from there. She may have been born here but to all intents and purposes, the way in 
which she spoke, she was from that area ς had more in common with Latin America. 
{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ώΧϐ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ώWƻŜ 5ŜǾŀƴŜȅϐ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ- this young 
ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƪƴŜǿ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊΣ 
to propose or to second it.93   

 
  
For Scott, who assigns the identity of Juarez to Latin America through cultural attributes, 

WǳŀǊŜȊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΩ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ 

significant, and the suggestion underlying his statement above is that the junior councillor was 

used by her senior counterpart, Joe Devaney, Lord Mayor of Liverpool, without a full 

ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ tǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŘƛŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 

ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WǳŀǊŜȊΩǎ Ψown family were affected by the slave tradeΩΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

further detail on this connection.94 
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Supporters presented the apology as a form of verbal acknowledgement which would 

in turn perform a restorative function, often through the metaphor of physical wounds, that 

ΨǎǳŎƘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ in healing the festering wounds 

ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƎƻƴŜ ōȅΩΣ95 ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ΨŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦΩ96 It 

was frequently recognised as a symbolic act, and articulated as such.97 Furthermore, the 

apology was understood as a process of recognising and taking steps against inequality 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜȅ ώōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜϐ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ŧƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 

ŀ ΨƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΦΩ98 Mark Christian suggested that whilst this 

ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ΨǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ōƭŀŎƪ [ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴǎΩΣ99 it 

was a step in the right direction, and apology-supporter Gerald Henderson suggested that the 

ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ΨƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΩ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 

of racism and discrimination.100 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ WǳŀǊŜȊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǳǇƻƴ 

the black community never to forget its history of struggle against inequality, but to forgive the 

Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩΦ101 Forgiveness is, however, a big thing to ask of a varied and diverse 

group of people, many of whom were not happy about the process of the apology and had not 

felt involved within its process. 

Criticisms of the apology, however, were framed negatively around what an apology 

could not do, opposed to what it could ŘƻΦ !ǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ΨŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ς what is done 

ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛǊǊŜǾƻŎŀōƭŜΣ ƛƳƳǳǘŀōƭŜΣ ǳƴŀƭǘŜǊŀōƭŜΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Liverpool Daily Post editorial put it, 

also suggesting ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ όƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŦǳǘƛƭŜύ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ΨǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
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ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ 

process.102 The editorial ends by again outlinƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǘƻƪŜƴ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜΩΣ 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ΨǎŀƭǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜƭǎŜΦΩ IŜǊŜΣ ŀƴ 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǿǊƻƴƎƴŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ 

outlining what cannot be achieved: 

 
We know slavery was wrong, inhumane and detestable, and will do well to remember 
the lessons that history can teach us. But we should never pretend that we can ever 
turn back the clock.103 

 
 
The focus on what apologies cannot achieve draws on claims apology advocates never in fact 

made. It was never suggested that history could be changed or clocks be turned back. The 

ŦƻŎǳǎ ƘŜǊŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΣ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΩΣ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƴƻƴǎŜnsical, also demonstrated within describing the apology as 

ΨȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭǳŘƛŎǊƻǳǎ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƴŜǎǎΩΦ104  

B.W. Hale argued against the apology on the grounds that it will do more harm than 

ƎƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ΨȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭe of the desires of many people, black and white, to depict 

ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩΦ IŀƭŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ōŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƳƛƴƻǳǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψŀǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нмst ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΣ 

the couƴŎƛƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ΨǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ŘǊƻǇƻǳǘ 

ǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩΦ105 The focus on how the apology might frame black people as 

ΨǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƛŘŜǎǘŜǇ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ that an apology would 

otherwise highlight.106 {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ WǳŀǊŜȊ ŀǊŜ ΨƻōǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŀŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ōȅ ǎǘƛǊǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƳŜƴǘΩΣ107 echoing criticisms of Bernie 

DǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ŝŀrlier. 

!ǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƻƴȅ ¢ƛōōƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

black community. This focused, not so much on the idea of issuing an apology, but on the way 
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in which it was being carried out, with protesters critical of the speed of the process and lack 

ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ōƭŀŎƪ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ aŀǊƪ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǊŜŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΩ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 

ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώȅϐƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǘŀǇ ŦƛȄŜŘ ōȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

/ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΩΦ108 James Hernandez of the Liverpool Anti-Racist Community Arts 

Association (LARCAA) was prominently quoted in the local and national press as one of the 

ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƛǇǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ 

Ψǘƻƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΩΦ109 The ƳƻǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳƴǘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ΨǿƛƴŘƻǿ 

ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΩ ōȅ aŀǊƛŀ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ 

Organisations.110 Particularly critical of the lack of consultation, Hernandez drew focus to the 

place in which the apology was being carried out, suggesting that the use of the Town Hall was 

itself insulting:  

 
If they had taken into account our feelings I am sure they would not have staged an 
apology in that building. 

There is artwork in there that black people find racist and insulting. 

It is somewhat ironic to apologise in a building built on slavery and glorifying slavery 
without doing something to change it.111 

 
This was a point also raised by other spokespeople.112 In an interview, James Hernandez 

reflectǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ [!w/!!Ωǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ΨƳŜŀƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ 

indeed, what might happen afterwards: 

 
Χ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ Ŏƻƴsultation about this - what does this mean, 
ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ meanΚ Χ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
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organisations and a number of key people from the black community got together and 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ Ŏonsultation, what does this mean, 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
place and erm you know we had a lot of different- on why we were doing it but I think 
collectively, you know, one ς no consultation, you know, what does an apology mean, 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŜǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭǎƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘΚ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
apologise for something and then you know, business as usual you know what I 
mean?113 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀd been sufficient consultation, going as far as 

ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΣ ŀƴŘ aƛǊƴŀ WǳŀǊŜȊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 45 black organisations on 26th 

November which focused on the wording of the apology text to be read out less than two 

weeks later, on the 8th December.114  In reaction to the criticisms over the use of the Town 

IŀƭƭΣ ŀ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ΨŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻf many 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΩΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΦ115 Critics were not suggesting the council 

was hiding foundations, but were drawing attention to the inappropriate use of the Town Hall 

as a stage. This in turn may have been purposefully used as a symbol for the lack of 

consultation, showing that without full and lengthy discussions with black organisations in 

Liverpool, these are the kind of issues which an unaware city council are otherwise blind to. It 

has been suggested that the relationship between the addressees and issuers of the apology 

ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

the two groups would facilitate a more credible apology.116 In Liverpool, this historically and 

contemporarily fraught relationship between the highest political institution in the city, and 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ŜƴŀŎǘ ŀ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ-free 

performance of something as contentious as a collective apology.117  

 Defending the coǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ΨƭƛǇ-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩΣ WǳŀǊŜȊ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŦϐǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

consultation will take place in the near future regarding the next steps in this process of 
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ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΦΩ118 ¢ƘŜ ΨƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇΩ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎ IŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΦ IŜ 

recalls one meeting and some slightly disorganised attempts to fulfil the very ambitious 

ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ Ψǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩs multi-racial 

ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΥ 

 
JM: And what did happen next? 

JH: Oh, (laughs) erm. Not much actually. I do remember being involved in a very large 
meeting and there was representatives from various black community organisations 
ŀƴŘ ŜǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ 
the city was there. And erm, the city was almost saying you know, well what do you 
ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘo do? And we were 
only semi-prepared for that answer. For that question. And you know we had a list, 
when I say prepared, we had ideas in our heads of things the City could do in order to 
erm, for want of a better phrase, slightly level the playing field [Χϐ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
ǎƘǊǳƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ Ψ!ƴŘΚ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ ²ŜΩǾŜ 
ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜŘΩ ώΧϐ ς there was loads of different measures that could have been put in 
place and we actually I think came up with a 20 point list of things they could explore. 
ώΧϐ .ǳǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ119 

 
One measure which was fully supported (and indeed raised) by a senior member of Liverpool 

City Council was that Liverpool should be twinned with an African port. The support for this 

idea largely centred on comparative positive touristic and financial repercussions following 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǘǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ /ƻƭƻƎƴŜ ŀƴŘ {ƘŀƴƎƘŀƛΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΩ ǘƘŀƴ ΨŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ twinning 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ΨŦƻǊƳ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ 

according to Lord Mayor Joe Devaney who proposed the Ghanaian port of Takoradi where he 

had previously worked in the 1970s with the Voluntary Service Overseas. Devaney suggested 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ120 

The apology text itself is fairly long, and, as Mark Christian has noted certainly sounds 

powerful.121 However, the apology perhaps promised more than it could deliver, and the 

specifics on how exactly the council would tackle the legacies of the injustice being apologised 

for were not spelled out. Whilst discussing the apology, Scott suggested that without such 

action, the apology had no meaning: 
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And, erm, an apology in words is no good. I learnt a poem from when I was very very 
little. And it is a man of words and not of deeds, is like a garden full of weeds, and 
when the weeds begin to grow, it's like a garden full of snow, and when the snow 
ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƭǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ōŜƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŀƛƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
bird without a tail, and when the bird begins to fly, it's like an eagle in the sky, and 
when the sky begins to roar, it's like a lion at your door, and when the door begins to 
ŎǊŀŎƪΣ ƛǘϥǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ōƭŜŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǿŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴΦ ¸ŜŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΦ LǘΩǎ 
words, without deeds.122 

 
However, Blatz, Schumann and Ross suggest that government apologies are aimed as much at 

people who might not have previously known about the injustice in question as they are at the 

identifying victim group.123 In this sense, apologies can act to raise awareness about episodes 

in history. hƴŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ΨǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀŎǘǎΩ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ 

exchange. As Alfred Brophy concludes, a consequence of the heated debates both on and off 

ǘƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƘŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎtory on 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦΩ124 LŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΩΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛǊ 

ŘŜōŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ΨǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀŎǘΩ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ  

 

Using Slavery in Debate 

 
In addition tƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

slavery discourse is complicated through the use of slavery within other debates concerning 

sometimes seemingly unrelated matters. Slavery is itself drawn on as an argumentative device 

in part because of an awareness of the discursive power the subject holds, and the pre-existing 

debate surrounding it. Uses of slavery in such debate reflect the standpoints and ideologies of 

ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǳnique involvement in transatlantic slavery 

is here drawn upon to criticise related or unrelated systems of abuse which the speaker 

opposes, and, at one point, also arguably to justify such systems, or at least to shake the 

foundations on which they could be criticised.  
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 In 1863 and 1864, Porcupine ŜŘƛǘƻǊ IǳƎƘ {ƘƛƳƳƛƴ ǳǎŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀŎȅΦ125 This 

ōŜƎŀƴ ōȅ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘe rule of Henry III and the 

ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ΨŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎΩ ōŜǎǘƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ DǳƛƭŘǎΣ Ψώǘϐhat notion of freedom reminds one of the 

odd idea of some people in our own time who are fighting like fury for the right of free citizens 

to wallop their own niggersΦΩ126 Later, Shimmin discusses the older merchants in the town who 

ΨŘŜǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜǊŜŘƛǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ŦƭŜǎƘΩΣ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

contemporary 1860s Liverpool: 

 
But the chronicler forgets himself. Anti-slavery sentiments are not at all the tone in 
good society to-day ς and we will be fashionable though we perish for it. Therefore we 
throw up our hats for life-hire, (what a very much prettier word than slavery!) and we 
hope some day to be invited to dinner by the Southern Club.127 

 
Shimmin uses a language of high-ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ όƻŦ ΨƎƻƻŘ-ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΣ ΨŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΩΣ ΨƘŀǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƭǳōǎΩύΣ 

against images of superficiality and concealment, hypocrisy and contradiction, where the 

ΨǘƻƴŜǎΩ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƎƻƻŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛ-slavery, are fashionable whilst perishing, and 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ΨǇǊŜǘǘȅΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜǳǇƘŜƳƛǎƳΦ128 Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψthe good old trade may be opened 

again in Liverpool, now that we are getting rid of foolish sentimentalities and nigger on the 

brain.Ω {ƘƛƳƳƛƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ 

to journalists and authors who are also writing in support of the South: 
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¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ time coming, as Charles Mackay can tell, who has discarded his old 
nonsense about being brothers and human rights and that kind of thing. Long live 
Beresford Hope!  For ourselves, we prefer Jefferson Davis, by long chalks, to 
Washington, and think General Morgan a much nobler hero than Garibaldi. Which 
nobody can deny!129 

 
Charles Mackay, a journalist for The Times and reporting on the Civil War whilst in New York 

was technically an opponent of slavery, but voiced an opposition to the war suggesting that it 

ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ΨŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻƭŘ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΩ 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩΦ130 Similarly, Alexander James Beresford Hope, though have stated 

that slavery generally was a ΨŎǳǊǎŜΩ ƘŀŘ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ 

well treated.131 Beresford Hope had likened Confederate generals to Italian politicians involved 

in the unification movement, comparing Jefferson Davies to Count di Cavour and originally 

ά{ǘƻƴŜǿŀƭƭέ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ǘƻ DŀǊƛōŀƭŘƛΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ132 The reason 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aƻǊƎŀƴ ƛƴ {ƘƛƳƳƛƴΩǎ piece is unclear, though this may have 

been drawing on recent news that year that Morgan had led the longest cavalry operation of 

the war, 700 miles in a month in early 1863.133  

 As Shimmin continues his satirical history of the eighteenth century, he suggests that 

Ψώƛϐt may be some consolation to the Liverpool public (in the state of present feeling) to know 

that almost the whole of the wealth and commerce of this town originated with the slave 
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tradeΩΦ134 The rhetorical presumption here is that of course many citizens are not entirely 

ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƘƛƳƳƛƴΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

ǘǳǊƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 

the Southern states, this time moving through the guise of abolition and ending in the 

ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ /ƻǘǘƻƴ {ŀƭŜǎǊƻƻƳΥ 

 
Weak notions on this subject marred this splendid source of wealth. Some ridiculous 
nonsense about humanity and Christian brotherhood and the rights of the black began 
to get abroad ς dangerous and revolutionary doctrines, which, unhappily, prevailed for 
a while and stopped the slave trade. Better times, however, seem coming round again, 
and if public opinion only progresses in the direction it is now taking, we have good 
hope to see black men and women knocked down by auction at the Cotton 
Salesroom.135 

 
.ȅ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǳǊōŀƴ 

landscape, Shimmin is promoting the unspoken issue of debate to physical prominence.  

 Whilst tƻǊŎǳǇƛƴŜΩǎ satire above connects the history of transatlantic slavery to a 

relevant contemporary context, in the twentieth century, the subject is used within debates 

over wholly unrelated matters. This is a mechanism within which journalistic practices play an 

ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфтлǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

5ƛǎŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΩ ǎƘƻǿǎΦ136 ! Ψά{ƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜέ ƧƛōŜΩΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Daily Post headline states, was made by a 

union leader in relation to job losses at a Leonard Cheshire care home in the city in November 

1978. Colin Barnett,137 the north-west chief of union NUPE (National Union of Public 

9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎύ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŀƴǘŜŘƛƭǳǾƛŀƴΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ 

though these periods of more ancient history were of less interest the Post and Echo. Instead, 

it was the comment, quoted in the article as being made in response to the sacking of striking 

ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψά¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛǎ ǿorthy of the forefathers of the City of Liverpool 
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 Shimmin, "The Comic History of Liverpool: Chapter XXII." 

135
 Ibid. 

136
 ¢ƘŜ Ψ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфтф ƛƴǘƻ 

February 1979. See W. Rodgers, "Government Under Stress, Britain's Winter of Discontent 1979," The 
Political Quarterly 55, no. 2 (1984). 

137
 /ƻƭƛƴ .ŀǊƴŜǘǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǳƴƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΩ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ 

1978 to 19тф ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ΨƘŀǊŘ ƭŜŦǘΩ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ 
and advocating for the dismissal of Merseyside Police Chief constable Kenneth Oxford. Ray Mariott, 
"Colin Barnett Obituary," The Guardian, February 27, 2011. 
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ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜέΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ138 The line was used very 

deliberately by the speaker as a powerful condemnation in this dispute, set on highlighting the 

perceived archaic, oǳǘƳƻŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƧǳǎǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀ 

deliberate if awkward relational link between mistreated workers and un-free slave labour.  

aŜŘƛŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƛƴǘŜǊ 

of disconǘŜƴǘΩΣ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ /ƻƭƛƴ Iŀȅ ŀǊƎǳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎǊƛǎƛǎΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

strategies and linguistic devices.139 The local press in Liverpool was certainly not divorced from 

these processes, and the emphasis given through rhetorical framing of the Leonard Cheshire 

dispute encourages particular subject positions. In the first paragraph of the tƻǎǘΩǎ article, 

Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ ƘƻƳŜΩΣ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ ƛǎ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ Ψwas the butt of a furious attack by a union 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘƘŜǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻ ŀ ΨŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΩ ŀƛƳŜŘ 

ŀǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ ƘƻƳŜΩΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘs attention away from the rest 

of the story and weighs the balance of reader-subject positioning away from the speaker and 

Ƙƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ΨǎǘǊƛƪŜǊǎΩ όƴƻǘ ΨǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩΣ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴǎΩΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜΩύΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ apparent 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀƭ ǘƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ΨƧƛōŜΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎΣ 

potentially their ΨŦƻǊŜŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩΦ  

.ŀǊƴŜǘǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀǎ ŀ 

discursive device which worked through equating contemporary injustice with a historical 

human rights abuse. This is used as a form of short-hand by speakers looking to create a large 

impact through an awareness of the sensitivity around slavery, and specifically around 

highlighting LƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜΩ Ŏŀƴ 

also be enacted through performance. Some ten years later, critics of the Thatcher 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜƳŜΣ Ψ9¢Ω όǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ 

close to full time for around £10 in additional benefits) drew on Liverpool and slavery to make 
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 Lynn May and Charles Nevin, "'Slave Trade' Jibe as Home Sacks 20 Strikers," Liverpool Daily Post, 
November 11, 1978. An almost identical article was also published in the Echo with the same authors, 
Lynn May and Charles Nevin, "'Slave Trade' Jibe After Sackings at Charity Home," Liverpool Echo, 
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 Lƴ IŀȅΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Daily Mail is used to 
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ǳǎ ōǳǊȅ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŀŘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Iŀȅ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀinst those 
ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨǿŜΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōŜǊŜŀǾŜŘΣ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ΨƻǳǊΩ ŘŜŀŘ ǘƻƻΣ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊǎΩΣ ΨǘƘŜȅΩ 
who strike. Colin Hay, "Narrating Crisis: The Discursive Construction of the 'Winter of Discontent'," 
Sociology 30, no. 2 (1996): 256-62. 
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ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ΨōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘΩ ƛƴ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘǊƻƭƭŜys, though as a 

Post ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƛǘǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ΨόLƴ ǘƘŜ мтth ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘύΦΩ140 

tǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 9Ǝŀƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ 9¢ ŀǎ ΨǎƭŀǾŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊΩ ŀƴŘ YŜǾƛƴ /ƻȅƴŜΣ Ŏƻ-

ordinator of the Merseyside Trades Union and UnŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ Ψώōϐȅ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǇŀǎǘΩ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 9¢ ƛǎ ΨǉǳƛǘŜ 

ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦΩ141 

Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ diverse 

ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƻ 

potential international football partnerships. Here, a letter to the editor writing in response to 

news that a Chinese Government fund, was bidding to buy Liverpool football club claimed that, 

ΨDL±9b [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 

human rights record would make a perfect partner for the Anfield cluōΦΩ142 The author uses 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀnsatlantic slavery for dramatic effect, aware of the 

reaction aligning historic injustices with contemporary ones would cause. The author, Gerry 

/ƻƴƴƻǊǎΣ ƻŦ Ψ²Ŝǎǘ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΩΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǇƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ у ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ tΦ {ŀŜŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ΨƘƛǎ ƧƛōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ 

ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ ΨLŦ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜΩ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ Ψŀǎƪ 

tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ²L{9ΩΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǘƻ support his 

Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ LƴƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ IŀƭƛŦŀȄΩ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǎƘƛǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŘǊŀǿǎ 

ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ /ƻƴƴƻǊǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ΨƧƛōŜΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

Liverpool, suggesting that the author should visit:  

 
ΧǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ нΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 
each year, is open daily and all exhibitions, events and activities at National Museums 
of Liverpool are free. 

That should appeal to a Yorkshireman!143 

 

                                                           
140
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Whilst the point made by Connors initially may have been a cutting point about the global 

Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘǊŜǿ ƻƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ 

emphasis, the response has focused entirely on the latter and bypassed Connors points in 

relation to human rights in China. 

 The above examples show how (frequently subject-ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎΩύ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ 

to draw upon Liverpool and slavery as an argumentative device to throw light on 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

history has also been used to shift focus away from accusations of human rights abuses on the 

ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŀŎŎǳǎŜǊǎΩΦ Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфофΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Second World War, Dr Joseph Goebbels, German Minister for Propaganda drew upon 

LƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨDŜǊƳŀƴ 

bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅΩΣ ŀ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƛŎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

and ex-British Naval Commander, Stephen King-Hall. King-Hall had distributed a series of 

newsletters to individuals in Germany seeking to challenge information, particularly 

concerning Britain which had been presented by the Nazi regime. The German government 

responded through its own publication Völkischer Beobachter and other national publications 

with pieces concerning King-IŀƭƭΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΩΦ hƴŜ ƻf the 

responses was a 4,000 word essay written by Goebbels and sent to thousands of addressees 

across Britain ς though notably not to King-Hall, which was designed to put the British 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΩΦ144 Following accusations of censorship from Germany, King-

Hall personally paid for a full-page reprint of GoebbelsΩǎ response within the Daily Telegraph 

and Morning Post, a step taken, according to Stephen King-IŀƭƭΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

ΨƳȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅƳŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΩΦ145 GoebbelsΩǎ 

essay reversed each of King-HallΩs statements in turn in a way which sought to discredit King-

Hall through drawing on details of his career. Goebbels uses points from British military and 

naval history during the periods in which King-Hall was in active service to highlight abuses 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŀǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

examples such as the use of concentration camps in the Boer War. A large proportion of the 

introductory section to GoebbelsΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƻƴ ΨōǊǳǘŀƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 
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 See Aaron Goldman, "Stephen King-Hall and the German Newsletter Controversy of 1939," Canadian 
Journal of History 10, no. 2 (1975): 215. 

145
 Stephen-King Hall, "A Letter to Dr. Goebbels," The Daily Telegraph and Morning Post, August 12, 

1939. The text of Goebbels essay in the newspaper was a verbatim reprint of his original text, as 
compared with an original, Churchill Archives Centre, Cambridge, The Papers of Baron King-Hall of 
Headly, STKH 3, Dr J. Goebbels The Reply to British Propaganda August 1939.  
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9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ hƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Liverpool local press: 

 
Was your attention not drawn to the fact that in 1771 Liverpool was singled out as the 
principle port for shipments of coloured human cargoes to all parts of the world? Also to 
the fact that Liverpool in those days possessed 105, London 58 and Bristol 25 slave-
carrying ships? That in those days and under the English flag, 30,000 blacks were 
annually shipped, and that this fact accounts for a good deal of British wealth today?146 

 
National responses within the Daily Telegraph and Morning Post, whilst drawing some 

ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨƳƛǎŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ147 This was, 

however, the only point to be discussed in the Liverpool local press. K. Bradshaw quotes the 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¸ŜǎΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

history ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ΨώǳϐƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘƛŘŜ ǳƴǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ .ǊŀŘǎƘŀǿ 

ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭōƻȅ ƪƴƻǿǎΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 

Interestingly, Bradshaw then issues a collective apology on behalf of the city some 60 years 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎΤ ΨώǿϐŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻǊǊȅΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘǳǊƴǎ 

to more comforting areas of British abolition as a form of argumentative defence against the 

DŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΥ 

 
But Liverpool is also proud of the fact that free men in England and Liverpool could, 
without fear of secret police, openly protest against the evil in pulpit, platform and 
Press until the infamous traffic was ended. Would Dr Goebbels equally permit the 
Czech and German Oppositions openly to organise against the evils of Naziland?148 

 
This diverges from other common stories of Liverpool and anti-slavery, where those holding 

abolitionist sentiments are vilified in public; Roscoe lost his parliamentary seat and came home 

to an angry mob after voting in favour of abolition, Clarkson was almost pushed in the Mersey, 

and other Liverpool notables such as Dr /ǳǊǊƛŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭy associate their names with 
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 Dr. Joseph Goebbels, "The Reply to British Propaganda," The Daily Telegraph and Morning Post, 
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abolition for fear of losing business, friends and standing. It seems in this discursive context, 

their hero-martyr status is not so useful. The author ends with a dramatic outline of the 

ΨǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώƛϐǘ ǿŀǎ 

a period of horrors and profits. But it roused the wrath of Britons and was suppressed over a 

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƎƻΩΣ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

fitting in national perceptions of warfare in the coming months and years. However, not 

everyone was so quick to accepǘ DƻŜōōŜƭǎΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴƪ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

wet from his engagement in the Peacock Debate concurrently taking place in the 9ŎƘƻΩǎ sister 

paper, Arthur Wardle joins in this reaction by suggesting that both the German minister and 

the Liverpudlian letter-writer were spreading untǊǳǘƘǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ΨDr Goebbels, 

Mr Bradshaw, and every Liverpool school boy should be told immediately that not a single 

slave shipment was ever made from the port of Liverpool.Ω149 

.ǊŀŘǎƘŀǿΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƴŜver out rightly claimed that slaves were shipped from Liverpool, 

ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ LƴŘƛŜǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ 

GoebbelsΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 

coloured ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎŀǊƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚΩΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅΦ ²ŀǊŘƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ 

symptomatic of an awareness of the existing discourse of slavery in the city, within which the 

ΨƳȅǘƘΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘΦ {ƭŀǾŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ 

perhaps the only aspect of GoebbelsΩǎ text that Wardle could deny, even if it is a 

ƳƛǎƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ²ŀǊŘƭŜΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜrpool Echo draws a link 

between the slavery debates happening concurrently across the two papers by reprinting 

wƻōŜǊǘ DƭŀŘǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ150 Interestingly, responses to 

this discursive exchange in the Manchester press agree that Liverpool was heavily dependent 

on the slave trade, using the George Cooke anecdote (though without accrediting this to 

/ƻƻƪŜύ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώƳϐŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ōǊƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŎŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ 

with the blood of a negro slaveΩΦ151  
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Conclusion 

 
Lƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜǎΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǇǳǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ 

concerning its history, as seen in the Peacock Debate of 1939, or more consciously over its 

ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ мффф ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴg remembrance days, plaques and 

apologies, memory is shown to be an active, if contested, exchange. The debates themselves, 

whilst frequently driven by their own contemporary circumstances, politics and subject 

positioning, nonetheless exhibit some common themes and lines of argument. These revolve 

around the nature and significance of slavery to Liverpool, the impact on the built environment 

όƛΦŜΦ ǿƘŀǘ ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΦ 

These last two points will converge and be examined further in Chapter Eleven. The memory of 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ƛǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 

Liverpool at its centre. Arguments of defence frequently reflect pro-slavery arguments of the 

ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜŦŜƴŎŜΩ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ 

century, the defence turns its attention to downplaying the significance of slavery to the city 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ΨŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎΩ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ 

take the opposite route, stressing its significance to the city as well as the brutal realities of the 

enslavement process. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭΩ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴΣ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ 

embroiled in politics and social, cultural contexts of any given time, which includes instances 

ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ƛǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

subject matter. This further complicated engagements with this history and highlights the 

broader realms memory extends into, beyond the obvious markers of commemoration, and 

perhaps, beyond the light cast by metaphorical lampposts.  
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Conclusion to Part One 

 
¢ƘŜ ΨŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀvery has been shaped by ΨspecificΩ and 

ΨschematicΩ narratives which relate not only to the history of Liverpool and slavery, but to 

ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ΨǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ These have been further 

complicated by processes of drawing on history to forge collective civic identities, particularly 

at the beginning of the nineteenth century, though remnants of this contradictory process 

have remained in discursive legacies of paraŘƻȄƛŎŀƭ ǇƘǊŀǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƘŀƳŜΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƭǳŎǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ by the debates over 

the history (and memory) of slavery in the city. However, ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ-memory 

discourse can be undersǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŘŜōŀǘŜΩ; as part of a process of contestation, 

disagreement and struggle over how the past is represented, engaged with, and understood.  

 The narratives, motifs, discursive devices and lines of argument explored in Chapters 

Three to Six repeat across the longue durée ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ-memory discourse. They ebb 

and flow across time and genre, and will rise again throughout Parts Two and Three, repeated 

in a variety of different contexts and circumstances. The interconnection between aspects 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ 

ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǳǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

moments which address the use of history in processes of foregrounding collective civic pride, 

national identity narratives, or, processes of global memorialization. This will be the subject of 

Part Two.
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PART TWO 

~ 

 

Moments of  Memory: Birthdays, 
Anniversaries and Calendric 

Reoccurrence 
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Introduction to Part Two 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ tŀǊǘ ¢ǿƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ 

memory; events which mark centenaries, anniversaries or annually repeated days and months. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ψ.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩ ǿƛǘƘ the Abolition Act of 1807 (as discussed in 

relation to 1907 and 1957, Chapter Seven) is an interesting, if complicated, example of the use 

of history in constructions of collective civic identity, and the awkward negotiation of Liverpool 

and slavery within this. The commemoration of the centenaries of the births and deaths of 

ΨƘŜǊƻŜǎΩΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǊŜ-awakened by celebration and historical scholarship within the 

1930s occurs alongside the centenary of the Emancipation Act (1933/4), allowing heroes 

(William Roscoe and William Wilberforce) and humanitarian heroic endeavour to be 

celebrated simultaneously (Chapter Eight). In the second half of the twentieth century the 

growing proliferation of activity concerning black history in the public domain, foregrounded 

by the repeated commemorative marker of Black History Month, impacts on the memory of 

slavery, albeit often in divisive ways. A focus on black history also feeds into the instigation of 

Slavery Remembrance Day, shifting the focus of memory from abolition to slavery, yet carrying 

distinct undercurrents of Liverpudlian identity discourses (Chapter Nine). Part Two will end 

with a discussion of 2007; of Birthdays and Bicentenaries. 

/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ΨŦǊŀƳƛƴƎΩ Ƙistoric 

events, marking out particular ways of understanding the past and crucially its significance for 

the present, initially with the often authoritative suggestion that they should be remembered 

in the first instance, but also through the memory work which is employed in achieving this.1 

They are, by their very nature, social events in which people are being asked to actively engage 

with the performance of the past being enacted, either through direct participation or the 

process of witnessing.2 CentenaǊƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ 

reinvigorate particular symbolic associations of contemporary identity with a historic memory 

through the resurrection of narratives of the past and other memory work to be temporarily 

drawn upon. This is a process which can be strengthened through repetition and reinforced 

through calendric reoccurrence, a process all the more potent in annual reoccurrence seen 

with Slavery Remembrance Day.3 The marking of the anniversary of the King John Charter of 

                                                           
1
 Irwin-Zarecka, Frames of Remembrance, 5. 

2
 See Cubitt, History and Memory, 43; Eviatar Zerubavel, Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social 

Shape of the Past  (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003). 

3
 Cubitt, History and Memory, 220. 
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мнлт ŀǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳōǳŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛŎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 

through history. Jeffrey Olick and Joyce Robbins suggest that various levels of identities are 

ΨŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƳƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŎ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳǎΩΣ ƻŦ 

which commemorative occasions present a particularly active example (discussed further 

below).4 As Geoffrey Cubitt has highlighted, however, these commemorations rarely 

exclusively focus on the event they mark. Liverpool was not sƛƳǇƭȅ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

moment when King John signed the charter of 1207, but expanding the potential scope of this 

anniversary through a symbolic lens with which to view (or rather with which to construct and 

celebrate) an apparently complete verǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ5 Such focal points, 

ƻǊ ΨǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ Ŧǳǎƛƻƴώǎϐ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΩΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 

story and crucially to realign meaning with the presentation of the past being offered at that 

moment.6 CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ŀ ΨōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ΨŜǾƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

marking such moments enables an insight into processes of collective identity through 

memory work.7  Anthony Smith stresses the importance of these types of commemorations to 

the definition of the collective identity of ethnicity, where the celebration of the foundation 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ŀ ΨŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŦƛŎǘƛǾŜΩ 

this may be.8 The choice of this charter as the symbolic founding point of the city draws 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ΨǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΩ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 

on which identity can be played out. As Eviatar ZeǊǳōŀǾŜƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ Ψ[o]rigins help 

articulate identities, and where communities locate their beginnings tells us quite a lot about 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦΩ9 Lƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 

and historically recognised charter of 700 years prior to these commemorative events sought 

to legitimise ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘȅΩΦ10 

                                                           
4
 J. K. Olick and J. Robbins, "Social Memory Studies: From "Collective Memory" to the Historical 

Sociology of Mnemonic Practices," Annual Review of Sociology 24(1998): 124. 

5
 Cubitt, History and Memory, 221. 

6
 Zerubavel, Time Maps, 46. 

7
 Cubitt, History and Memory, 221. 

8
 Anthony Smith, 1999, quoted in Ibid., 223. 

9
 Zerubavel, Time Maps, 101. 

10
 This is a line repeated within many nineteenth and early twentieth century histories of Liverpool. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

~ 

King John and the Abolition Act in 
1907 and 1957 

 

Introduction  

 
[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ΨōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ мнлтΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǇŀǘŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ 

King John, designating Liverpool a free borough. In 1807, the Act for the Abolition of the British 

Slave Trade was passed by Parliament, marking the end of an activity in which Liverpool had 

been heavily involved, crucially throughout the public debates concerning the moral, economic 

and political arguments against it ς and at the time of its abolition. From 1907, when 

9ŘǿŀǊŘƛŀƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ΨōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩ ƛƴ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

themes met in awkward and contradictory ways. Both 1907 and 1957 illustrate the 

complicated process of negotiating Liverpool and slavery alongside fostering a sense of civic 

pride and collective identity performed through commemorative rituals. Though downplayed 

ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 

ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛc story. However, the silences which 

Řƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ΨƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎΩΣ1 a process which focused on actively 

rearranging, contesting and re-signifying the memory of slavery in Liverpool in line with 

broader discourses of civic patriotism in 1907 and of wider argumentative and racialised 

discourses of imperialistic paternalism in 1957.  

1907: Performing Civic Patriotism 

 

On the 13th February 1907, Liverpool City Council decided that a celebration of the 700th 

!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ charter should take place that year.2 The celebrations included a 

                                                           
1
 Connerton, How Societies Remember, 14. 

2
 LRO, Liverpool, Council Proceedings 1906-7, 352 COU, Meeting of the Council of the City of Liverpool 

13th February 1907 
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ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ Řŀȅ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘΣ ŀ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ IŀƭƭΣ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

the Channel Fleet consisting of 14 Battleships and Cruisers, firework displays and the 

production of a commemorative medal. The final report of the celebrations claimed that the 

ƳƻƴŜȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ 

must have very greatly benefitted the trade of the City, as well as given healthy amusement 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎΩΣ which John Belchem has suggested proves that the 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ ΨŜŀǊƭȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅΩΦ3 However, the final report also stressed the 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ΨǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘΦΩ4  

In The Report of the Town Clerk, Edward Pickmere states that the celebrations should 

ΨǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎύ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΩ ŀƴŘ ΨōǊƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩΦ5 

The use of history in these objectives was blatantly stated, and there was a perceived need to 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ !ǎ 

the Chairman of the Sept-ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ CǊŀƴƪ WΦ [ŜǎƭƛŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 

citizenship has always drawn its strength from the lessons of history, and there could hardly be 

ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǊŜƭŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩΦ6 

Leslie likens the necessity for knowledge of the past to individual memory, warning of the 

dangers of amnesia: 

 
A man who through mental affliction has lost his memory is a pathetic object, and we, 
whether as a nation or as a city, have in our pre-occupation been in danger of losing 
all memory of our own past. May we not have dimly felt that this was so, and may not 
these historical pageants be the outcome of that feeling?7 
 

 

                                                           
3
 LRO, Liverpool, Liverpool City Council Proceedings 1906-1907, John Japp and Frank John Leslie, 700th 

Anniversary of the Foundation of Liverpool: Report of the General Committee to the City Council, 1907, 
10. Belchem, "Introduction," 9. 

4
 Japp and Leslie, Report of the General Committee, 10. 

5
 LRO, Liverpool, Liverpool City Council Proceedings (1906-1907), Edward R. Pickmere, Proposed 

Celebration of the 700th Anniversary of the Foundation of Liverpool: Report of the Town Clerk, 1907, 3. 

6
 Frank John Leslie, "Our 700th Anniversary and Civic Patriotism," Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, April 

5th 1907. 

7
 Frank John Leslie, "Liverpool's Birthday Pageant - Some Final Pictures," Liverpool Daily Post and 

Mercury, July 3rd 1907 
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[ŜǎƭƛŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƘƻ an onlooker would see walking 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ŀǎǘƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƎƻƴŜ ōȅΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇŀǎǘΩ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛǎΣ 

ΨwƻǎŎƻŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǘǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΩΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘǎ of slave traders, and indeed the enslaved 

Africans who were sold in the Coffee Shops around that very street, do not appear from the 

ŜǘƘŜǊΦ [ŜǎƭƛŜ ŜƴŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƘƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳΩ ŦǊƻƳ 

the depths of memory which should counter criticisms levelled against the city: 

 
It is memories such as these that the celebrations in August next will revive, and they 
will fail in much of the designed result if they do not also revive the spirit of civic 
patriotism which in the past has done so much for our city, and in the future can do 
ƳƻǊŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƛƳŜǎέ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ мутпΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
ά[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜƎƭƛƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ 
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ8 

 

Whilst there was a distinct silence surrounding the year 1907 as the centenary of abolition 

nationally,9 and this particular Act was not commemorated in Liverpool either, the slave trade 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀƎŜŀƴǘΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

of the city could not avoid reference to. In this way, Liverpool stands apart from the rest of the 

country in 1907 by talking about slavery when other places perhaps were not, although this 

ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ 

of civic pride.  A particularly celebratory tone was thus adopted and dissonance further 

obscured through tactical omissions and distorted misrepresentation through the parody of 

performance.  

 

Exhibiting Slavery 

 

                                                           
8
 Leslie, "Our 700th Anniversary and Civic Patriotism." The PostΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ мфлт ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ ΨōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΩΣ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ 
ΨώƻϐƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƴŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŎƘƛŜŦƭȅ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƻǊȅΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ 
words. "Best Wishes for the Pageant!," Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, August 3rd 1907. 

9
 Oldfield, Chords of Freedom. 
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The historical exhibition held at the Walker Art Gallery in July contained a limited number of 

ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψ{ǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ¢ǊŀŘŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ (Figure 7).10 The 

ŎƻƭƭŀǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ŀƴǘƛ-slavery campaigner James Cropper was noted without discussion of who 

else in Liverpool might have used this artefact for its intended purpose, or indeed that it would 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƘƻǇǎΦ11  

William Roscoe, however, featured regularly in the exhibition. From commemorative items 

such as medals marking the centenary of his birth, a bust from 1820 and a Wedgewood 

portrait, to items once owned by Roscoe himself such as his walking cane, a pencil case or 

items associated with him such as a hat ribbon worn by his election supporters in 1806 (see 

                                                           
10

 Liverpool Libraries Museums and Arts Committee, Catalogue of the Historical Exhibition held at the 
Walker Art Gallery 15th July - 10th August 1907, in connection with the celebration of the 700th 
anniversary of the foundation of Liverpool  (Liverpool: Lee & Nightingale, 1907), 9. An image of this piece 
also appeared within the London newspaper The Sphere, in a specially produced supplement about 
[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ тлл

th
 anniversary celebrations (Figure 7). See "Celebrating Liverpool's Foundation: 700 Years 

of Municipal History," The Sphere: An Illustrated Newspaper for the Home 1907. 

11
 ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ Ψ647   Slave collar, with ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜΩǎ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ƛƴǘƻ 

the bush. This collar was procured by Mr. James Cropper, who was closely associated with Mr. Thomas 
Clarkson and Mr. Wilberforce in the work for the abolition of the Slave Trade, and was used at their 
meetings to illustrate the cruelties practised on slaves.Ω Liverpool Libraries Museums and Arts 
Committee, Catalogue of the Historical Exhibition, 79. 

Figure 7: Early Liverpool Pottery, The Sphere. No. 
394. London: August 10th, 1907 
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Figure 8ύΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ wƻǎŎƻŜ ΨǾƻǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƛƭōŜǊŦƻǊŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ !ōƻƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŎ-like object in 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƴǳŦŦ ōƻȄ Ψmade from oak taken from the house in which Wm. Roscoe was 

ōƻǊƴΦΩ12 

The section of the exhibition on historic documents, charters and books was curated 

by Robert Gladstone (also vice-chairman of the Historical Exhibition). A brief collection of 11 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǎƘƛǇ ƭƛǎǘǎΣ ōƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ 

lading and insurance policies.13 However, as John Belchem has discovered, Robert Gladstone 

wrote a letter to the Liverpool Courier which illustrates the contested nature of memory 

through highlighting the extent to which authoritative figures within the city obscured slavery 

from official narratives of Liverpool: 

 
I was unable to give in my section of it a complete collection of the materials for the 
history of the Liverpool slave trade. The catalogue does not contain any mention of the 
ǘǿƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƻƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƭŀǾŜ 
Ship .ƻƻƳΩ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ мттф ǘƻ мтфнΦ 

                                                           
12

 Ibid., 67-8. 

13
 "Old Liverpool at Walker Art Gallery - Pictures and Handicrafts," Liverpool Daily Post & Mercury, July 

13th 1907, 10. 

Figure 8: Politics and Vanity in Old Liverpool. The Sphere. No. 

394. London: August 10th, 1907 
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The fault is not mine. The authorities in charge of the Public Library flatly refused me 
permission to include these volumes in our Exhibition, on the ground (so I understand) 
that it was desirable to supress and conceal the evidence of the important part taken 
ōȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΧL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
our catalogue as a book of reference should cut out this letter and insert it at page 
156.14 

 
The copy of this catalogue currently in the collection of the Athenaeum Library, Liverpool, has 

DƭŀŘǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мрсΦ  

 

The Pageant 

 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ΨƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ²ŀǊǿƛŎƪΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘΦ15 The Pageant took place on 

Edge Lane Hall Grounds and Wavertree Park on August 2nd to August 6th and a further free 

performance took place on the 10th. There was a perceived need to show how Liverpool, 

against popular speculation, had a long history which was deserving of this type of celebration. 

According to Frank Leslie, and echoing a familiar discursive motif, the pageant was intended to 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ΨǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƘŀƳƭŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘƛŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ16 

The Historical Procession included over one thousand historical characters and 12 cars 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ΨǇŜǊƛƻŘǎΩΦ17 It was estimated that 

upwards of 200,000 people attended the pageant displays which culminated in a patriotic 

ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƭƎŀǊΩǎ Land of Hope and Glory.18  

 

                                                           
14

 Gladstone, Robert 1907. Quoted in Belchem, "Liverpool's Story is the World's Glory," 19. 

15
 Pickmere, Report of the Town Clerk, 5. Pageantry has a long history, largely based in the display of the 

Royal Entry and folk-customs surrounding the May Day Festivities (Liverpool had actors performing the 
roles of Robin Hood, Maid Marian and Friar Tuck within its procession in 1907). Robert Withington has 
ǘŜǊƳŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ-ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ wƛǇƻƴΩǎ Millenary 
Celebration of 1886. Robert Withington, English Pageantry: An Historical Outline  (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1926), 163. 

16
 Programme of the Pageant. 

17
 The Periods were: Ancient Britons, Norsemen and Saxons; Normans and Plantagenets; Days of the 
.ŀǊƻƴǎΤ 9ŀǊƭȅ 5ŀȅǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŘŜΤ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ aƻƭȅƴŜŀǳȄǎΤ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǳŘƻǊǎΤ aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ-Eve Pageant in 
9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΤ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǳŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΤ ²ŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΤ ¢ƘŜ !ƎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǊΣ мтрс-1815; The Age 
of Commerce and Industry, roadways, waterways, steam. Taken from Ibid., 18-41. 

18
 Ibid., 59. 
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Wealth and Charity: Positioning Slavery in the Pageant 

 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ 

Ψ{ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ /ŀǊΩ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Period IX: Wealth and Charity (Figures 9 and 10). The 

ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŘƻŎƪ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ {ǘŜŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŎŀǊΣ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀƎŜŀƴǘΩΣ19 was designed by Mr. G. Chowne20 and was described in the Pageant 

Programme as follows: 

 
Seated on a throne, under a canopy of gold and brown, is a draped figure typifying 
ά²ŜŀƭǘƘέΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ŎƻǊƴǳŎƻǇƛŀΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ άǎƭŀǾŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΣέ WƻƘƴ bŜǿǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ IǳƎƘ /ǊƻǿŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
commanded a slave ship while studying for the Ministry, and was afterwards a highly 

                                                           
19

 "Liverpool's 700th Birthday Pageant," Liverpool Courier, August 5th 1907. 

20
 It seems most likely that this is Gerard Chowne (1875-1917) a portrait, landscape and flower painter. 

He was born in India and studied at the Slade School, Paris and Rome. He taught painting at Liverpool 
University 1905ς8 but soon moved to the Sandon Studios, Liverpool which began as a society in 1905 
and aimed to create an alternative art studio in Liverpool independent of London influence. See Mary 
Chamot, Dennis Farr, and Martin Butlin, The Modern British Paintings, Drawings, and Sculpture, Volume 
1  (London: Tate Gallery, 1965); National Museums Liverpool, "Art in Revolution: Liverpool 1911 online 
catalogue," ed. National Museums Liverpool (Liverpool: National Museums Liverpool, 2011). 
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker/exhibitions/art-in-revolution/online-catalogue.aspx 
(accessed March 13, 2011) 

Figure 9: ΨThe Liverpool Slave-trade Car. Period A.D. 1709ΩΦ ό¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
quotation below). Taken from Liverpool Records Office. Celebration of the 700th Anniversary of 
ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊΥ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭǎ ϧ 
connected with the Festival August 1907. Replacing the volume destroyed by enemy action 4 May 
1941 

http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker/exhibitions/art-in-revolution/online-catalogue.aspx
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respected Liverpool Divine. Behind her stands another famous slavetrader, and at 
each end of the Car is a group of slaves, while at the back is shown a slave driver. On 
each side of the Car are six slaves and a driver.21 

 

The car was decorated with chains and manacles which ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƎŀǾŜ Ψŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ΨώƛϐƴǘŜƴǎŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƳǇŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƻƴ 

ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦΩ22 Pageantry at the beginning of the twentieth century rarely included 

black people, and even American Pageantry around this time seldom performed narratives of 

black American history, yet when it did this predominantly focused on representations of 

slavery and emancipation, racial stereotypes and depictions of Southern black people as 

ΨŎƻƳƛŎ ōǳŦŦƻƻƴǎΩΦ23 ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘΦ24 This was said to add an air of 
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 Programme of the Pageant, 38-9. 

22
 "Processional Cars - The Slave Trade Car," Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, August 5th 1907. The sale 
ƻŦ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ψǘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ όThe Sphere) 
"Celebrating Liverpool's Foundation." 

23
 ²Φ9Φ.Φ 5ǳōƻƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ΨŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘǊȅ ŀǎ ōƭŀŎƪ Ŧƻƭƪ ŘǊŀƳŀΩΣ ōȅ 

writing and directing a black history pageant, The Star of Ethiopia in 1913. See David Glassberg, 
American Historical Pageantry: The Uses of Tradition in the Early Twentieth Century  (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1990), 131-32. 

Figure 10Υ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ tŀƎŜŀƴǘΣ /!w ά¢ƘŜ {ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜΦέ мфлт ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǎǘŎŀǊŘ 

owned by author 
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authenticity to the scene, although within the /ƻǳǊƛŜǊΩǎ description, the parody of 

performance illustrates a distinct sanitization of a traumatic past: 

  
ώΧϐ and at each end of the car, to give realism to the scene, was a group of negroes, 
while at the back was shown a slave driver with his whip, but which did not appear to 
be a very formidable instrument of torture. On each side of the car were six slaves 
and driver, but, in the true spirit of pageantry, all appeared in the happiest of moods 
and on the best possible terms.25 

 
One article concerning the slave trŀŘŜ ŎŀǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ άŘŀǊƪƛŜǎέΣ ώΧϐ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

appearing as slaves harried by cruel drivers, were typical of the modern freedom and 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩΦ26 If this article is suggesting that the contemporary 

treatment of black peopƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ΨŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙƻǘƭȅ 

contested within a letter written to the Post in March earlier that year in which a black man 

living in Liverpool outlines the discrimination he faces finding employment on board ships 

because of his skin colour. He argues that there are few black people compared to white in the 

city but that they are British citizens and as such should be granted the same rights. 

Interestingly, he draws attention to the exploitation which lies at the foundatƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ 

wealth:  

 
I often wonder if the shipowners and those who govern this country ever think for 
one moment that the ships and the great wealth of this country of which they boast 
are the tears and blood of my forefathers which they have taken and are still taking 
from their land, and they, the people of this country refuse to give us a chance of 
earning a little of what has been taken from us, they may speak of America and 
criticise the actions of the white people towards the coloured race, if a charge of 
crime is brought against a poor unfortunate he is taken out and lynched, but on the 
other hand they will not deprive one of the chance of earning his daily bread on 
account of colour, as is done in this country.27 

                                                                                                                                                                          
24

 "Liverpool's 700th Birthday Pageant." ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ΨŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ 
LƴŘƛŜǎ ƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƳŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǊǎŜȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
narrative of slavery in LiveǊǇƻƻƭΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŜǊǊƻǊΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
would have taken place in Liverpool, is unclear. There is no reaction recorded to this statement within 
the letters pages following the publication of this article. 

25
 Ibid. 

26
 "Slavery and Freedom," Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, August 5th 1907. 

27
 Edward B. Hinds, "Grievances of coloured men in Liverpool," Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, March 

1st 1907. Replies were published following the publication of this letter including one response which 
ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ Ψquite as good seamen as the white man, 
and just as hard workersΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŦǳƭƭ ƴŜƎǊƻ ŎǊŜǿǎΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΥ George 
C. Thomas, "The Troubles of Coloured Men," Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, March 4th 1907. Whilst 
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Tellingly, if frustratingly, the identity of those who took on the role of slaves within the 

pageant remains a mystery as the pageant cast list, which includes the names of all other 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ aƻƭƭȅ .ǳǎƘŜƭƭΩǎ Ψ{ǿŜŜǘǎ /ŀǊΩΣ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

men. 

The ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨƳƻǎǘ ƭǳŎǊŀǘƛǾŜΩ28 trading endeavour, within a 

performance of its historical narrative conflicted with the stated aims of the pageant. This 

ŘƛǎǎƻƴŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώƭϐƻŎŀl pride 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ ŀ ǘƻƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ά¢ƘŜ {ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜέΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ 

ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ΨǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŝarly history of the port 

ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘΦΩ29 Attempts to negotiate the conflicts and 

contradictions of aligning slavery within a celebration fell into awkward patterns of juxtaposing 

cruelty with kindness and wealth with charity: 

 
Unhappily, the opportunity came to it of making money quickly in a traffic of which 
we cannot now be proud ς the buying and selling of slaves. Many of the old Liverpool 
merchants who built up vast fortunes in this way seem to have been very wealthy and 
highly respected citizens, examples of all the virtues of which go to the making of God 
fearing, clean-living Englishmen. They were generous of their wealth, and to them 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƴƻōƭŜǎǘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǿŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ 
distinctive title for this somewhat mixed and perplexing period of our pageant, and it 
was the ingenuity of Mr Legge, our new director of education, which coined for us the 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ²ŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
ill-gotten, and of Charity, whicƘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜǘƘ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƴǎέΦ30 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨAs a rule, coloured men are not very sharp on board ship, especially in 
steamers, and in these days that counts for muchΩ ǎŜŜ A. Meadows, "The Troubles of Coloured Men," 
Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, March 4th 1907. 

28
 Muir, History of Liverpool, 185. 

29
 "Processional Cars - The Slave Trade Car."; "Slavery and Freedom."; "Liverpool's 700th Birthday 

Pageant." 

30
 Frank John Leslie, "Liverpool's Birthday - Some More Pageant Pictures and Their Stories," Liverpool 

Daily Post and Mercury, June 21st 1907, 11. 
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Well-gotten and ill-gotten wealth is obscured by aligning slavery with charity, and it is perhaps 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ōŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ΨƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƴǎΩ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ΨǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΩ 

they would have been in their time and that this wealth went on to found charitable 

institutions. Such institutions are immediately celebrated in the following themes of the 

ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ ²ƘƛƭǎǘΣ ŀǎ CǊŀƴƪ [ŜǎƭƛŜ ŀŘƳƛǘǎΣ Ψώƛϐt would have been impossible in any 

faithŦǳƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ 

the slave tradeΩΣ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƛƎƴƛǘŜŘΥ Ψwe shall welcome the appearance of the Bluecoat 

School banner as the advent of a brighter themeΩ όCƛƎǳǊŜ 11).31   

The narrative presented in the procession through car arrangement, places the slave 

trade between a celebration of the engineering feat which made the docking of slave ships 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŜŀƭǘƘΩ ƻf Liverpool is 

thus briefly acknowledged and simultaneously morally distanced from and mitigated. 

 

                                                           
31

 Ibid. The Bluecoat Founder was Bryan Blundell, a sea captain and slave trader involved in the 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳƎŀǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
the Chesapeake. Westgaph, "Built on Slavery." 

Figure 11: Robert Stythe and the children of the Bluecoat Hospital. Taken 
from LRO, Celebration of the 700th !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 
First charter: programmes, photographs, extracts from periodicals & 
connected with the Festival August 1907. Replacing the volume destroyed 
by enemy action 4 May 1941 
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1957: New Worlds and Racialised Arguments  

 
CƛŦǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƴΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ WƻƘƴ .ŜƭŎƘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ 

that the charter celebǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ мфрт ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ 

ŎƛǘȅΩΦ32 This was achieved through narratives of progress and events which celebrated 

industry.33 In a city still physically fragmented by the devastation of war, the need to talk 

progress and illustrate recovery to potential investors and to the psyche of the local 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ трлth birthday 

ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ Ŏivic high-

Ƨƛƴƪǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΩ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ34 This included exhibitions, lectures, sporting 

activities, concerts, guard mount display, street decorating competitions and a special religious 

service held at the Anglican Cathedral to mark the beginning of these events. Originally, 

celebrations were planned on a larger scale ς intended to surpass those of the Festival of 

Britain in 1951, but budgetary cuts downscaled these plans dramatically.35  

A precedent to mark the anniversary year had been set up by the events 1907, and a 

commemorative expectation for some forms of memory work was repeated as standard, such 

as the creation of exhibitions demonstrating a narrative history of Liverpool, and the 

production of commemorative texts.36 However, in 1957, there was an obvious absence of the 

historical pageantry in seen in 1907, omitted because of cost restrictions. There was also a lack 

of commemorative merchandise such as mugs and medals, with emphasis falling instead on 

                                                           
32

 Belchem, "Introduction," 48. 

33
 !ǎ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƭŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ψтрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΩΦ Liverpool 

Chamber of Commerce, Liverpool and Merseyside 1207-1957: 750 Years of Progress  (Derby: Bemrose 
Advertising Limited, 1957). The Industry Advances Exhibition held in Cleveland Square, near Paradise 
Street celebrated Liverpool industry. City of Liverpool 1207-1957: Charter Celebrations 16th to 30th June 
1957,   (Liverpool: Liverpool Corporation, 1957), 6. 

34
 Stephen Wright, "What a Fortnight it will be," Liverpool Daily Echo, September 5th 1956.  

35
 Derek Whale, "Liverpool will celebrate its Charter, and  - THE SQUEEZE WILL NOT STOP OUR CITY 

GOING GAY," Liverpool Evening Express, May 22nd 1956. 

36
 Which in 1907 included Scott, Liverpool; Lacey, History of Liverpool From 1207 to 1907; Muir, History 

of Liverpool; Liverpool Ancient and Modern: Published by the Liverpool Post, Mercury, and Echo Ltd. in 
Commemoration of the 700th Celebration of City Charter,   (Liverpool: Liverpool Post, Mercury, and Echo 
Ltd, 1907). 



  186 

the role of specially produced boƻƪǎΣ ƻǊ ΨƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘŜȄǘǎΩ37 ŀǎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ψŀƭƭ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩΦ38  

The position and significance of the transatlantic slave trade in the narrative of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ мфрт ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅŜŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ Ƴǳch moral justification 

and distancing. William Roscoe received far greater attention and a more central role 

alongside a more pronounced celebration of abolition than had been the case in 1907. The 

mediating role of historians was also of great determining influence. City Librarian and 

historian George Chandler had his council sponsored history Liverpool published in 1957, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎΦ39 

The book itself contained a mere four paragraphs on the slave trade within its 500 pages, two 

of which wholly concerned William Roscoe. Within this text, Chandler states that: 

 
In the long run, the triangular operation based on Liverpool was to bring benefits to all, 
not least to the transplanted slaves, whose descendants have subsequently achieved 
in the New World standards of education and civilisation far ahead of their 
compatriots whom they left behind.40  

 
Both George Chandler and Francis E. Hyde (an economic historian at Liverpool University) 

authored pieces in press special supplements. Much of this echoed their own histories and 

ǎǘŀƴŘǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ wƻǎŎƻŜ όƘƛǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 

мфроΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘύ ŀƴŘ IȅŘŜΩǎ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ economic impact 

of the slave trade (repeating much of an essay also written in 1953).41 

 

Celebrating William Roscoe 

 
Much of the new focus given to Roscoe ς in particular a more vociferous celebration of his 

vote for the Abolition Act of 1807, was demonstrated within specially produced literature. In 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΣ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ 
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 Connerton, How Societies Remember. 

38
 "It's Say it With Music for the Charter Celebrations," Liverpool Daily Echo, May 17th 1957. 

39
 Listener, "Street Parties." 

40
 Chandler, Liverpool, 306. 

41
 George Chandler, William Roscoe of Liverpool  (London: Barsford, 1953); Chandler, Liverpool; Hyde, 

Bradbury, and Marriner, "The Nature and Profitability of the Liverpool Slave Trade." 
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of the slave trade in 1807 and titles one article, William Roscoe and the Abolition of the Slave 

Trade, forging a definitive connection, though only the last three paragraphs of this long article 

ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΦ42 Great 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ΨƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΩ 

ǎƛƴŎŜ ΨώƘϐŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ wŜŦƻǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻǘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 

ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мултΩΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎΣ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ƘƻƭŘǎ wƻǎŎƻŜ ǳǇ Ψŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅΩΣ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄŜǎ ƻŦ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ43  

Similarly, and despite the rather misleading title, In Liverpool ships went the African 

slaves ώΧϐ, less than a quarter of this article discusses the slave trade, with much focus falling 

agaiƴ ƻƴ wƻǎŎƻŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ψώƛϐƴ мулт ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƛȄǘƘ 

ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜΩΦ44 ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ 

poem Mount PleasantΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ŀƭǘhough this 

ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŘŜŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

emphasis of the dependence of the city on the slave trade. 45 Sydney Jeffery similarly described 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜΣ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴǘƛ-slaver, the Morning-Star ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ46 

Within a similar celebration of Men Who Made Liverpool Famous in the Liverpool Evening  

                                                           
42

 Ψ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ мулт ƛƴ 
voting for its abolition during his brief period as Member of Parliament fƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΣ George Chandler, 
"Towards the new industrial city," in City Charter Supplement (Liverpool: Liverpool Daily Post, June 17th 
1957), 5. Ψ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƛŜŦ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǎ aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
abolition of the ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩ George Chandler, "Dates that made Liverpool," in Charter Programme 
(Liverpool: Liverpool Daily Echo, June 17th 1957), 11. George Chandler, "William Roscoe and the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade," Liverpool Daily Echo, July 3rd 1957. 

43
 Chandler, "William Roscoe and the Abolition of the Slave Trade." ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ŀ ΨǇŀǊŀŘƻȄΩ 

because an MP from Liverpool, a town heavily involved in the slave trade, voted for its abolition. 

44
 "In Liverpool ships went the African slaves and apprenticed white children who were to play an 

unhappy but significant part in - Opening up the New World," Liverpool Daily Echo, July 2nd 1957. 
Although no author is acknowledged on this article, it seems highly probable that this piece was either 
written by Chandler or heavily influenced by his writings. The section morally justifying the slave trade 
ǘƘŀǘΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΩ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŦƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ Liverpool as 
Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 
ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΩ όолр-6). It is interesting that an 
additional note ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  

45
 ΨLƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ wƻǎŎƻŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

was wrong to deny others the liberty which Englishmen had acquired for themselves. He also knew at 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻǊŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦΩ Ibid. 

46
 Sydney Jeffery, "The Making of the City," in City Charter Supplement (Liverpool: Liverpool Daily Post, 

June 17th 1957), 6. 
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9ȄǇǊŜǎǎΩǎ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨώƻϐƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƭƛǘŀƴǎΩ ǿƘƻ ΨŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ŦŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻŜǘΣ historian, political pamphleteer, opponent of the 

ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩΦ47 

 

Exhibitions  

 
¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .Ǌƻǿƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

place in the world. All dignitaries who opened exhibitions received either a copy of George 

/ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ William Roscoe of Liverpool or his Council sponsored, Liverpool. The exhibitions 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ !ǎƛŀΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

Commonwealth and the United Kingdom. The International Library was itself opened by 

special guest dignitary Mr. Jacob Blukoo-Allotey of Ghana, who was presented with a copy of 

DŜƻǊƎŜ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ Liverpool by Councillor W.R. Maylor, Ghana having gained independence on 

March 6th that year (see Figure 12). 

 

Liverpool and Africa 

 
The exhibition on [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ was opened by the Rev. Father Trevor 

Huddleston of the Anglican Community of the Resurrection, a former missionary in 

Johannesburg, South Africa. Among those in attendance (tickets for the opening sold out) were 

ΨƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ48 Within his opening speech, Father Huddleston 

discussed racial discrimination in South Africa. He addresses criticisms levelled against him that 

he has only focused on South Africa, stating that  racism exists elsewhere, like in the US South, 

though suggests there is a difference ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ōǳǘ 

that it is sustained and bolstered up by the government in South AfricaΩ. In amongst the 

discussion of contemporary racism, a Post article Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ōƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƛǘȅ 

aided the aōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŘǊƛǾŜΩΣ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǳƴǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƻ 

the words of Mrs Bessie Braddock, who awarded Father Huddleston with a  copy of William 

Roscoe. Braddock ŘǊŀǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
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 "The Men Who Made Liverpool Famous," in City of Liverpool Charter Celebrations 1207-1957: Evening 
Express Charter Supplement (Liverpool: Liverpool Evening Express, June 17th 1957). 

48
 POSTMAN, "House Full," Liverpool Daily Post, January 16th 1957. Although another article described 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊ 5ŜƳǇǎǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩ, "Father Huddleston Opens 
City Show, Asks: Why No Protests on South African Treason Trial?," Liverpool Daily Post, January 17, 
1957. 
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as much courage in 1807 when William Roscoe voted for the abolition of slavery as it took 

Father Huddleston to put his point of view in countries where it has been very unpopulaǊΩΦ 

Councillor W.R. Maylor similarly added that although the city was once central in the slave 

ǘǊŀŘŜΣ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ.49 

Similarly, according to the guide, the exhibition demonstrated how Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

geographical position, wrenched the monopoly of the slave trade from Spain and took a 

ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΦΩ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ ȅŜǘ 

ending the introductory paragraph with a reminder ǘƘŀǘ ΨόǘύƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŎƘƛŜŦǎ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦΩ50  

  The content of the exhibition was criticised within the Manchester Press for its silences 

surrounding slavery, although an acknowledgement is made for bias within the historical 

recordΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ψǿƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ ώΧϐ ƘŀŘ ŘƻǳōǘƭŜǎǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

supportive role Liverpool City Council played in opposing abolition is also criticised.51  

                                                           
49

 "Father Huddleston Opens City Show." 

50
 Order of Proceedings for the Opening of the Exhibition "Liverpool and Africa",   (Liverpool: Liverpool 

Libraries, Museums and Archives Council, 1957). 

51
 ΨώΧϐ the case for abolition is well represented, but not very much is to be seen or heard of its 
ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΩ "News of the North-west - Liverpool and the Slave Trade. Father Huddleston Points a 
Contemporary Moral," The Manchester Guardian, January 17, 1957. 

Figure 12: Mr Stephen Amponsah and Mr George Odartey 
(Elder Dempster trainees) hold the Ghanaian flag on day of 
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ 9ƭŘŜǊ 5ŜƳǇǎǘŜǊΩǎ IŜŀŘ Office. 
Sea: Journal of Elder Dempster Autumn 1957 
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The exhibition prompted a telling article within the Echo (Figure 13), stressing the need 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ΨǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

having done so.52 The author draws on familiar discursive devices such as the celebration of 

ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎΣ ŘƛǎǇǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳȅǘƘǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ όƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

comparative re-ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ΨƘƻƳŜΩΦ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ 

adopts a system of rhetorical questions, each referring to an area which he sets out to dispute. 

Ψ! Ŏƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΚΩ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǎƪǎ, ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨbƻΩ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 

as the only logical answer.  

Directly after noting 1957 as the charter year, Stevens notes the coincidence with ΨǘƘŜ 

150th anniversary of the abolitioƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩΦ53 Liverpool abolitionist names 

surround William Wilberforce, equalling his significance; ΨǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǊŜŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ wƻǎŎƻŜΣ 

Rathbone, Wilberforce, Dr /ǳǊǊƛŜΣ [ƻǊŘ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘhere is a distinct conflict presented 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘΩǎ 

ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘΩ, 

yet throws doubt at the specific significance of slavery as a form of trade by inducing what-if 

historiesΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜΩ ōŜŎŀǳse 

ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ΨǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻol a port to reckon with 

ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŜƭǎŜ ƘŜǊ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ŘƛŘΩΦ54 The rest of the article seeks to morally justify the brutality 

and inhumanity of the slave trade by listing other horrific experiences of the eighteenth 

century: 

 
And what was morally wrong in the 18th century? To send white children into bondage 
overseas? We did that; we called it apprenticeship. Was it sinful to send mites 
scrambling up chimneys to choke in soot? Was it wrong to use women as pit-ponies? 
Was it a moral crime to permit Pressganging? All this happened. 

                                                           
52

 Ian Stevens, "An exhibition opening to-night puts into perspective Liverpool's part in the transport of 
negro slaves: The Skeleton In Our Cupboard Gets A Creak In The Joints," Liverpool Daily Echo, January 
16th 1957. 

53
 He reiterates the overcoming abolition narrative whereby abolition ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ΨŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴǎǘŜad it channelled trade into healthier lanes, increased it, and cemented the 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ Ibid. 

54
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ ¢ƻǳȊŜŀǳΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ мфмл ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

as successful in any other line of tradeΦ ΨIt cannot be gainsaid that this nefarious traffic had done much 
to establish the wealth and foster the prosperity of Liverpool, but, while admitting this, who can say that 
the indomitable perseverance and energy of its people, so amply demonstrated through a long course 
of years would not have ensured an equal prosperity in other directions, perhaps not quite so quickly, 
yet as efficaciously, if this trade had never existed.Ω Touzeau, Rise and Progress of Liverpool, 589. 
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Set against such a background of moral progression, with human conscience tied by 
different values, the sale of black men from a land known only to be fierce and 
primitive stirred little passion in the breast of England.55  

 
 The case is one of moral contextualisation which nonetheless invites the reader to answer 

ΨȅŜǎΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǾǳƭǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ 

ŀōǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŜƴΩ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎƛƳǇly the 

ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŦƛŜǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜΩ ƭŀƴŘΣ ŀŎŎŜƴǘǳŀǘŜǎ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

traumatic experience. Stevens invites a comparison between slavery and equally horrific issues 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ мфрлǎ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣ ΨώǎϐƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘury, loneliness and state-

inspired poverty in an age of plenty. Neither better nor worse than each other, historically 

ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣΩ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Ψ{ƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΗΩ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳǎ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ŏƻƴscience had different opinions about 

ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƘŜƴΦΩ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŜŎƘƻƛƴƎ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΣ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 

consequences, whereby: 

 
The Africans were taken from their backwardness and forced to create new worlds. 
They escaped into slavery from the ju-ju rites and mass killings. They have built a 
culture that is now a Western institution. Out of it has risen the only true Negro 
middle-class in the world. It still fights prejudice, but will win while most of us are still 
alive.56 

 
 
This justifying tone of imperialistic paternalism is continued through the suggestion that 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨƘŜƭǇΩ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢ƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘŜŀƳǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ [ŜǾŜǊ 

Brothers and the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. Through these developments, 

Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘΦΩ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ ŜƴŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦΩ 

 

 
 

                                                           
55
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Conclusion 

 
¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ тллth birthday in 1907 had been a 

demonstration, and indeed defining construction of, civic patriotism largely directed at her 

own citizens and secondly to onlookers, centring on the perceived need to correct 

ƳƛǎŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ƘŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ 

encourage ideals of citizenship. 1957, by contrast, was largely an advert, a promotion of the 

post-war recovery of the city, its industrial progress and openness to new business and 

investment. The cultivation of civic pride through history also had its place in this process, 

Figure 13: Clipping from Ian Stevens, "An exhibition 
opening to-night puts into perspective Liverpool's 
part in the transport of negro slaves: The Skeleton 
In Our Cupboard Gets A Creak In The Joints," 
Liverpool Daily Echo, January 16th 1957 
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ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨǊŜǾƛǾƛŦȅƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŀǎǘΩΦ57   

Both years illustrate the intertextuality of memory work across genre and between 

different activities; discourse evolved and was contested through dialogue created between 

exhibitions, pageant and performances and within written memory work in the local press and 

commemorative literature. Paul /ƻƴƴŜǊǘƻƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘŜȄǘǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

pǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ Ψƴƻƴ-ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘΩ ƻƴŜǎ ōǳǘ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

powerful in the latter, through the physical bodily performances of commemorative ritual. In 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ όΨƴƻƴ-inscribeŘΩ ǘŜȄǘǎύ ŀƴŘ 

ΨƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘΩ ǘŜȄǘǎ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ a commemorative book contrasting 

ΨŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tŀƎŜŀƴǘ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 

1907.58 ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ /ŀǊΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ΨƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘŜȄǘΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ would not otherwise 

have been made. The power of the bodily performance of the pageant here has brought an 

(albeit brief) inclusion of the slave trade into an inscribed-text.  

Throughout the commemorative events of 1907, the use of history as a tool for 

ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾe 

trade and the rhetorical defence of this involvement through the juxtaposition of themes 

oppositional to brutality and cruelty in the name of wealth ς namely the celebration of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ Ψorganised 

ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜǎ ŘƛǎǎƻƴŀƴŎŜΦ59 More overt and 

racialised argumentative lines of defence emerged in 1957; ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ΨǊŀŎŜΩ ǿŀǎ 

prominently on the post-Windrush political and public agenda. Here, the vociferous 

downplaying (indeed, denial) of the significance of the slave trade to Liverpool was a bid to 

obscure particular aspects of history which did not correspond with the identity construction 

being played out.60 What discourse around the 1957 cŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭŀŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ΨǇƻƳǇΩ 

of 1907, it compensated for in justifications of slavery which embodied distinctly racialised and 

paternalistic overtones. This supports the idea that the repetition of commemorative events 
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enables people to engage with revisions of meaning to suit contemporary identity concerns 

and contextual circumstance.61 In activities marking the centenary of the Emancipation Act in 

1933, this also becomes particularly evident. 
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 Cubitt, History and Memory, 221. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT  

~ 

Centenaries of  Heroes and Heroic 
Endeavour: Celebrating Death, Birth, 

and Emancipation 

 

John Oldfield has suggested that the commemoration of anniversaries of abolition and 

ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ΨǳǎŀōƭŜ ǇŀǎǘώǎϐΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǳƭŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳōƻŘȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 

narratives and objectives relevant to contemporary commemorative contexts.1 Marcus Wood 

has similarly suggested that the iconography produced within Emancipation processes, which 

can be extended to the memory of such processes, does not in any meaningful way represent 

eƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ΨǎǇŀǎƳƻŘƛŎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ, creating a mythology of abolition which 

obscures knowledge of transatlantic slavery.2 Whilst 1907 was not marked in a major way 

nationally, even by the Anti-Slavery Society, the centenary of Emancipation was marked to 

such an extent that, as Oldfield argues, this commemorative marker replaced the Abolition 

Act, and in 1957 no major national commemorative events took place. However, as has 

previously been stressed, this national picture cannot be replicated for Liverpool due to 

ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŘƛŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

ΨƘŜǊƻ-ƳŀǊǘȅǊΩ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ƛƭōŜǊŦƻǊŎŜΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ cultural and civic 

ΨƘŜǊƻΩ through processes of memorialisation following his death in 1831, would not rise to be 

the archetypal abolitionist-martyr-hero until his memory is met with the influence of adjacent 

centenaries of other such national heroes, and, crucially, the centenary of the Emancipation 

Act in 1933. 

 

The Uses of Emancipation in 1933 and 1934 

 

                                                           
1
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2
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In Liverpool in 1933 and 1934 the commemoration of Emancipation replicates some aspects of 

national commemorative activity during these years, yet more activities are undertaken 

through a religious framework which foregrounds a ǿƘƛǘŜ ΨǎǇŀǎƳƻŘƛŎΩ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ōȅ 

(re)creating an emancipatory memory forged within the redemption concept. The sermons, 

articles and discourse articulated during these years illustrate the ways in which abolition, and 

ƘŜǊŜΣ 9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨǳǎŜŘΩΣ ƻǊ perverted to suit contemporary circumstance; 

justifying colonial endeavour and, more significantly, religious missionary activity. Whilst this 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ΨŎƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ 

otherǎΩ ōƻǘƘ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘΣ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ 

the city, diverging from national trends of a largely unproblematic celebration of white 

philanthropic activity.  

The growth of anti-slavery and abolitionism rose alongside a revival of the missionary 

movement in the nineteenth century. Andrew Porter suggests missionary activity rose to a 

ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΩ ōȅ муффΣ ǿƘŜƴ млΣллл .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ3 

Both movements, Duncan Rice has posited, had the problem of freedom at their core; freedom 

ŦǊƻƳ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōƻƴŘŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ όŀƴ ΨƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩύΦ4 Both were also criticised 

for domestic failings in light of their foreign activity, for ignoriƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǎΩ 

of industrialising Britain or disregarding their flocks at home in the name of misguided 

ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ψƭƻǿƭȅ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΩΦ5 .ƻǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ 

business proposals at home, Corn Law Repeal and the Reform Act, and the substitution of 

ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎƭŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ΨƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜΩ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ6 Though the relationship 

between missionaries and abolitionists was (in theory) a mutually supportive one, the 

connection between religion and empire was complicated by increasing levels of missionary 

autonomy during a period in which church and state were extricating from one another.7 
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Missionaries increasingly looked at imperial politics with suspicion and resentment, fuelling 

greater tension and divisions between the two power structures and producing an increasingly 

ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳΦ8 

The activities of religious groups in the peripheries, however, impacted upon socio-

cultural contexts within the core. They shaped .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀΩ 

through stories of missionary adventure articulated through an anti-slavery discourse. So much 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ǿŀǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ΨōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƻƳŜΩ ōȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳent 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎΩ ƻŦ [ƛǾƛƴƎǎǘƻƴŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ 

African and Saharan slave trades.9 Culturally, the work of missionaries at home and abroad 

was interconnected and inter-influential, there being heathen classes in both contexts in need 

of saving through conversion. Susan Thorne has argued that a mutually impacting discourse 

ǿŀǎ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ΨƻǘƘŜǊǎΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ǊŀŎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ΨŎƭŀǎǎŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ΨǊŀŎŜŘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

of the colonial encounter.10 IŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ψǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻΩ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ 

ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳΩ ŀŎǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΣ ǎƘŀǊŜǎΣ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ όǊŜύŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ 

ideas of racialised heathen classes in need of moral redemption.  

The culturally incestuous relationship between anti-slavery and religious missionary 

movements has forged a memory of slavery, or more specifically a memory of emancipation, 

shaped within a religious cognitive framework fashioned by a compelling evangelical discourse. 

9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǳŜ ǘƻ ΨŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎŜΩ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ wŀƭǇƘ ²ŀǊŘƭŀǿ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǊŜŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƛƴ муоп ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜȅ need another 

emancipation ς the emancipation proclaimed by the Gospel JubileeΩΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŜƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

conversion within a biblical context.11 Within this evangelical framework, the concept of 

redemption has been at the forefront of engagements with the memory of slavery and 

emancipation and has continued to frame such remembrance. The related concepts of 

recompense and redemption, for making good past wrongs and saving souls from historic sins 

                                                           
8
 Porter, "Religion and Empire," 383-86. 

9
 Susan Thorne, ""The Conversion of Englishmen and the Conversion of the World Inseparable" 

Missionary Imperialism and the Language of Class in Early Industrial Britain," in Tensions of Empire: 
Colonial Cultures in a Bourgeois World, ed. Frederick Cooper and Ann Laura Stoler (Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 1997), 254; Rice, "The Missionary Context of the British Anti-Slavery Movement," 
150. 
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 Thorne, "The Conversion of Englishmen," 254. 

11
 Ralph Wardlaw from a sermon made to mark British West Indian Emancipation in 1834, quoted in 

Rice, "The Missionary Context of the British Anti-Slavery Movement," 158. 
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forged a Christian cognitive framework which, through the further and increasingly active 

public presence and work of both anti-slavery advocates and religious missionaries, formed a 

membrane of guilt through which future memories of slavery and emancipation would be 

viewed and interpreted.   

The concept of redemption within slavery memory has been further informed by 

temporal constructs which align to Judeo-Christian discourse. David Brion Davis, writing on the 

мрлǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀƴ Ψ9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ 

aƻƳŜƴǘΩΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ freedom-giving, is a myth which has been furthered by 

subsequent acts of memory. Emancipation was, in practicality, gradual - a long, drawn out 

process of policy change, clauses and compromise which saw slavery graduate to indenture; 

freedom from bondage leading into economic reliance and servitude. Davis suggests that 

understandings of emancipation in Western and European contexts have largely been forged 

within a framework of Judeo-/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΣ ƻŦ ΨŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΩΤ ǿƛǘƘ 

art and images of abolition further endorsing ideas of spontaneous heroic acts of white 

freedom-giving and black passive gratitude.12 Like the Calvinist sinner, the recipient of 

ΨŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ŘŜōǘΣ ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎǊŜating a 

new bondage, one of obligation.13 This new status of domination was itself justified through a 

rhetoric cast in a religious discourse concerning freedom, which in 1933 and 1934 utilised the 

ƳȅǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ aƻƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ муоо ŀƴŘ муопΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛde later acts of nineteenth 

century imperial mission to create a heritage of Emancipation, a backdrop of spontaneous 

moral moments of righteous action, used to frame contemporary missionary activity. 

 Nationally, 250 commemorative events took place between March 1933 and 

November 1934 which included meetings, special religious services, 17 performances of a 

pageant play, and lantern lectures.14 These events and the discourse around them sought to 

reinforce national identity narratives concerning the morality of British Imperial endeavour, 

celebrating the righteousness of an Empire which abolished slavery, as an Empire which could, 

in the early 1930s, be justified in extending its reach in the name of emancipation. Within this 

process, William Wilberforce was elevated as the heroic torch through which liberation 
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 This is a process Davis likens to the manumission ritual. See also Chapter Eleven for a discussion of the 
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13
 Ibid., 17-18. 
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shone.15 Wilberforce, more than any other abolitionist, was held aloft as an idol of national 

ǇǊƛŘŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ΨŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƻǊǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴǘƛ-

Slavery Society, Sir John Harris encapsulated much of the discourse surrounding the meaning 

of Emancipation in 1933/34 by suggesting that the best way to honour the Anti-Slavery heroes 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ Ψǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦŜǊǾŜƴǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ the 

ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ16 Commemorative events, sermons and national 

ǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ψŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ-Řŀȅ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ in foreign places. Sir 

John Harris spoke in Liverpool during the commemorations. At a lecture (29th October 1933) 

ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ-day slavery cause as a form of 

commemoration in itself, Harris suggested that whilst monuments have been erected for 

ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎΣ ΨƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 

reminder of their work, they would say ς άCƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪΣ ǎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ŦǊŜŜέΩΦ17 IŀǊǊƛǎΩǎ 

lecture did include some aspects which were specific to his host city, and when discussing the 

ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎ ŦŀŎŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώƛϐǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜƭƭ-known that this very city 

of Liverpool took a prominent part in protesting against the abolition of the slave traffic, and 

spent thousands of pounds supporting the system of slave-owning and slave-ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎΦΩ18 Local 

press coverage of the centenary events in 1933 and 1934 in Liverpool, however contained few 

ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ19  

The need to further the aims of the Anti-Slavery Society by foregrounding the fight 

against modern-day slavery was a key objective of the commemorative centenary. Religious 

groups were specifically requested by the Society to highlight this within commemorative 

sermons and a manifesto appeal was sent to a number of religious leaders and groups.20 John 
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 Discussed by a Bristol local press article alongside Buxton, and yet without reference to the source of 
wealth within the history of that particular port city. See Madge Dresser, "Remembering Slavery and 
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19
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District Reporter, July, 20 1934. 
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Harris had, however, been wary of the angle missionary societies might take within the 

ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ΨŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 

themselves with άōƻƻǎǘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜƛǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ 

much about present-Řŀȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǇǎŜǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

they work in.21  

In Liverpool, with no local organising committee listed in the Anti-Slavery Society 

records, activities surrounding the 1933 and 1934 commemorations were largely organised by 

religious bodies in the city.22 There was very little said in the local press, and activity 

concerning the Emancipation centenary largely consisted of lectures and sermons which took 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ-day 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻƴ-going emancipation 

fight were foregrounded alongside the eleǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ 

Anti-Slavery credentials. In one case, the Catholic Church was itself held up as an abolition 

hero. One of the first lectures given in the city, marking the centenary of the passing of the 

Emancipation Act ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нрǘƘ мфооΣ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ CŀǘƘŜǊ !ǊǘƘǳǊ IǳƎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜǎǘƻƴ Ψ²ƘƛǘŜ 

CŀǘƘŜǊǎΩΣ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мусу ōȅ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ [ŀǾƛƎŜǊƛŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ 

who apparently take their name from their white habit.23 CŀǘƘŜǊ IǳƎƘŜǎΩǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛn 

tƛŎǘƻƴ Iŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ DǳƛƭŘ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŀƴ Řŀȅǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ 

ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΩΦ24 Within an article discussing the lecture, the centenary and contemporary 

abolition efforts are coupled together as mutual moral bedfellows, combining commemorative 

activity with contemporary liberating action: 

 
The subject of slavery might occasion surprise in that it appeared to be one of no 
present day actuality. This year, however, marked the centenary of the abolition of 
slavery in the British Empire, and the commemorations that would be arranged would 
not only commemorate the liberation of slavery, but would attempt to devise means 
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of abolishing slavery from every part of the world, for there were slaves today to the 
number of five to six million.25 

 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ΨƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩΣ 

such surprise perhaps also anticipated by the subject being raised within the context of the 

commemoration of a historic act passed one hundred yeŀǊǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎΩ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΣ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΤ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ 

attention-grabbing beginning lines of articles which predictably turn to celebrations of 

contemporary white philanthropic action and black passivity. Significantly, within this article 

which appeared in the Liverpool Catholic HeraldΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ψin all ages had 

done wonders for the liberation of slavesΩ ƛǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ 

out the work of emancipation through apparently peaceful missionary activity.26 

The work of Catholic missionaries is presented through the prism of abolition, as a 

ƳƻǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƻƴ ǇŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜǊƻŜǎΩ ƻŦ ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ 

celebrated within the centenary, heroes predominantly made up of Non-Conformist 

Evangelicals, Methodists and Quakers. Archbishop of Liverpool, Dr Richard Joseph Downey 

(1881-1953), also presented a lecture as part of Roman Catholic commemorations of 

Emancipation in London in April that year.27 Iƛǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ IǳƎƘŜǎΩǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƎŀƴ ōȅ 

ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ-day slavery.28 To further align historical abolition, 

contemporary commemoration of emancipation and the liberating status of the Catholic 

Church, Downey couples the much celebrated abolitionist of the moment with the historic 

hero-figure of nineteenth century anti-slavery missionary enterprise, stating that although 

modern-Řŀȅ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ψŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ Řŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊe Wilberforce 

                                                           
25

 Ibid. 

26
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 Dr Downey had been appointed as a member of the Catholic Missionary Society in 1911 (thereafter 

becoming dedicated to the conversion of non-Catholics to Roman Catholicism) and was appointed as 
Archbishop of Liverpool in 1928, making him the youngest Roman Catholic archbishop in the world at 
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Goldman, October 2006, http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/32886 (accessed May 2, 2013) 
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 ΨώΧϐ it came as a great surprise to most people living in a civilised community to be told that one 

hundred years after the formal abolition of slavery, there were in the world some five million human 
beings in bondagŜΩ. "Forced Labour and Slavery - Dr. Downey's Protest," Liverpool Daily Post and 
Mercury, April 29, 1933. 
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ŀƴŘ [ŀǾƛƎŜǊƛŜΩ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ still ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ΨǊŜŀƭ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ.29 ¢ƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ IŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ 

5Ǌ 5ƻǿƴŜȅΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘǘƛƴƎ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ-Řŀȅ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΣ 

however, goes further to foreground religious conversion as the solution to the problem of 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ΨƛƴƎǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀƎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

Ψǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƳ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅΩΦ30 The 

article includes testimony from Missionaries currently working in Africa which justifies white 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƎŜƴƛǘŀƭ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ 

ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴŜΣ Ψώōϐȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ 

white mŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎŜƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎǎΩΦ31 Furthermore, forced labour is seen as necessary for 

ƴŀǘƛǾŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎΣ ƛƴŘƻƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

ŀǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǊƳΩΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Europeans, and 

.Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ΨƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ 

ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ΨǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘƳŀƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ƛƭōŜǊŦƻǊŎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŦǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎǊƻ ŦǊƻƳ 

Ƙƛǎ ŦŜǘǘŜǊǎΩΦ32  

 A later sermon, in July 1933, was given by the Reverend Sidney Spencer (1888-1974), a 

Unitarian Minister who joined Hope Street Church in Liverpool in 1927.33 Spencer, who would 

later cause consternation by preaching pacifism during World War Two, gave his sermon on 

similar calls to abolish modern-day slavery, but alongside an interesting critical re-assessment 

of the historic role of the church.34 Spencer drew attention to the ways in which slavery had 

ōŜŜƴ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƛƴΩΣ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 

making Ψƴƻ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩΦ35 ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǊŜǿ ǳǇƻƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŦϐƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

the conscience of the Christian world was entirely unmoved in the face oŦ ƛǘǎ ŀōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨώƳϐŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƛƴ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƴŜǘ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
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ǎǘŜǊƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΩΦ36 

Although taking a far more critical tone than the previous sermons, by ending with familiar 

calls for the abolition of modern-day slavery, Spencer is reiterating justifications for 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ мфолǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨƳǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ 

those principles to the whole oŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΦ37 

 !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

religious and white philanthropic action against modern-day slavery; largely the vehicle for 

religious conversion ventures and further Missionary work, was not simply aimed at Africa, but 

also at British society. Whilst Spencer may have been speaking in broader terms about the 

national moral condition of the country, members of the Catholic Church in Liverpool during 

this time focused their religious paternalism more locally. Around the time of the 

Emancipation Centenary a Catholic Coloured Mission was founded, initially in October 1932 

and allegedly the first of its kind in Britain.38 Under the control of Father Cullen, of the Irish 

African Missions Society, Cork, the mission fought against other religious bodies for the 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ CŀǘƘŜǊ /ǳƭƭŜƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƳƛŎƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻǳƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΩΦ39  

 The MissiƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŀōǊƻŀŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ 

ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻƭƻƴȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛŎǊƻŎƻǎƳ ƻŦ 

missƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨŎƻƭƻƴȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΥ 

 
Simultaneously with the great work which is being done in Africa by the priests and 
nuns of the mission, the work is going ahead with marvellous rapidity in the coloured 
colony in Liverpool.40 

 
 
¢ƘŜ ΨǿƻǊƪΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

having settled in the city they deserved a (Catholic) education. Dr Downey was amongst those 

pledging support for the Mission, having approached the African Mission Society for help in 
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37
 Ibid. 
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employing the services of African priests.41 At a lecture on the work of the African Missions 

Society in Picton Hall in September 1933, speaker Bishop William Porter (1887 ς 1966) of the 

Gold Coast related the history of the Liverpool black presence back to the transatlantic slave 

trade, whilst suggesting it was the subsequent trading relationship the city built up with West 

!ŦǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ΨƴŀǘƛǾŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΩΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

slavery in Africa was the reason for current problems in missionary work: 

 
9ȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 
connection with the slave trade of former days and stated that, since the abolition of 
slavery, the relations of Liverpool with West Africa were of a higher character, chiefly 
through commercial enterprise. It was this intercourse that had resulted in the colony 
of native Africans in the city. 
 
Bishop Porter, in the course of his lecture, said that the progress of missionary effort 
had long been retarded by the ravages of one of the deadliest climates in the world. 
Furthermore, the natives, remembering the slave trade feared even the religion which 
the white man professed.42  

 
 
As reporting in the Liverpool CaǘƘƻƭƛŎ IŜǊŀƭŘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ΨŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ 

ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ43 Close by their original location in Upper Hill Street was the Wesleyan 

African Mission, in Templar Hall, Mill Street which, when it was founded in 1923, had 

segregated entǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ΨǿƘƛǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘΩΦ44 Run by Pastor Ernst Adkin, the Mission held 

religious services and offered some small loans to black people in the city, with the welfare 

and ill-ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ ƪŜȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ !ŘƪƛƴΩǎ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ with John 

Harris of the Anti-{ƭŀǾŜǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ мфноΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨōƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΩ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ 

people in the city against whites, following the riots of 1919.45 Whilst concern, albeit 

paternalistic, such as this was expressed by its Pastor, the Wesleyan African Mission received 

much criticism for assisting Muriel Fletcher in the compilations of her 1930 report, though this 

involvement was disputed by Adkin.46 The Liverpool Catholic Herald offered similar 
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ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩ ǿƘŜǊŜΣ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ Ψƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ47 

 Against this backdrop of religious paternalism and racist reports which castigated the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƻŦ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ мнн-124 

Hill Street was established two years earlier than its Catholic neighbour, in 1931 by Nigerian-

born Pastor George Daniels Ekarte (c. 1890-1964) who came to Liverpool around 1915.48 In a 

brief biography written by Ekarte, the significance of travelling to England is presented as 

emanating from a conception of white Christianity. Having much admired the work of white 

ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΣ 9ƪŀǊǘŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ Ψis it little wonder than an unsophisticated boy could not overcome 

the feeling that Christ the Shepherd was a white being or white spiritΩΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ΨHoly Book in my hand was in English language, my hymn bƻƻƪΣ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ άƳƻǘƘŜǊέ ǿƘƻ 

sang daily to me in English was whiteΩΦ49 However, England did not stand up to such 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƪŀǊǘŜ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀ [ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴ Ƴŀƴ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ψcome to the 

wrong country and the worst town in the country as far as Christian charity goesΩΣ 

exceptionalising Liverpool as an extreme site of irreligion. His biographical account places his 

experiences of racism in Liverpool as central to his religious journey in the city, that the 

discrimination he faced caused a loss of faith which could only be restored through seeing 

other black people worshipping in a city so flawed with unchristian behaviour.50 Though 

finding Liverpool disappointing compared to Itu, Ekarte regained faith when he came across 

African men worshippƛƴƎ ŀǘ п IŀǊŘȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘ όǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ aŜƴΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ 

Pastor William Bernard), where he soon started preaching.51 He held various services in 

temporary locations around the city from 1922 onwards, finally establishing the African 

                                                                                                                                                                          
club in the African and West Indian Mission at 73 Parliament Street after results from her Report 
highlighted the complete discrimination in employment against mixed race girls. Brown, Dropping 
Anchor, Setting Sail, 30; Sherwood, Pastor Daniels Ekarte, 27.  

47
 "The Mixed Coloured Population of Liverpool (image caption)," Liverpool Catholic Herald, June 30, 

1934. 

48
 This date comes from interviews with Ekarte although as Marika Sherwood suggests, it is odd that 

within these interviews he does not mention anything in relation to World War One or the 1919 anti-
black riots in Liverpool Sherwood, Pastor Daniels Ekarte, 24-25. 

49
 Rhodes House Library, Oxford, British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society Papers (BFASS) Mss Brit Emp, 

S23 H1 21, African Churches Mission Pamphlet August 1933, 7. 

50
 IŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ .ƻƭŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψά5ŀǊŜ ŀ bƛƎƎŜǊ ǎǇŜŀk to me in the 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘέΩΦ Ibid., 9. 

51
 Sherwood, Pastor Daniels Ekarte, 25-26. 
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Churches Mission in its Hill Street location on July 7th 1931.52 Yƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ5ŀŘŘȅ 5ŀƴƛŜƭǎΩ ǘƻ 

local children, Ekarte became a respected figure amongst the black and white community in 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ΨChinese, English, Arabs, Africans like myselfΩΦ53  

A commemorative thanksgiving ceremony for the Emancipation Centenary in August 

мфоо ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ϻрΣллл ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǎƛƴŎŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ54 Pastor Ekarte and the African Churches 

Mission also produced a commemorative pamphlet which included a history of slavery and 
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Figure 14. Pastor Daniels Ekarte. Rhodes 
House Library, Oxford, British and Foreign 
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ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƳǇƘƭŜǘΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ Ψƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ōƭŀŎƪ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǿΩΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ 

emancipation within a context of historic and contemporary discrimination, where black 

people continue to struggle and suffer from oppression.55  

 
May it please your Excellencies (sic), your respectful Petitioners are the Black Race, 
popularly known and classified ethnologically, as Negroes, whose proper and 
legitimate home was, and is, and ever shall be, Africa, but who are scattered and 
dispersed the world over, not by their wish, but by the woeful trick of circumstances 
that reveals a terrible history of the traffic in tƘŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΧ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 
have already suffered most terribly from the greed, lust and viciousness and injustice 
of others of the human race, who have for centuries imposed upon us the horrors of 
slavery ς ŎƘŀǘǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭΧ56 

 
In this passage, Ekarte frames the violence of the African Diaspora in a language of suffering 

and deception. At odds with much of the discourse surrounding the Emancipation centenary, 

there is no tone of thankful gratitude shown to white emancipators and no discussion of an 

ΨŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŘŜƴƻǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ  ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘŀǘǘŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

industrial slavery. Ekarte focuses on injustices experienced by African people, on the sins of 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƎǊŜŜŘΣ ƭǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

ŀƴȅ Ƙƛƴǘ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ 9ƪŀǊǘŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƳŜǊƎŜǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ŀ 

commitment furthered by his having referred to the Mission as, the Universal Negro 

Improvement and African Churches Mission within this pamphlet, echoing the name of Marcus 

DŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ bŜƎǊƻ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ57  

 9ƪŀǊǘŜΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ 

ƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ψ¢ƘŜ tǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ wŀŎŜΩΣ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ, divided by 

ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜΦ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ58 Ekarte also highlights how Emancipation was not immediate, 

that it took 30 years before the trade would be abolished, duǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ΨǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǎ 

Ƴŀƴȅ bŜƎǊƻŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ ƴŀƳŜŘΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ 

ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ{Φ{Φ άWŜǎǳǎέΩΦ59 An American post-/ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ Ψ9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ aƻƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ 
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 Rhodes House, BFASS, Mss Brit Emp, S23 H1 21, 1. 
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 Ibid. 

57
 Sherwood, Pastor Daniels Ekarte, 78; Rhodes House, BFASS, Mss Brit Emp, S23 H1 21, 1. 
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 Rhodes House, BFASS, Mss Brit Emp, S23 H1 21, 2. 

59
 Ibid. 



  208 

however presented within a section on Abraham LincoƭƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ǘǿŜƭǾŜΩΣ 

[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ΨŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦǊŜŜέΩΦ60 

The pamphlet closes with a list of significant dates for the history of slavery and abolition 

which are constructed withiƴ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ммлн ǿƘŜƴ Ψ!ƴǎŜƭƳΣ 

!ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊōŀŘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΩΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 

Sir John Harris in his lecture given in Liverpool Cathedral October 29th 1933.61 

In August 1934, Pastor Daniels addressed his congregation in commemorative sermons 

which diverged from the paternalistic and celebratory tones of those given by Catholic and 

Methodist speakers.62 Daniels turns the focus of the commemorative discourse away from 

abolitionists and emancipators to enslaved Africans and, through association, to those who 

were responsible for imposing such cruelty, drawing on abolitionist language to emphasise 

ǘƘƛǎΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΣ ŀ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ 

William Wilberforce in 1789, black Scottish-West Indian radical Robert Wedderburn in the 

early nineteenth century and later, African-American Abolitionist Frederick Douglass.63 Pastor 

Ekarte further stated that: 

 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ώΧϐ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ Řƛǎcover the worst in us. My race, of which 
I am proud, has many good qualities, not least of which is the ability to think the best 
ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΧ aȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻŦ 
the present and the future could be solved through careful and sympathetic study of 
the past.64 

 
Daniels draws on history not to justify contemporary power relationships or even religious 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛǎŜ 

                                                           
60

 Ibid., 3. 

61
 Ibid., 5; Lecture given by Sir John Harris, Liverpool Cathedral, October 29th 1933, notes in Rhodes 

House, BFASS,  Mss Brit Emp, S22 G412. 
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contemporary circumstance, to explain discrimination and place racist attitudes in a logical 

chronology which can be realisŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅΦ 9ƪŀǊǘŜΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭ-

treatment of African descended people historically, and by extension contemporarily. Despite 

coming from a missionary background, and framing his experience in Liverpool in such terms,65 

ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜƭȅΣ 9ƪŀǊǘŜΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƭƛƎƴ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ōƭŀŎƪ 

political discourse than to anything being said locally by his white religious missionary 

neighbours, or, indeed the national Anti-Slavery Society.66 Perhaps most comparable to his 

statements is the speech made by Dr Harold Moody, President of the League of Coloured 

Peoples in Hull, July 1933. 67 Ekarte had had contact with the League during the 1930s, having 

ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ мфоп ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŜƎǊƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ мфот ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ 

newsletter about the African Mission.68 aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ 

discourse concerning the positive representation of the emancipation hero currently being so 

publically celebrated in Hull and around the country with a discussion of black pride in the face 

of contemporary anti-black racism and discrimination. Reiterating a familiar language of 

Christian martyrdom increasingly attached to the memory of Wilberforce, having seen the 

9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ .ƛƭƭ Ǉŀǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ²ƛƭōŜǊŦƻǊŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΩ 

ǎƛƴŎŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ ΨŦǳƭƭȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ 

standing in Hull at that time, giving this speech, was some testament to that achievement.69 

Moody also challenges the portrayal of black passive acceptance of emancipation, suggesting 

ǘƘŀǘ ΨŜƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ 
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thousands in my native land, to win Itu, Ikot-Ekpere and the adjacent districts for Christ and His 
KingdomΩΦ Rhodes House, BFASS, Mss Brit Emp, S23 H1 21, 7. 

66
 Ekarte had been in contact with the Anti-Slavery Society in 1934 requesting but ultimately not 

receiving funding in support of his work. Funding was only given to the African Churches Mission after 
the death of Sir John Harris, when the leadership passed to Barbadian C.W.W. Greenidge, see 
Sherwood, Pastor Daniels Ekarte, 99. Rhodes House, BFASS, Mss Brit Emp, S23 H1 21, 7. 

67
 Hull civic authorities had requested the assistance of the League in relation to their commemorations 

for the centenary of the death of William Wilberforce during the week of July 23rd to 30th
 
 ""The Keys" 

Disclose -," The Keys 1, no. 1 (1933); "Editor's Mailbag: Letter from Lord Mayor of Hull," The Keys 1, no. 3 
(1934). The Keys was the Official Organ of The League of Coloured Peoples and ran from July 1933 to 
September 1939. 

68
 David Tucker, "Editorial," The Keys 2, no. 2 (1934); Pastor G.D Ekarte, "Liverpool's Coloured Centre," 

The Keys 4, no. 4 (1937). Further to this, Ekarte also made attempts to reinvigorate a Liverpool branch of 
the League and the League also publically supported the Mission and his work. "Rev. G. Daniels Ekarte," 
The Keys 5, no. 1 (1937). 

69
 Dr Harold Moody, quoted in "The Wilberforce Centenary Celebrations Hull July 23rd-29th," The Keys 

1, no. 2 (1933). 
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ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩΦ [ƛƪŜ 9ƪŀǊǘŜΣ aƻƻŘȅ ŘǊŀǿǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛƴǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

slavery rather than thŜ ƘŜǊƻƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ψƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 

but mainly or entirely because of the sins, selfishness and short-sightedness of your own 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ  

 Like other commentators during these commemorative years, Moody also calls for a 

continuation of emancipatory action as the appropriate way to remember past abolitionists. 

However, unlike the religious or Anti-Slavery Society speakers mentioned previously, the focus 

ƻŦ aƻƻŘȅΩǎ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛǘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƭŜƎŀŎƛŜǎ of slavery, calling for his 

Iǳƭƭ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩ ²ƛƭōŜǊŦƻǊŎŜ ōȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ 

to emancipate yourselves from any slave mentality which still exists and to emancipate us 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΩΦ70  

 Heroes of abolition, with William Wilberforce most prominently at the helm, led the 

commemorative proceedings during the Centenary of Emancipation in 1933 and 1934, be it 

through a promotion of civic patriotism in Hull, religious identity in calls for missionary action, 

or within black political speech. The creation and accumulation of martyr-heroes of anti-

slavery continued into the later nineteenth century, where martyrs were made fighting against 

both slavery and irreligion, the greatest of all martyrs being missionaries who also fought 

against enslavement.71 William Johnston has also suggested that the celebration of heroes, 

ΨŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴŘǎΩ ƻǊ ΨƭǳƳƛƴŀǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ 

of the religious calendar in the secular age. Celebrating the births and deaths of heroes, he 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ 

1980s commemorative activity, bears some use in application to the commemoration of 

ΨƘŜǊƻŜǎΩ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜnerally. Johnston suggests that there is some comfort in the expectation that 

cultural figures will be remembered at round number anniversaries, following 50 or 100 years 

after either their birth or death, or usually both.72 He suggests that during these celebrations, 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ 

which they are being celebrated.73  Although Johnston suggests that these commemorative 
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years are, ironically for a secular calendar, largely down to tƘŜ ǿƘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

aŀƪŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

people within the commemorative process.74 It takes conscious and often greatly orchestrated 

organisation to mark the centenary of ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 

ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ΨǳǎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΦ hƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ 

celebrand or luminary in Liverpool conforms to the martyr figure in Christian Emancipation 

memory, and his memory had continued to be used, re-used and perverted throughout 

successive anniversaries of his birth and death to suit contemporary circumstance.  

 

Roscoeana: The Cult of William Roscoe 

 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊǘȅǊ-hero, William Wilberforce. Held up 

as an abolitionist-hero for voting for the Abolition Act of 1807, Roscoe receives martyr-status 

through stories outlining varying levels of violence he suffered at the hands of angry 

Liverpudlians upon returning from Parliament. He too made great sacrifices, risking friendships 

and harm through his opposition to slavery, dying only two years before Wilberforce and the 

passing of the Emancipation Act, in 1831.  

wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƘŀǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜŜƴ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳrse of 

commemoration. The memory-debate process surrounding Roscoe has diverged over how he 

should be remembered; for his literary and cultural credentials, which are largely seen as 

uncontroversial, or for his politics, a point which divides commentators in the first half of the 

ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ōǊƛƴƎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ 

anti-ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎƳΩΦ 

5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴƴƛversaries of life and death inform the memory 

ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ΨŎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΩΦ75 Varying 

ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

different versions of William Roscoe have been drawn out of a schizophrenic catalogue of his 

character. Significantly, this is an interactive process in which commemorative actions from 

one anniversary influence further memory work in subsequent anniversaries in relation not 

onƭȅ ǘƻ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ 

with slavery.  
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This contested process begins with the public discourse immediately surrounding the 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ ŘƛŜŘ олth June 1831 and on the day his 

death was announced in the local press, 1st July, The Liverpool Mercury was celebrating its own 

round number anniversary of 20 ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

ran directly after a piece concerning the MercuryΩǎ history of humanitarian and liberal ideals, 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƳŜƴΣ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛƻƴΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘΦ76 The paper states that some of these 

objectives have been achieved, and in an asterisked footnote the first Liverpool name stated in 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎΦ77 The piece immediately below this paragraph is the 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ тф ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜΣ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǘƘŜ 

foregoing pŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ǿŀǎ ǎŎŀǊŎŜƭȅ ŘǊȅΩΦ78 wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǇƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƛǎǘΣ ŀ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

ŀ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ƳŀƴΩΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŦŀǊ-ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 

ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ point was repeated in one article which ŦǊŀƳŜǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ 

ŦŀƳŜΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

have heard with surprise that Liverpool, once only known for its enormous commercial wealth, 

and its local and political importance, has given birth to the most distinguished of the 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΦ79 Two lines of poetry are quoted, adapted from their original use as John 

5ǊȅŘŜƴΩǎ ŜǇƛǘŀǇƘΣ ΨǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǇƻŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ 

of a former poet Laureate.  

 
Reader, attend,-the sacred dust below 
Was Roscoe once,-the rest who does not know.80 
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Lƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǊȅŘŜƴΩǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ !ōōŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨwƻǎŎƻŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƴƻ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ the hearts of 

Ƙƛǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ to find some way of memorialising Roscoe is 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜōǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΩ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǿŜ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƳŀƴΩΦ81 

 In subsequent eulogies, Roscoe is described as ŀƴ ΨŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΩ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ όŀƳƻƴƎ ΨƳƻǊŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩύ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘǊǳŜ 

Christian spirit, charity and firmness of opinion.82 Iƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ΨŎƛǾƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ 

in particular his work advocating for Parliamentary Reform is stressed, as is his concern for 

prison discipline.83 tŜǊƘŀǇǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƘƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ΨώǘϐƘŜ 

moral courage and integrity of mind which it required to maintain his opinions in earlier life, 

can only be fully estimated by those who know the circumstances in which he commenced his 

ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ84  

tǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 

opposition to slavery, appearing in opaque hints or embedded within general assessments of 

Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅ ƻǳǘŎŀǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΦ85 However, a very personal account sent to 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ōȅ ŀ ΨŦŀƛǊ ǘƻǿƴǎǿƻƳŀƴΩ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ wƻǎŎƻŜ ŦƻǊ 13 years, does reference his 

anti-slavery sentiments. In a long letter, taking up close to an entire column in the Mercury, 

ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 

townsmen, claiming this to be more important than his advocacy of literature and the arts: 

 
The slave trade flourished, and was a prolific source of wealth and aggrandisement to 
many of his contemporaries and associates. He condemned it with an uncompromising 
steadfastness; he kept the interests of human nature in view, and disregarded the 

                                                           
81

 "The Late William Roscoe, Esq." 

82
 "Death of William Roscoe, Esq," The Liverpool Mercury, July 1, 1831. 

83
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clamour ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǎǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎŀƛƭŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ !ǎ άǘƘŜ ƭƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǿ-drops from his 
ƳŀƴŜΣέ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƛƳǇŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ 
inferior nature, opposing, as he did, the prejudices and pecuniary interests of a 
numerous class of his townsmen, yet so deep was their conviction, as a body, of his 
superior merits, that they sent him as their representative to Parliament, where he had 
the proud satisfaction of being amongst those who decided that our country should no 
more be disgraced by a traffic in mankind. On this question he had long fought the 
good fight, and he shared in the glorious reward of a triumph so dear to humanity.86 

 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎΣ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 

referenced; in the Morning Chronicle a eulogy presents his views against the general 

mercantile attitudes of his hometown.87 Despite the aŜǊŎǳǊȅΩǎ previous assertion that 

wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мрth 

July 1831, calling for contributions to the project.88 One letter of support for the scheme 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ƛǘ ǳƴǘƘƛƴƪŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ΨǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

remains of Roscoe, without some durable memorial of their admiration of his taleƴǘǎΦΩ89 The 

author suggests that not to give Roscoe a memorial on the grounds that great men do not 

require them is a cheap solution - Ψŀ ōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ōȅ ŀǾŀǊƛŎŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ 

the need to memorialise Roscoe by foregrounding the construction of civic identity through 

competitive place comparisons: 

 
ΧƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ tŜƴȊŀƴŎŜΣ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƎŀǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ 
Davy, has already decreed a pyramid of granite to the memory of its great 
philosopher,-shall opulent Liverpool be forgetful of what it owes to the memory of its 
Roscoe? Certainly not.90 

 
If small and perhaps thereby insignificant Penzance can undertake such civic duties to its 

heroes of place, so should Liverpool, a town continually aware of the accusations of cultural 

ignorance as a centre of commerce, not of arts. The author in turn calls for funds to be raised 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ Ψpublic memorialΩΣ ƛǘǎ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎΩ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘŀƭƛŎǎΦ  
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In a public (though sparsely attended) meeting held to discuss the proposed memorial, 

William Wallace Currie (1784-1840), son of the physician and Robert Burns biographer James 

Currie (1756-мулрύΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƳŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ Ψǘƻ ƭŜǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

greaǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻǿƴǎƳŀƴ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜΦΩ91 A physical 

memorial, it was supposed, would be one way of demonstrating this. The form the monument 

should take caused some debate, and suggestions included a public fountain, bronze statue 

ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅΦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ōȅ ŀ ²ΦWΦ wƻōŜǊǘǎ92 and 

read aloud by William Rathbone within this meeting, in which it was suggested that Roscoe 

could rest easy having seen so many causes close to his heŀǊǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ΨǳƴƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΚΩ ŀǎ ƛǘ 

did when it permitted the sale of his library during bankruptcy. His birthplace, Mount Pleasant, 

also the title of one of his better known poems, was designated within this letter as an 

ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ wƻǎŎƻŜΣ ΨώǘϐƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

here, Roberts suggests, that a Greco-Roman style monument would be most appropriate in 

the middle of an area the size of Abercromby Square. Interestingly, Roberts suggests that the 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀƭƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƻƴŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿΣ Ψ ά¢ƘŜ 

²ǊƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΤέ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀŎƭŜǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ϧŎΦΩΦ93 However, Dr Traill 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ aǊΦ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 

ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǊŘΩΦ94  

Despite this meeting and such proposals, however, it would be some ten years before 

a dedicated public memorial to William Roscoe was created.95 Efforts to memorialise William 
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wƻǎŎƻŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǳƴǘŜŘ ōȅ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦ Lƴ муплΣ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǇǊŜǎǎ 

debate highlights this as an on-ƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ! ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ Ψ! bŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩΣ ŀǎƪs 

ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƴƻ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ 

ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻōƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻǎŜ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴΚΩΦ96 The Editor responds by 

publishing a note from J Mayer on the progression of a statue of Roscoe, undertaken by 

sculptor Francis Chantrey, which he states is nearing completion. Mayer also suggests that the 

location of the completed statue should be in front of the Lyceum Newsroom, facing Church 

Street, a point which the Editors support.97 However, just over a month later, a critical letter is 

published in the Standard ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ΨDΩΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

there is controversy over memorialising Roscoe because of his political views: 

 
From the manner in which this matter of a statue of Roscoe was first brought before 
the people of Liverpool, by an anonymous correspondent of the Mercury, it appears 
that it is not to be erected in honour of his literary, but of his political character; if so, 
then Delta is right in objecting to this being considered the work of the town.98 

 
The Liverpool Standard and General Commercial Advertiser (1832 to 1856), published twice 

weekly by Samuel Franceys, was set up as a conservative, Protestant voice. It took a stance 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ΨǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎǿŜƭƭ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳ .ƛƭƭΩ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ wƻǎŎƻŜ 

was an advocate. Significantly, one of the leaders in the first issue of 1832 (November) advised 

ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴǘƛ-{ƭŀǾŜǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 

Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨbŜƎǊƻŜǎΩ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿŀǎ 

doubtful.99 The Mercury and Standard were rival papers, the Editor of the Mercury suggesting 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ΨDΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǎǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŦŀƭǎŜƘƻƻŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǊƛǘ 

ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ΨǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ŀ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ ǘƻ ¢ƻǊȅ ƭƻƎƛŎΩΦ100 Further, the 

editors of the Mercury suggest that GΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ΨǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 

very numerous in the Lyceum Newsroom, against the motion, if it should ever be made, for 
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ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ aǊΦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦΩ101 The Editor also draws attention to a 

letter form 1834 calling for a memorial to Roscoe in which his politics are not mentioned, 

suggesting that the original public subscription for a memorial would have been made on the 

ƳŜǊƛǘǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŜŘ 

tƻǿƴǎƳŀƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ ΨDΩ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜǎ 

ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ Ψōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

the Editor of the Mercury responds that the statue was in fact raƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ΨǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ муор ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ 

Academy of Arts in 1840, then moved to the Liverpool Royal Institution in 1841, later 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ƛƴ муфо ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘƭy damaged.102  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ όмуроύΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ 

Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨwƻǎŎƻŜŀƴŀΩΣ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-law, Thomas Brooks, the collection subsequently added to by 

Liverpool Libraries.103 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻǎŎƻŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩ 

that year, paintings and illustrations of Roscoe and his life, the commemorative collection of 

his poems published in 1853, ribbons from his parliamentary campaign, and a lock of his hair 

(see Figure 15ύΦ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-slavery 

sentiments in more depth than much of the press coverage around his death, particularly in a 

leaflet outlining events whƛŎƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

large investment in the trade: 

 
In the town of Liverpool, which then received a profit of three or four hundred 
thousand a-year from the slave trade, and which did not at that time possess any other 
trade which produced the fourth-part of that profit, he began his war against that  
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detestable traffic in the year 1771, before he was twenty years of age, and never ceased it 
until he appeared as member for Liverpool, in the House of Commons, to vote for its 
abolition.104 
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 The Roscoe Centenary in Brooks, Centenary of William Roscoe. 

Figure 15Υ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƘŀƛǊΣ ƛƴ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ Centenary of William Roscoe 
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The piece draws attention to the lack of leader articles and newspapers who could promote 

the cause, especially since many of those which were in circulatioƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ΨǘƘŜ 

patronage of the slave-ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎΩΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ wƻǎŎƻŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ΨǘƘŜ 

people of Liverpool would scarcely have had anyone to warn them that man-stealing was a 

ŎǊƛƳŜΩΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀƭƛƎƴǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ¦{ {ƻǳǘƘΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŦϐƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛƴ 

Liverpool was nearly as painful (though not so dangerous) as that of an Abolitionist would be 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴ ƻǊ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΦΩ105 

  The birth centenary in 1853 inspired new calls for public memorials to Roscoe, in 

addition to the statue, Roscoe Street and Roscoe Lane, with one commentator suggesting that 

Lime Street be renamed Roscoe Street as it was in a more prominent position and the first 

street to greet visitors by train.106 A monument was at this time erected in the churchyard 

where Roscoe was buried in Renshaw Street.107  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфом ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ 

Roscoe in ways which emphasiseŘ Ƙƛǎ ΨǊŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΩΣ ƳƛǊǊƻǊƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

narrative, through specific lines of trade.108 wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ΨŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ and rose 

ǘƻ ŜƳƛƴŜƴŎŜΩΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ψōƻǘŀƴƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ǉƻǘŀǘƻ-ŦƛŜƭŘǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΣ Ψexecrated by the mob, yet given the freedom of 

his cityΩΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ Ψa banker who crashed from wealth to povertyΩΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǘ 

ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфолǎΦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 

but out of chronological sequence at the very end of his life, breaking from the otherwise 

narrative biographical structure of the article and highlighting this opposition through triumph 

and achievement: 

 
wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ 
verse when he was nineteen. Nor did his concern for slaves welfare end with the 
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triumphant abolition of the trade, a triumph for which, as a Member of Parliament, he 
shared the credit.109 

 
The place for moral celebration of Roscoe, perhaps more so than his literary credentials alone, 

seems more acceptable by this point. Perhaps this is, as one artƛŎƭŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ΨώǘϐƛƳŜ 

ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛƴ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ Ƙƛǎ 

towering moral stature as distinguished from the concrete manifestations of his careerΩΦ110 The 

passing of time may have alleviated ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ 

ƳƻǊŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭŜ ŜƭƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ƳƻǊŜƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ-hero also aligns 

more acceptably with preparations for the centenary of emancipation and centenary of the 

death of William Wilberforce. This version of Roscoe also corresponded to national discourses 

ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-slavery empire in the later nineteenth century, presenting a nationally relevant 

ΨƘŜǊƻΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦ Iƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ΨŜƴŜǊƎƛŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψa channel for the 

emancipatory fervour of the period. His active opposition to the slave trade, in Parliament and 

in the Press, obviously required no little courage in those daysΩΦ111 Courage, energy and an 

active stance on political issues were qualities relevant to 1930s Liverpool and indeed Britain, 

some of which has been continueŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ψit is pleasant to think that in the century which has 

passed since 1831, Liverpool, despite the growing urgency of material preoccupations, has 

never ceased to forward the ideals he set forthΦΩ112  

Following the centenary celebrations, the Roscoe family donated his private papers to 

the Picton Library.113 ¢ƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ ΨǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀōōȅ ƻƭŘ ŎƘŜǎǘΣ ƛƴ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛǾŜŘΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǎ Ψŀ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

wƻǎŎƻŜ /ŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀ ƳƻǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ  
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biography researched and written by City Librarian George Chandler.114 /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 

of Roscoe, which included a fuller collection of his poetry than had previously been published, 

ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ōƛŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘ 

ƛƴ мфроΦ Lƴ {ƛǊ !ƭŦǊŜŘ {ƘŜƴƴŀƴΩǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ όŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘŜȄǘύΣ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩΦ115 Shennan suggests that the book is important for re-evaluating William Roscoe and 

his impact on Liverpool, to see his achievements and his influence in the context of Ψa town 

which throughout his life was chiefly hostile to his idealsΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ 

business, especially banking, in a town which dealt in slave-trading is again highlighted.116 
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Figure 16: Roscoe Monument in Ullet Road Chapel, 
from Brooks Centenary of William Roscoe 
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/ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ wƻǎŎƻŜ ŀǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

embodiment ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ renaissanceΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

ƳƻŘŜǊƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǿŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦΩ117  

/ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-slavery activities through hyperbole and 

generaliǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ΨƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

ǘǊŀŘŜ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅύΩΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

ƻƴƭȅ ΨōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ ΨaŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜΩΣ118 covering the years 1781-1790, Chandler does acknowledge the 

significance of the slave trade to Liverpool, though this is done in a manner which avoids 

exploration of its impacts and workings in the town in favour of a discussion of privateering 

and the French Revolution, apparently for contextual reasons. Familiar discursive lines are 

drawn upon within the (brief) disŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ΨǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

the traffic in negro slaves, leaving their chief rivals, London and Bristol, far behind. Slaves were 

ƴƻǘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΩΦ119  

That year, a church ceremony was held in Ullet Road and a commemorative event also 

ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜŎƻŀǘ Iŀƭƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ плл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ 

descendants. Mr. J. Chuter Ede, M.P. for South Shields and former Home Secretary spoke at 

ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ wƻǎŎƻŜ ŀǎ Ψa man who fought for causes which now had triumphed and 

were part of the English heritageΩΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ 

him to his moral beliefs. Alternatively, Rev Lawrence Redfern, a Unitarian minister claimed his 

religious faith enabled him to see through his public-spirited notions, even in relation to 

slavery where it might have seemed he was wrong: 

 
I often think that the worst that can befall a reformer is to find that the emancipated 
have themselves turned into tyrants like the slaves of St. Domingo or the French 
revolutionaries. That happened to Roscoe; but he was right and his panic-stricken 
contemporaries were wrong.120 
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In longer press articles about Roscoe at this time, he is again presented as a versatile 

Renaissance ƳŀƴΣ ŀǎ ΨώǇϐoet, artist, philosopher, historian, agriculturalist, botanist, politician 

and philanthropist ς he was all these things and a capable lawyer and business man as 

wellΩΦ121! Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎŜΩ ǘƘŜ slave 

ǘǊŀŘŜ ōǳǘ ΨŎƻǳƭŘ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦΩ 122  

! ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ мфро ŀǘ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ wƻǎŎƻŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ 

Mount Pleasant, led by the Lord Mayor (Alderman A. Morrow), with red roses symbolic of 

wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ LǘŀƭȅΦ123 The Roscoe 

Gardens remain on the site of the original graveyard of Renshaw Street Chapel today, where 

an octagonal domed memorial sits centrally, commemorating the church.124 The monument 

had a memorial plaque which commemorated some of the people who were buried in the 

grounds including William Roscoe, without an assessment of his character.125  

 
In memory of / the worshippers / within its walls / and of / William Roscoe 
/ Joseph Blanco White / and all who were laid to rest / in this ground.126 

 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŎǊŜŜǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘŜŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ 

addressing places of memory in Liverpool, in the later twentieth century. Within close vicinity 

to Roscoe Gardens, are the Roscoe Head pub on Roscoe Street and Roscoe Arms on Renshaw 

{ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ нллп ƎǳƛŘŜ Ψare named after William Roscoe, writer, anti-

slavery campaigner, and cultural giantΩΦ127 A black plaque was erected on the memorial in 

wƻǎŎƻŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭǳŜ-ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΩ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŎƻŘŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
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previously run by the Liverpool Heritage Bureau (city council) after 2005.128 The plaque, placed 

after the 250th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ōƛrth in 2003, and in the year the International Slavery 

aǳǎŜǳƳ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΣ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŜǎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ΨŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƴŜŀǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎƛƴŎǘƭȅΣ 

ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎ Ψ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǎŎƻŜ at κ {ƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊ ϧ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ !ōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ κ ΨDǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩΩΦ 

 

Conclusion 

 
tǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŝōōǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƻŦ 

time and sensibilities. Across centenaries and bicentenaries of life, death and emancipation, 

wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ Řƛǎǎƻƴŀƴǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ wƻǎŎƻŜΩǎ memory puzzle in the 

ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ-

martyr-ƘŜǊƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ wƻǎŎƻŜ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ŀ ΨǳǎŀōƭŜΩ ǇŀǎǘΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

anniversaries abolition and emancipation. The centenary of the emancipation act in 1933 and 

1934 demonstrated the use of a particular memory of emancipation for contemporary colonial 

ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ .ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ΨƘŜǊƻƛŎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊΩ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ 

the use of memory in context with broader identity narratives of civic pride and identity, 
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 Frankie Roberto and Carl Winstanley (Liverpool City Council), "Freedom of Information Act Requested 
by Roberto Frankie February 26, 2009,"  
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/blue_plaque_scheme_2 (accessed March 24, 2014). 

Figure 17: Memorial plaque currently in Roscoe Gardens. Photograph by 

Author. 
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religious and imperial expansion or, indeed, a more critical black political discourse. Pastor 

Ekarte and Dr Harold Moody both used the memory of slavery and emancipation, as well as 

the dominant discourse of the commemorative years concerning white abolitionist heroes, to 

reveal and contest experiences of racial discrimination as a legacy of this history. Towards the 

end of the twentieth century, dedicated annual months to black history and annual days for 

the memory of slavery, begin to shift the focus from emancipation and abolition to 

enslavement. However, through ritual performance and the life-cycles of events calendars the 

ōƭŀŎƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ΨǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀnd theme. 
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CHAPTER NINE  

~ 

Segregated Memories: Black History 
Month and Slavery Remembrance 

Day 

 

Black History Month (BHM) and Slavery Remembrance Day (SRD) hold commemorative 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΩ ƻǊ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 

of specific subjects within restricted yet recurring temporal frames. Michael Geisler has 

suggested that such commemorations lack power as they do not repeat daily and in different 

contexts, in the way flags, national colours, music etc. do.1 They are singular and do not form 

part of a broader web of meaning which can infiltrate subconsciously through sight and sound 

in ways which sometimes pass us by, yet nonetheless form a background murmur of subliminal 

symbolism.2 CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ψǘƻƻ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛǾŜΩ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

symbols of identity in harmonious ways, shouting their meaning too explicitly.3 Nonetheless, 

the instigation of a commemorative moment, can act to raise awareness of an area which has 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ /ƻǎǎǳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙƻǿ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǎǳŎƘ ΨǊƻǳǘƛƴƛȊŜŘ 

(sic)Ω ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƛŘentity groups wanting to create public recognition of cultural 

ǘǊŀǳƳŀΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ΨƳǳƴŘŀƴŜΣ ǊƻǳǘƛƴƛȊŜŘ 

ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΩ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘΦ4  

There has been considerable debate surrounding the introduction of Holocaust 

Memorial Day in Britain and criticisms by commentators echoed some of the points above. 
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5ŀƴ {ǘƻƴŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŘŀȅΩ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ΨŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΩ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎly enable disengagement 

through non-participation.5 Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ŜǎŀǊŀƴƛ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ {ǘƻƴŜΩǎ 

fears about disengagement were unfounded given the 63 percent visitor number increase at 

LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ²ŀǊ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ6 However, the ways in which visitors were 

engaging with this exhibition is not fully examined. Furthermore, Sharon MacDonald and Mark 

Levene have expressed concerns over the memorialisation of a history in which Britain largely 

engages with its involvement through narratives of heroism and moral right. They also 

highlight how such a history can be used in ways which justify contemporary conflicts (in 

particular the Iraq War); an objective Levene suggests misappropriates the Holocaust to 

support international actions in the post-Cold War era.7 Was this the narrative visitors came to 

experience? And what about voyeurism; were people there to experience the pornography of 

death and torture? Footfall alone does not tell the whole story. 

{ǘƻƴŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛon about Holocaust Memorial Day in relation to 

comparisons with BHM and SRD, however, is that people might feel they have in some way 

ΨŘƻƴŜΩ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

history for the other 364 Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǿƘŀǘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

community of the burden of memory, for here is an established day on which everyone can 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊƛŜŦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦΩ8 This in turn enables a process of 

ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭƭŜŘΩ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ όƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜύΦ  

 

Black History Month 
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Black History Month in the UK (BHM) has been running in London from 1987. It sought to 

promote knowledge and understanding of black history, culture and heritage as a way of 

encouraging the formation of more positive black British identities and perceptions of black 

British people.9 Whilst this does not, indeed should not, mean a forum for discussing slavery as 

ΨōƭŀŎƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ Ƙŀve historically converged. As Paul Gilroy suggests, slavery is 

ΨǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōƭŀŎƪǎΩΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦΩ10 aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

involvement in slavery and the history of the Liverpool black presence are told entwined, 

ǘǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ΨǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

black presence, as well as, crucially, a starting point for addressing historic and contemporary 

ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōƭŀŎƪ 

community, BHM would be marked on a large scale or, at least, in a significant way. However, 

BHM was not marked by local authorities until the early 2000s and has not played a 

particularly significant role in the civic calendar until relatively recently. An alternative 

argument might suggest that, given the long history of a black presence in the city, the aims 

and objectives set out by BHM had already been met, if not by the local authority than 

internally within the black community, by educational initiatives within community centres, 

city elders and by colleges such as the Charles Wootton College. Whilst this may well be the 

case, part of the objectives of BHM were also to educate everyone else, to share black history 

as British history and facilitate a more informed dialogue between different groups of people. 

BHM can be, if nothing else, a calendric prompt for the promotion of black history, a reason, as 

ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǘƻ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƎŀǇǎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ 

community. Given the long-standing political tensions, racism and conflicts between the black 

community and local authorities in Liverpool, this reoccurring, nationally endorsed opportunity 

to foreground black history, heritage and culture might seem a natural one for Liverpool 

council to seize. That this has not, in a significant way, happened until very recently, is 

intriguing. Further, where events have been held, they have rarely focused on black history or 

issues directly related to the Liverpool black experience, facing criticism of tokenism and 

triviality (see below). Where slavery emerges, rightly or wrongly, in the midst of such events, 

the subject is enveloped within lists of more positive, celebratory entertainment-focused 

scheduling, creating a distinct commemorative dissonance. Slavery emerges in BHM in 

                                                           
9
 "About Black History Month," Black History 365, http://www.black-history-

month.co.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=223&Itemid=57 (accessed July 2, 2013). 

10
 Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness  (London: Verso, 1993), 49. 
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Liverpool through pre-existing memory work, through trails and literature, or as part of a 

ƳƛƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛǎŜŘ ΨōƭŀŎƪΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛǘǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  

BHM is a contested commemorative period. There has been much criticism over the 

idea of having one month set aside for addressing black history. This has been succinctly 

captured most notably in the US by actor Morgan Freeman who criticised black history being 

ŎƻƴǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ .ƭŀŎƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘΦ .ƭŀŎƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦΩ11 Other critics of American BHM question whether the activities are mere tokenism, 

or, perhaps worse, are predominantly commercial events ς a month of marketing for 

publishers who focus titles related to African-American subjects for release during this time.12 

Carter G. Woodson, creator of US Negro History Week in 1926, had hoped that the event 

ΨǿƻǳƭŘ ƻǳǘƭƛǾŜ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

mainstream ways.13 /ǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƘŜǘǘƻƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀde by UK 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ΨōƭŀŎƪΩ ƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ 

ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ ŘƛŦŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ14 

Delroy Constantine-Simms sees this as a process of cultural generalisation which may lead to 

identity obliteration, a movement away from addressing the histories of African-descended 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ aǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

Month before being called Urban History Month, ǘƻ ƴƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΩΦ15 Similarly, singer 

ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ /ȅ DǊŀƴǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘ ǿŀǎ Ψŀ ƳŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ 

ŀǇǇŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƭŀŎƪ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻΣ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ 

state funding.16 This was also a point made by Liverpool respondent Scott in relation to black 

organisations in Liverpool.17 
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to rich black men and women throughout the world ς do it. If you have to raise dances, street raffles, 
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Although initiated in London, other councils around the UK organised similar events 

from the years immediately following 1987. In Liverpool however, official (council-supported) 

BHM events were not organised until the early 2000s. The organisation was subsequently 

taken over by the Merseyside Black History Month Group (MBHMG) in 2003, which still 

organises the events today. Largely this was initiated by new funding allocations announced by 

the Heritage Lottery Fund specifically for community groups organising BHM events, through 

the Awards for All Scheme.18 From 2003, an Education Resource Pack was produced by 

representatives of local race relations groups to aid planning of BHM events in line with the 

2000 Race Relations Act. These booklets included activity ideas and useful contacts within the 

Liverpool black community to facilitate communications. Links to slavery were made through 

NML and the TSG-run activities such aǎ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ 

the MMM library, a slavery history trail and SRD. Further resources also included a Key Stage 2 

resource with CD-Rom The History of Liverpool Slavery, an initiative funded by the city council 

and ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ba[ ŀǎ ΨǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

ǘǊŀŘŜΩΦ19 !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ .Ia ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ .ƭŀŎƪ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 

ceremony, dance, music and drama performances and screenings of films amongst much 

more. 

If, as one press article suggests, some activities were carried out in Liverpool as early 

ŀǎ мфтуΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǇǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

typo for 1987 in relation to London events.20 In 2002, plans werŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨȅŜŀǊ-ƭƻƴƎΩ 

schedule of events in 2003, along with £10,000 of local council funding allocated for education 

projects in schools. More books were promised to local libraries, and the events were 

ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ώǘƘŜϐ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ21 One LBB elder quoted in the 

press welcomed the new investment but was concerned that the black community would not 

be consulted, responding critically to how BHM had been marked in the past, stating that 

ΨώōϐƭŀŎƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻut singing and dancing; it is about people learning about the 
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ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΩΦ22 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ нллмΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨǉǳƛǘŜ ƛǊƻƴƛŎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

had been asked to speak on Liverpool and slavery at a BHM event in London, whilst there were 

so little BHM events in Liverpool itself.23 2003 saw 40 events hosted in October with 

ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ Ψ/ŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ fashion 

ǎƘƻǿΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŀǘ {ŜŦǘƻƴ tŀǊƪΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ōȅ wŀȅ 

Costello, the focus was not on Liverpool Black History.24  

Whilst BHM in Liverpool has been used to highlight texts and events relevant to Black 

History, ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ /ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻΩǎ Black Liverpool in 2001, or the opening of the TSG, in October 1994, 

this has not carried the same criticisms of opportunistic commercialism that American BHM 

has.25 Criticism about BHM in Liverpool more often concerns tokenism, and the trivialisation of 

culture and history. Answering a question on BHM in Liverpool, Scott criticised the content of 

BHM events, which do not largely concern black history, and are generally not about 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  

 
And so, to a certain extent, it has been song and dance. It has been, as regards the 
Maritime Museum, inviting black Americans to come over and speak. Or, people from 
ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΣ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƭŀŎƪ [ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴǎΦ !ƴŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
of view, because the black Liverpudlians are the bottom of the ladder, and because we 
ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƳƻǊŜΧ ōƭŀŎƪ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΣ Řƻ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ 
America and then disappear.26 

 
¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ .Ia ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ΨǎǇƻƪŜΩ ǘƻ {ŎƻǘǘΣ ƻǊΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜs of 

[.. ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ {Ŏƻǘǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ .Ia ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

place in Liverpool by Liverpool-born .ƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ27 {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀbout the events comprising  
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ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻŦ ΨǎƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜΩ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

.ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŀǊƛǎΣ ǎŀƳƻǎŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜŜƭ ōŀƴŘǎΩ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǾŜǊǘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǿŀȅ 

from more meaningful engagements with non-white European culture through superficial 

celebration of consumable and largely seemingly uncontroversial cultural phenomena.28 

During BHM, where slavery was raised, it was done so in the midst of a discursive collage of 

more light-hearted cultural products, where it was reported that events in 2004, double in 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ΨǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭ ǎǘŀǊ ¸ƻǳǎƻǳ bΩ5ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀt 

the Philharmonic Hall to a slavery trail, Black Expos, fashion and hair shows, a black film 

ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦΩ29 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ .IaΩǎ ŀƛƳǎ Ψǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

people in Liverpool with an African background, and develop an understanding between all the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ 

have included much ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ 
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 Paul Gilroy, There Ain't No black in the Union Jack: The Cultural Politics of Race and Nation  (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1987). This point is also made by Mark Christian in Mark. Christian, "The 
Lawrence Inquiry and the Role of Education in Resisting Institutional Racism," Charles Wootton News, 
June 1999. 

29
 Catherine Jones, "City Prepares for an Historic Month," Liverpool Echo, October 2, 2004. 

Figure 18: Image accompanying the article, "History Cooks up a Treat." 
Liverpool Echo, October 20, 2004 
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ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ 

discourse, does so within the title of the month alone, or within food-related puns (see Figure 

18). 

 

Slavery Remembrance Day 

 
The main SRD event is a performance of a libation ceremony on August 23rd, a traditional 

African ritual led by city elder Chief Angus Chukuemeka.30  This is accompanied by a changing 

programme of events which has included poetry readings, musical performers and arts and 

crafts workshops. A commemorative lecture was added to the programme in 2003, usually 

taking place the day before, and more recently (2011) a walk of remembrance has been 

instigated, leading participants from the centre of town to the site of the Old Dock. 2012 was a 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ {w5Σ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƴƻǳǊΣ 

Martin Luther King III, son of the late African-American civil rights leader. All ritual events 

during this year were amplified, and the commemorations saw record numbers of people 

attend at all stages.  

The memorial significance of SRD is manifested within its calendrical re-occurrence. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ƴƻǘ ƻnce, not when visiting a 

museum or reading a book, but on a particular moment in organised time, on a particular day 

every year. In this sense, not only has there been a conscious decision to create this particular 

commemorative day, but a deliberate decision to keep marking it every year, a decision which 

demonstrates support by particular groups of people, though for potentially different 

reasons.31 Lƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {w5Σ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

slavery into a commemƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘǎ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƻǊ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƻǊΣ ŜǾŜƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǇƻǊǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
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 ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ ƛƴ мфоуΣ /ƘƛŜŦ !ƴƎǳǎ /ƘǳƪǳŜƳŜƪŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
politics for over 40 years. He is Chair of the Merseyside African Council and has previously been Chair of 
Merseyside Racial Equality Council and President of the Ibo Community Association, member of the 
Board of Directors of the Granby Toxteth Poverty Three Project. Taken from author details in William 
Ackah and Mark Christian, Black Organisation and Identity in Liverpool: A Local, National and Global 
Perspective  (Liverpool: Charles Wootton College Press, 1997). 

31
 Eviatar Zerubavel, "Calendars and History: A Comparative Study of the Social Organization of National 

Memory," in States of Memory: Continuities, Conflicts, and Transformations in National Representation, 
ed. Jeffrey K. Olick (Durham NC: Duke University Press, 2003), 318. 
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ {w5 Ŏŀƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΩ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ to 

reach audiences who might not otherwise have come into contact with the subject matter.32 

 

The Discourse of Slavery Remembrance Day 

 
The ceremony and activities organised as part of SRD are articulated in ways which place 

platitudes of not forgetting alongside celebrations of contemporary culture, and in some 

instances the advertisement of events as entertainment. Councillor Mike Storey encapsulated 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ {w5 Ψprovides a wonderful opportunity 

to celebrate the harmony between the city's ethnic groupsΩΦ33 However, links within SRD are 

made to a less harmonious present, to contemporary racism, through the choice of speakers, 

guests and lecture topics such as the inclusion of Doreen Lawrence, mother of Stephen 

[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛƴ нллнΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ, albeit very limited, press reports which 

Řƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ [.. ǾƻƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

is plainly put by one respondent, and the significance of the commemorative event is seen 

largely as acknowledgement but also as a source of psychological healing and pride through 

education that: 

 
Slavery Remembrance Day is important for this city. We have young people who feel 
ashamed that their ancestors were slaves. People think African slaves were savages 
who lived in mud huts and ate missionaries. We need to stop, think and educate 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΩΦ34   

 
Similarly, SRD is presented by another LBB respondent as a way of legitimising identity, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ψit gives someone like myself and other black people in the city a firm place in the 

city's historyΩΦ35 The expectation that SRD should fulfil both a commemorative and 

ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 

resistance tƻ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƻǊȅΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

LƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ǿŀǎ repeatedly set out within discourse surrounding subsequent 
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 See Zerubavel, Recovered Roots, 217. 

33
 Joe Riley, "Civic Remembrance Of Slavery Victims," Liverpool Echo, January 23, 2004. 

34
 Mary Murtagh, "Slaves to City's Fortunes," Liverpool Echo, August 18, 2004. 

35
 Catherine Jones, "City's Triangle Of Shame: As Liverpool Commemorates Slavery Remembrance Day," 

Liverpool Echo, August 23, 2004. 
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ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩΦ36 ¢ƘŜ ΨŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴd 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ нллнΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψthe River Niger Orchestra and singing group Sense of Sound 

will be woven in with speeches about the occasionΩΦ37 It is later assurŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψtomorrow is not 

just about speeches. It will also be a celebration and a chance to reflect and look forwardΩΣ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎ ƛǎ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ƛƴ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ōȅ ba[Ωǎ 

adoption of the Sankofa bird as its image for the event, a mythical creature which looks behind 

whilst flying forwards (Figure 19).  

²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {w5 ŀǎ ŀ ΨŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ 

language is used which reinforces its presentation as an entertainment event, where Chief 
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 Celebrating African resistance appears to be more easily expressed within the local press after 2007, 
when national discourses repeated such ideas and, crucially, this was a major theme around the 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L{a ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ нллтΦ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭϥǎ нллф {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǊt 
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ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ƛƴ "Victims of Slave Trade Not 
Forgotten," Liverpool Echo, August 21, 2009. 

37
 Ian Fannon, "City Atones For Slavery; Top Actress Cathy Tyson At Festival," Liverpool Echo, August 22, 

2002. 

Figure 19: Sankofa bird design used in promotional material by NML. Image from 
http://culture.org.uk/2012/07/slavery-remembrance-day-2012/ [accessed July 31, 
2013] 

http://culture.org.uk/2012/07/slavery-remembrance-day-2012/
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AƴƎǳǎ /ƘǳƪǳŜƳŜƪŀ Ψǿƛƭƭ ƪƛŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ пǇƳΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ {w5 ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ΨǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀŎǘǎ ƛƴ aŜǊǎŜȅǎƛŘŜΩΦ38 In a review of events from 2008, 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ {w5 ƛǎ ŀǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ Ŏǳƭǘǳral 

ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ CƛǊŜ-

ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ DŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀǿ ƳǳŎƘ ΨŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ ŦǳƴΩΦ39 The assimilation of SRD into civic 

ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ΨǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ in 2012, as one events article 

outlines: 

 
Cheap thing to do! 
Slavery Remembrance Day: August 23. 
This will be the 13th year the museum has commemorated Slavery Remembrance Day 
outside the museum.40 

 
 
This process of assimilation took hold particularly from 2004 when there was far greater 

prominence and public discussion given to SRD. It was a year after the announcement of 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōƛŘ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ƛǘȅ 

Council began officially (and financially) supporting the event. Crucially however, the events 

held in Liverpool in this year could, more than ever, be seen and articulated as part of a wider 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

position during the UNESCO Year for Commemoration of the Struggle Against Slavery and its 

!ōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴΦ {w5 ƛǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨŜǾŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ CƭŜƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎΣ ΨAugust 23 is now an annual civic event, 

recognising its growing importance as a day of remembrance, commemoration and 

celebrationΩΣ {w5 ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ Ψ!ǳƎǳǎǘ ноΩΣ ŀ ΨŎƛǾƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘΩΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

celebration, though remembering what and celebrating what exactly is not stated.41  

After нллпΩǎ year-long promotion of remembering slavery, SRD is presented by a 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ba[ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψfirmly established as part of the city's rich cultural lifeΩΦ42 From 

2005 onwards more focus is given to accompanying entertainment, performances, song, dance 

and food, which for the next few years take place at Otterspool Promenade, out of the city 
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centre and a bus ride away due to waterfront building work taking place by the docks. 

However, criticisms of SRD were raised in 2005 by organisers of the River Festival, set to take 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ нллт ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ΨǘƘŜƳŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜ όŦƻǊƳŜǊύ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ 

the River Festival spoke to Echo ŎƻƭǳƳƴƛǎǘ WƻŜ wƛƭŜȅΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ΨǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ άcourage and international youth endeavourέΩΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

criticise the content of slavery tours of the city and suggesting that Liverpool was being turned 

ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ΨǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǇŀǊƪΩΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ wƛƭŜȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƭŀƛƳŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ 

comparison with Holocausǘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘƛǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅϥǎ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 

Day, like International Holocaust Day which Liverpool will host in 2008, has its rightful place in 

ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ ώΧϐΩΦ43 

 

Performing Ritual Text  

 
James Young has suggested that speeches made as part of Yom Hashoah, the Jewish Holocaust 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅΣ ΨŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŜȄǘΩΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƻ 

ǳƴƛǘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜaning of this memory itself is 

united, text does not necessarily mean concurrence.44 Paul Connerton has suggested that 

rituals can usefully be understood along the same interpretive lines as myths, that both can be 

ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ǘŜȄǘǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƳōƻŘȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ 

ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΩΦ45 However, he stresses that the medium of expression is here fundamental, that 

through the performance of ritual, the relationship between performer and performed subject 

is specified, and to an extent, solidified, through the ritual process. Rites are less malleable 

than myths, which can take on different forms (be sung, told in different ways), and are 

thereby somewhat less open to change.46 Through their physical performance, rituals are 

ΨǎǘȅƭƛǎŜŘΣ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜΩ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōƻŘƛƭȅ 

engagement.47  
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Ritual text is part of the hyperbole of the commemorative performance. Particular 

linguistic forms are used and formal language drawn upon.48 Ritual language forms a crucial 

component of the performance, is more restricted in vocabulary than every day speech, takes 

on a fixed sequence and pattern and often carries rigidity in tone and volume.49 The structure 

and form of SRD in Liverpool has become familiar through its repetition. The ritual text forms a 

significant part of this familiarity and, significantly as a point of contest and debate. The 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǘŜȄǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {w5 ƭƛōŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ нлмл ŀƴŘ нлмн 

ceremonies.50 ¢ƘŜ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмн ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

The ritual text performed by actors within the libation ceremony forms a crucial part of 

{w5Ωǎ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŜō ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

association through the performance of largely formalised language by one senior participant 

to an audience, much like preaching a sermon, carried out in the tone of a prayer. The 

ceremony is, however, highly self-conscious in its post-modern commemorative performance, 

reflecting /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aŀƛŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎŜƭŦ-ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩΦ51 Rather 

than the historic event, the ceremony starts with a discussion of memory, highlighting former 

ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ time, and that it 

ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǇƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨƴŜǾŜǊ 

ŀƎŀƛƴΩΦ52 During the libation itself, the groups of people being honoured and remembered are 

ƴŀƳŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƪƛƴǎƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ uprooted from the African soil 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƭƭΩΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ IƻƴƻǳǊ ƛǎ 

ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ΨǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 

libation ends calling for the ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŀōƭŜ ΨǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΩΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ Ψŀƭƭ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

Řŀȅ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘƭȅ 

relevant in a post 9/11 world. Language is however also a point of contest as Scott 

demonstrates: 
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ώΧϐ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ.53 

 
¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ƻǊ ΨƛƴΩ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ the ceremony is conducted, is important 

here, and raises questions over who the ceremony is for. By suggesting that this is important, 

Scott focuses on the larger significance of the objectives behind the ceremony, intended 

audience and position through language, perhaps turning traditional positions of power 

around through the adoption of a language which is not English.  

The ritual text enacted for SRD constitutes not only a symbolic and integral part of the 

commemorative ceremony, but also part of its commentary. The participants (which include 

viewers and listeners) are told explicitly what the ceremony is doing; there is no part of the 

process which is not labelled with its corresponding symbolism-caption. The ceremony is to 

honour ancestors who were enǎƭŀǾŜŘΣ ΨŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƭƛōŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǎǳōǘƛǘƭŜǎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 

language.54 [ƛōŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǎ Ψa traditional African way of making 

connections with God, with ancestors, through atonement during which we point out our own 

deeds, acknowledge them and promise to make amends, and finally ask for forgivenessΦΩ55 

Here the form is set out, the stages of the ceremony listed as if in a programme, reasons made 

ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŀǘƻƴŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΩ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘΦ Lƴ нлмнΣ 

this self-conscious commentary on the commemorative process was made more explicit, 

ƭƛōŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǎƻƭŜƳƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜmembering and honouring 

ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦΩ56 The significantly larger, broader audience at the event this year 

ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ŀ ŦŀǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƭƛōŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘŜȄǘΩΣ 

though much of the content was repeated. Perhaps it was the broader audience which merited 

further explanation of terminology within the ceremony during this year, with explanation of 

ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŘϐǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŀǘƛƻƴ 

we will be referring to the spirits of our ancestors, African ancestors, because we Africans 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǳǎΩ ōǳǘ 
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ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƛƭƛǎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΩΦ57 The props in the performance are also explained, the 

ƪƻƭŀ ƴǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ Ψto our guests as a gesture of peace and goodwill 

it is shared by all present, and sharing brings us all togetherΦΩ58 In case any of the symbolism of 

the last section of the ceremony might be missed, ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅΣ Ψǿe are going to 

end the libation today by symbolically pouring the drinks into the sea and the sea behind you is 

symbolic. It is the port where the ships were repaired in those days, so pouring the libation 

along the shores is quite symbolicΦΩ59 

 The language used within the ritual text acts to create a sense of unity, as Connerton 

ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǊƛǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǘϐƘŜ community is 

initiated when pronouns of solidarity are repeatedly pronouncedΩΦ60 In the libation speeches, it 

ƛǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ΨǿŜΩ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ΨƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ΨǿŜΩ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ 

ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ΨǿŜΩ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ritual commemoration of a history which necessarily has victims and perpetrators, exactly who 

ǘƘƛǎ ΨǿŜΩ ƛǎΣ ƛǎ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ōƻǊƴ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀƴȅΣ ŦƻǊ ΨǿŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ, Great Britain and all 

people of AfǊƛŎŀƴ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘΩΦ61 {ƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ψour kinsmen and women who were forcefully 

uprooted from their African soilΩΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ψwe point 

out our own deeds, acknowledge them and promise to make amends, and finally ask for 

forgivenessΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨǿŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƻƛƭΦ Ψ²ŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ 

were involved in enslavement from the African soil themselves (chiefs and elites who traded 

with Europeans), but it can also include the ancestors of European, British and indeed 

[ƛǾŜǊǇǳŘƭƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŜΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

perpetrators, coming from a variety of soils though they may, are outlined in relation to their 

position of power within the next statement which again self-consciously explains why 

particular people are present at the ceremony: 

 
During the slave trade, again the leaders of this country and in fact royalty supported 
and gave blessing, so it is important that when we are doing libation the leaders know 
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the significance of it and take part in it, because every day they are the people who 
make the decision so we appeal to them to cast their mind back and remember.62 

 
This acts to shift the focus of who should be asking for most forgiveness to those with the most 

ǇƻǿŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ-participators within the ceremony are drawn in 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ΨŎŀǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴŘ ōŀŎƪΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛr minds specifically which, through 

ŀ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎΩΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ 

point of contest. For Scott, it was an insult to carry out performative actions which were seen 

ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƘƻƴƻǳǊƛƴƎΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ 

 
¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳǇǎŜǘǎ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ 
is made up of Lord Mayors from around the country. Chief Angus Chukuemeka always 
honours the kings and queens of this country, he honours the Lord and Lady Mayors 
who are present. That is a disgrace.  Because, the people who hold them offices, are 
representatives and in some cases, royalty are the true descendants of the Duke of 
Clarence and others who were heavily involved in the slave trade ς so why honour the 
people whose office is responsible for the slave trade? 63 

 
In the 2012 ceremony, however, Chief Angus Chukuemeka makes far more use of the personal 

ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴΣ ΨLΩ within the beginning of the ceremony, positioning himself and his own narrative 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

historic moment, the visit of the son of Dr Martin Luther King III. Chukuemeka uses the plural 

ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǿŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 

ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψwe are pouring this libation to remember our ƪƛƴǎƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴǎǿƻƳŜƴΩΣ ōǳǘ 

personalises the performance when naming people who have been involved in the 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ΨL Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩΦ /ƘǳƪǳŜƳŜƪŀ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀtive of the development of SRD, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢{D ŀƴŘ L{aΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨL ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƳǳǎŜǳƳΣ L ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩΣ όŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ ΨL ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎύΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŜŘ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ΨǿƛǘƘ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ Yǳȅŀ ς Dorothy are you there? Where are you? Dorothy, can you stand 

ǳǇ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ƭŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΩΦ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢{D ƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
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ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘΣ ΨƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿΚ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅΣ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΚ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ нлмнΦ64  

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ 

by Chukuemeka. In 2010, this exceptionalism is expressed through the museums more than 

the ceremony, it being said that very little was ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ 

took the first stride through one of these projects to do this museum which now is the first of 

ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ65 This reaffirms the position of the libation ceremony as part of the 

memory work done by NM[Φ Lƴ нлмнΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ {w5Σ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

ƘƻǎǘŜŘ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ¦b9{/hΩǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψώƻϐur 

city is the first city in Europe that recognised the remembrance event and has supported it 

ever sinceΩΣ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻǳŘ ŘŀȅΣ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

event as something of further uniqueness to the city. 

 The end of the ceremony, like the end of sermons and other memorial rites, turns to 

the present with an eye on thŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмл Ψfor the end of all modern day slavery, 

conflicts, operation and acts of terror in world todayΦΩ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴ Řŀȅ 

ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΩ ŀƭƛƎƴǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ L{aΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ of 

{ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ {w5 ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 

IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 

ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƛǘȅΩΦ66 However, in 2012, broader contemporary 

themes are raised within the extended ritual text, in which the ceremony is called on to 

Ψpromote equality, fairness, and justice for all mankind. Let us use it to promote and preserve 

human rights, and human dignity for all mankind irrespective of colour and creedΣΩ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ 

ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 5Ǌ YƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨL 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳΩ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎƪ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎ WǳƴƛƻǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ΨŀƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ DƻŘΩ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ 

ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ψŀƭƭ civil warsΩ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ψpoverty and suffering in AfricaΩ ƛǎ 

also highlighted (a point raised by Martin Luther King III in his SRD lecture the previous 

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ-day slavery, conflicts and acts of terror in the world 

todayΩ ŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώǿϐŜ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ōŜƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ bless our city of Liverpool and bring 
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 {ǉǳŀǊŜ hƴŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ά{ƭŀǾŜǊȅ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅΦέ 
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 Scott, interview. 
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ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΣ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

riots in major UK cities in 2011. 

 

Bodily Memory 

 
Paul Connerton has criticised historicised approaches to the study of commemorative 

ceremonies for placing undue focus on their interpretation as invented traditions, as 

ΨƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ 

allowing the performance itself to be addressed as a significant aspect of such rites. In this 

ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜǎ ōȅ 

historians, who analyse rites like documents in an archive.67  Further, Connerton argues that 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ΨƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊƛǘǳŀƭǎΣ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ΨƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘΩ ƻƴŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘŜȄǘǎΣ ŀǊŜ ΨǘǊŀŎŜƭŜǎǎΩΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

primarily through their bodily performance, where memory bŜŎƻƳŜǎ ΨǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻŘȅΩΦ68  

Whilst there are a number of artefacts associated with and produced for SRD which 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘΩΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōŀŘƎŜǎ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΣ 

ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ba[Σ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘŜȄǘΩΣ ŀǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ 

ΨǿƻǊƪǎΩ as a mnemonic device largely through its performance. Further, the use of sound such 

as drumming, rather than a more Eurocentric period of silence and quiet reflection, sets SRD 

ŀǇŀǊǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмн ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ŀ ΨƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΩ όǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ metaphorical 

since it lasted 40 seconds) was incorporated, perhaps due to its familiarity as a mnemonic 

device at more well-known and well-attended commemorative days such as the Armistice, and 

therefore as a process more familiar to the broader audience. A silence has been adopted in 

previous years (reported in 2006), though not every year, suggesting that this is not a crucial 

part of the ceremony. 

Within the performance of the libation, the body itself becomes a mnemonic device 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ΨǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘŜŘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

/ƻƴƴŜǊǘƻƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ΨǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘƛƴƎΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 
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 Connerton, How Societies Remember, 103. 
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 ΨLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀǊƎǳŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

ceremonies; but commemorative ceremonies prove to be commemorative only in so far as they are 
performative; performativity cannot be thought without a concept of habit; and habit cannot be 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛǎƳǎΩΦ Ibid., 102,4-5  
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which is performed with liquid (the pouring of drink) and makes conscious reference to water; 

to seas and rivers, being performed next to docks and structures of maritime history.  

 
We present this drink to you today and humbly ask you to bless it and all that are here 
today. Motherland [Χ] the great sea gods, the great sea of Atlantic, the great river 
Mersey through whose course the seafarers of Liverpool and Europe continued the 
trade in slavery, the spirit of ancestors, the gods of ancestors, the lands and rivers of 
Africa we present this drink to you today and always.69 

 
 Water is poured after statements of honour, onto the ground of the Liverpool waterfront, an 

ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ Ǌƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ όǘƘŜ ΨƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩΣ ƳŀȅƻǊǎΣ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ba[ 

director) also partakes. The last of the liquid is then cast into the Mersey, formally ending the 

libation ceremony (Figure 20).  

 ¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ΨǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘΩ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŀƭƪ ƻŦ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΩ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ нлммΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ 

held the day before the ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘΣ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 

and labour abuses, outside Primark.70 The official text within the 2011 SRD leaflet describes 

the walk as follows: 
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 Primark was at the centre of a BBC Panorama documentary and Observer investigation in 2008 into 

the use of child labour in Indian refugee camps to produce its clothing. The low-cost fashion retailer has 
consistently been at the centre of labour investigations into high street retailers and general criticisms 

Figure 20: Pouring liquid into the Mersey. From National Museums Liverpool. 
Slavery Remembrance Day Leaflet 2011: National Museums Liverpool, 2011 
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Remember ancestors who, deprived of their liberty, enabled the port of Liverpool to 
thrive. Making its way from the bandstand on Church Street in Liverpool city centre, 
via Paradise Street to Thomas Steers Way, the walk ends at the site of the Old Dock. 
The point where hundreds of years ago, the fruits of enslaved labour ς cotton ς would 
have landed.71  

 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛƭƭ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǊ explicitly associated with any particular 

contemporary identity group, though this is perhaps inferred. The audience, at which this 

commemorative act is aimed, however, is much broader than those who identify themselves 

as the descendants of enslaved people. In taking this form of performative commemorative 

action into the city centre, away from the docks and the Maritime and Slavery Museums 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ΨƳŀǊƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ 

the walk seeks to engage people who are not the usual faces, or bodies, at SRD, or may not 

otherwise engage with events organised in relation to the memory of slavery. It is a point of 

interest also that, although aimed at remembering the enslaved, a prominent point of 

dissonance ς the theme of slaves in Liverpool, is neatly avoided. The walk ends at the site of 

the Old Dock, where any number of statements could have been made about the activities of 

slaving vessels at this site in the eighteenth century. However, emphasis is placed on cotton 

which shifts focus to enslaved African labour in America, on the other side of the Atlantic 

triangle. Perhaps this also ties up lose threads, as it were, starting at Primark and ending in 

cotton produced by un-free labour, aligning with the special exhibition due to open the month 

after this walk in the ISM about labour abuses in the cotton industry in Uzbekistan.72  

The walk was accompanied by a drumming band which led the procession. In 2011 this 

was a group from Amsterdam and in 2012 the group was Batala, from Merseyside. The use of 

sound alongside movement meant the procession reached those who might not even be in the 

ǎŀƳŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪΩǎ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ƛƴ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǊŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  

                                                                                                                                                                          
of the industry, though other stores are implicated, it is often Primark, perhaps as one of the cheapest 
yet highly successful of these, which is singled out as a metaphor for the unethical price of 
contemporary fashion. See Dan McDougall, "The Hidden Face of Primark Fashion," The Guardian, June 
22, 2008.  

71
 National Museums Liverpool, Slavery Remembrance Day Leaflet 2011  (National Museums Liverpool,, 

2011). 

72
 National Museums Liverpool, "White Gold: The True Cost of Cotton,"  

http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/exhibitions/whitegold/ [accessed July 29, 2013]. This 
exhibition was organised with the environmental justice foundation and ran from 1

st
 September 2011 to 

1
st
 December 2013. 
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morning of Yom Hashoah reaches those who do not attend the official ceremony.73 The walk 

was introduced by a member of NML staff at the beginning, though as the procession worked 

ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ōŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ aŀŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

unclear whether passers-by, particularly those who could not see the banner at the front, 

knew what the event was for. For many, dancing with children in the side-lines and waving to 

the procession, this could have been any of a number of lively carnival-style events. However, 

people were handed badges along the route and some joined the procession to see where it 

led. The procession catches at least the eyes or ears of many ordinary people going about their 

business, watching from the windows of shops or the overhead walkways, and commenced at 

the busiest time of day, the procession also comes into contact with those out and about on 

their lunch breaks. The procession engages bodies in the act of walking or moving, a simple, 

widely applicable activity in which a variety of people could easily partake. There was 

something of spectacle about the walk as a performance. As a collectivŜ ΨōƻŘȅΩΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ 

through the streets, there was an awareness of being gazed at by those not engaged in the 
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 Young, The Texture of Memory, 276. 

Figure 21: Route of Walk of Remembrance. From National Museums Liverpool, 
Slavery Remembrance Day Leaflet 2011  (National Museums Liverpool, 2011) 


